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THE SPEAKER (Mr Harman) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

"HANSARD". UNCORRECTED
SPEECHES

Distribution: Statement by Speaker
THE SPEAKER: I refer to the motion

moved yesterday by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition concerning the publication of Hansard
prior to either the correction of the speech by
the member who had spoken or the lapse of the
lime provided by the rule of the House. The
rule referred to has been stated many times, but
for convenience I will quote the occasion of 12
August 1971 when Speaker Toms stated-

The instruction to Hansard is that a
copy of a speech made by a Minister Or
Member shall not be made available to any
other Member until such time as the Min-
ister or Member who made the speech has
returned to Hansard his corrected copy. If
the corrected copy is not returned to
Hansard by noon on the day following the
speech, Hansard may release copies.
(Hansard, 12 August 1971],page 708.)

In more recent times, with the frequent earlier
sittings of the House, the Acting Chief Hansard
Reporter has operated a serice to Ministers,
Opposition Leaders and members whereby, on
request, uncorrected copy is released prior to
the 12 noon deadline. In the cases where this
has occurred it has been made very clear by the
Acting Chief Hansard Reporter to those
requesting the service that the uncorrected
proofs were for the personal use of the Minister
or the Opposition Leader concerned and, as
uncorrected proofs, were not to be quoted.

I have ascertained that in the case referred to
in the debate in this House, uncorrected copy
was released for the use of the Premier.

That the Premier has seen fit to make use of
this uncorrected copy is a matter of consider-
able concern. I can only say that the Premier
should have known better and, therefore, he
must stand admonished in this matter.

I have given consideration to instructing the
Acting Chief Hansard Reporter to adhere
strictly to the earlier Speaker's ruling. This
would be the simplest way to obviate a recur-
rence of this incident. However, I am mindful
of two considerations that should affect this
decision. The first is the obvious point that the

service is helpful to Ministers and Opposition
Leaders. I believe that it generally functions
quite satisfactorily and contributes to a
smoother running of the House.

The second point is that over recent years I
have been working in conjunction with the
President of the Legislative Council, towards
the introduction of more modem technology in
the House and, in particular, in the Kansard
section. One offshoot of this will be the event-
ual production of Hansard in some form on a
daily basis. In order to do this, there will be a
requirement for the publication of uncorrected
speeches on a regular basis. When this happens
there will have to be a clear understanding on
this matter of uncorrected speeches. Be that as
it may, it would seem to be inappropriate to be
moving now in the opposite direction.

For these reasons I am not directing the Act-
ing Chief Hansard Reporter to discontinue
completely the provision of uncorrected proofs.
I expect it to continue as before on the
accepted basis that they are not available for
quoting until corrected. However, I take the
opportunity to remind all members that the
service could cease entirely if there is a rep-
etition of the incident referred to in the
speeches of the Leader of the Opposition and
the Premier.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE
Breaking and Entering: Statement by Speaker

THE SPEAKER: I refer to the events sur-
rounding the unauthorised entry into Parlia-
ment House last weekend and, particularly, to
statements made in The West Australian news-
paper concerning the incident.

1 apologise to the members concerned that
their privacy has been invaded, firstly by the
original intruders and secondly, by the publi-
cation of certain details in The West Australian
newspaper. I should explain to members that
media representatives asked me to name the
members whose offices had been intruded
upon. This I refused to do on the grounds that
the office was the personal province of the
member and I had no licence to make public
something that happened in that office,
whether legal or illegal, without the member's
consent and knowledge.

A reporter from the The West Australian,
Cyril Ayris, was most insistent that I divulge
the information. I indicated to him that my
own office was intruded upon but could not
and would not name the other members
involved. It was, therefore, embarrassing for
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me to learn that this information was supplied
to that journalist by the Police Department. I
have spoken to the department and received an
explanation why and how this occurred.

I take some exception to the remarks of the
journalist in this morning's The West
Australian and particularly to that journalist
adopting an attitude of criticism toward me
because I had not immediately provided infor-
mation concerning this event which that
journalist had sought.

It is my contention, and I am by no means
alone in this view, that Parliament is not a
"1public building" in the usual sense of those
words. It is one which is specially reserved by
law for a particular purpose and to which the
privilege of access is granted to Various people
from time to time. The only automatic "right
of access" held by any person in respect of
Parliament House is that held by each and
every member of Parliament.

This "right of access" is then extended to all
those persons whose services are necessary for
the proper and efficient running of Parliament.
All other persons, including members of the
general public, accredited Press reporters and
even police officers, are admitted at the dis-
cretion of the Presiding Officers as a matter of
privilege. This privilege is capable of being
withdrawn at any stage.

I very much regret this invasion of the priv-
acy of the members concerned and trust that
those who have seen fit to publish this infor-
mation will be considerably more circumspect
in the future.

BILLS (2): MESSAGES
Appropriations

Messages from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriations for the pur-
poses of the following Bills-

1. Rural Adjustment and Finance Corpor-
ation Amendment Bill.

2. Forrest Place and City Station Develop-
ment Bill.

UNION: BUILDERS LABOURERS
FEDERATION

Deregistration: Urgency Motion
THE SPEAKER: I wish to advise members

that I have received a letter from the Leader of
the Opposition which reads-

In accordance with Standing Orders 47
and 48 of the Legislative Assembly, I give
notice that at the commencement of the

sitting of the House today, 13 November,
1985 1 wish to move "that the House do
now adjourn" for the purpose of debating
a matter of urgency, namely-

"THAT this House urgently calls on
the Government to institute
deregistration proceedings against the
Builder's Labourer's Federation be-
cause the industrial peace in the build-
ing and construction industry claimed
by the Government is not the case as
is evident from a telex sent by
Multiplex Construction Pty Ltd to
five trade unions in the building in-
dustry."

The parliamentary session is nearing an
end and it is crucial that the legislation be
allowed to pass through all stages as a mat-
ter of urgency.

If the Multiplex Construction sites were
all forced to close because of continuing
militant union action thousands of
workers would be laid off and projects
worth millions of dollars would be put in
jeopardy, including the casino site, which
is scheduled to open before Christmas.

The Government's assurances about in-
dustrial peace on building and construc-
tion sites are clearly untrue and the public
should be make fully aware of the true situ-
ation.

Mr Speaker this is a matter of public
importance and immediate urgency and in
my view is properly brought forward
within the Standing Orders.

Yours sincerely

W R B HASSELL MLA
LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION
November 13, 1985

Seven members having risen in their places.
The SPEAKER: I have agreed to allow this

debate to proceed under the usual practice. The
time for the debate shall be one hour and
speakers on my left will speak for 30 minutes
and speakers on my right will speak for 30
minutes.

MR HASSELL (Cottesloe-Leader of the
Opposition) [2.31 p.m.]: I move-

That the House do now adjourn.
Mr Speaker you have read out the letter which
explains the issue that we wish to debate;
namely, that this House urgently calls on
Government to institute deregulation proceed-
ings against the Builders Labourers Federation
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because the industrial peace in the building and
construction industry claimed by the Govern-
ment does not in fact exist, as is evident from a
telex sent by Multiplex Constructions Ply Ltd
to five trade unions in the building industry.

For literally months the Premier has been
telling this House that as a result of agreements
which the Government initiated industrial
peace and harmony have returned to the build-
ing and construction industry and that the
building and construction industry is being
conducted on the basis of reasonable settle-
ment of disputes. That is now demonstrably
not the case and the positive recommendation
which the Opposition makes to the House, and
which the Government should follow, is that
the Government institute some legislation or
proceedings towards the deregistration of this
militant union.

It will be remembered that the Government's
plan to bring peace to the building and
construction industry involved cutting across
the arbitration system and putting in place a
special agreement between the Master Builders
Association and a number of unions for on-site
disputes to be arbitrated by a special arbitrator.
For the initial period of the operation of that
agreement, the on-site arbitrator was a Govern-
ment adviser, Mr Tom Butler. The Opposition
has known for some time that those arrange-
ments have not been working, but when it has
brought the matter to this House or otherwise
to the public's attention, the Government has
denied the Opposition's assertions and has said
that all is well.

Only recently, the Government renewed the
agreement and appointed a new arbitrator. The
Opposition is aware of the view expressed in
the industry on a number of occasions that Mr
Butler performed creditably as arbitrator and
was seen to be fair to both sides in relation to
proceedings regarding disputes.

It has also been reported to the Opposition
that Mr Butler's decisions came down on the
side of both the employers and the employees
according to the circumstances of the case in
point, and that when the total number of dis-
putes which he had heard were added up it was
found that the number of awards to each side
was fairly even.

However, that is not the end of the story. It
was also made clear to the Opposition that de-
spite those arrangements and despite that ap-
proach being adopted by the said arbitrator,
the militant unionists were not accepting the
awards which had been made by the arbitrator.

Therefore, they were acting against those
awards. It was also made clear to the Oppo-
sition on a number of occasions, that in places
where work was taking place over the weekend
and on holidays and when Mr Butler was not
available to act as arbitrator, there was an
unusually high incidence of disputes.

The above evidence was given to the Oppo-
sition from someone inside the industry and
from unquestionable sources and, although the
fiLE and other unions had once again been
given the chance by this Government and by
special arrangements made to protect them
from the consequences of their own unlawful
conduct, the scheme was not working. Now we
are seeing clear evidence of the breakdown of
the scheme.

The militant unionists have no regard for the
law, for their agreements or for their obli-
gations. Of course, it must be remembered that
Multiplex Constructions Pty Ltd was not one
of the original parties to the agreement, and
therefore was not bound by the precise arrange-
ment which applied in other areas in the Mas-
ter Builders Association agreements. However,
Multiplex was operating under a national
agreement of 1984 and in addition, with the
cooperation of the Government, it obtained the
services of yet another Government adviser to
act as an abitrator on the Multiplex sites. it is
of interest to note that Multiplex, in a defacto
way, put into operation the same agreement
that had applied in other areas.

Despite all the arrangements that had beehi
made and Multiplex's generosity the militants
from this group of unions who have no regard
for anything to do with their obligations, the
law, Or the public, simply carried on with their
practices of disruption and disregard for obli-
gations. This led to Multiplex sending out a
telex on Friday, 8 November at 1600 hours to
the Builders Labourers Federation, the Build-
ing Workers Industrial Union, Penth, the Build-
ing Trades Union, the Electrical Trades Union,
and the Federated Engine Drivers and
Firemens Union- The telex read as follows-

Following a meeting of our clients to dis-
cuss the unacceptable level of industrial
disputes on our projects in Perth, our cli-
ents collectively have instructed us that
unless they can obtain an assurance within
the next seven days that the terms of the
building industry agreement 1984-1986
will be complied with, they will be forced
to cease work on their projects until the
economic viability of the project is
reassessed.
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They stress that they are reluctant to do
this as they would not like to put so many
people out of work but cannot continue
their projects with the level of industrial
disputes presently being experienced.

For our pant, despite the many con-
cessions we have given the unions, we can-
not give these assurances to our clients
without your cooperation.

We therefore request that you contact
this office prior to noon on Tuesday 12th
November to arrange a meeting to discuss
the problem and hopefully obtain the as-
surances required.

Geoff Alien
Multiplex Constructions Pty Ltd.

It is of course an irony of the whole situation
that at noon on Tuesday all of the building and
construction industry workers were on strike:
They were on Strike allegedly because of certain
safety issues but more directly and clearly, in
the case of the Building Workers Industrial
Union, because that union leadership disagreed
with an Arbitration Commission decision
made last week in relation to coverage of cer-
tain workers on construction sites. In other
words, in a demarcation dispute the BWIU had
lost the case and as a result its members were
on strike. At the very deadline of the hour
which Multiplex, as one of the major
companies involved in the industry in Western
Australia, had given, all of the unions con-
cerned in the industry were on strike.

As a sign of the attitude of those people to
the law and to their obligations, one might
reflect for a moment on their conduct yesterday
when they decided to march from their meeting
place on the Esplanade to the office of the Mas-
ter Builders Association of WA in West Perth.
They moved off on that march without even
notifying the police and they caused consider-
able disruption and havoc to traffic and to the
rights of people in this city to move around free
from that kind of encumbrance. They, put the
police in an impossible position.

Of course, the irony of that situation is that
the Burke Government, at the request of the
Trades and Labor Council and the trade union
movement in general, changed section 548 of
the Police Act to require those holding a public
march to do no more than notify the police. At
the time that legislation went through the
House I told members that the day would come
when, despite the leniency of the legislation, it

would be totally disregarded by the Govern-
ment's militant union mates, and would cause
disruption. That is exactly what occurred.

The member for Pilbara interjects to talk
about the farmers' rally. The farmers' rally was
conducted in accordance with the law and
no-one has ever suggested that the trade union-
ists yesterday should not have been allowed to
march. The point I was making was that the
trade unions did not comply with the simple
requirements of the law to give notice to the
police so that they could organise the march at
the same time as they were protecting the rights
of all members of the public. That signifies and
symbolises the attitude of these militants
whom the Government continually defends in
terms of their obligations and the law. Of
course, they should have been allowed to
march yesterday; that is not the issue. How-
ever, equally, they should have obeyed the law
and should have had the protection of the law
in carrying out that march. We are talking
about a group of people who never receive the
condemnation of this Government.

The Governments of Premier Burke and
Prime Minister Hawke are on strike in relation
to their obligations to the public of this
country, to uphold the law and give protection
to people in their right to work, to earn a living,
and to operate their businesses. This State
Government will not take any action on indus-
trial militancy and all we see is a series of
dorothy dix questions dished up to the Premier
each day so that he can stand in this place and
recite industrial days-lost figures and claim that
because those figures have decreased, all is well
in the industrial area.

Several members interjected.

Mr Mclver: I thought the Federal Govern-
ment was deregistering the BLE.

Mr HASSELL: Exactly, the Minister for
Lands and Surveys has spoken well. He has
said that the Federal Government was
deregistering the BLF and that is precisely the
contrast we want to draw between this Govern-
ment and a Federal Government, albeit a
Labor Government, that will no longer put up
with that behaviour in relation to the HLF. It
seeks to deregister the BLF while the State
Labor Government will do nothing about this
militancy, about the disruption to business, in-
dustry, commerce, trade and the lives of ordi-
nary people. It continues to seek to defend the
militants.
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The whole of the building industr agree-
ment was designed to protect the BLF, to make
sure that it was not made accountable for its
illegal activities, for its disruption, and the cost
and damage it causes.

Let us consider the recent situation in the
industrial arena. On Thursday last week I trav-
elled to New South Wales to undertake some
functions in thai State. On that Friday night I
attended a dinner with other State Liberal
leaders from around the country. The invi-
tations to that dinner had been sent out no less
than six weeks before the event and some of the
people who attended the function were
contacted in the intervening period by tele-
phone. Some of those people received their in-
vitations on the day the dinner was held be-
cause of the postal unions' strike and industrial
action. During the recent absence of the mem-
ber for Clontarf on official business overseas as
a delegate of this Parliament, he did not receive
one item of mail from Western Australia and
none was received here because of the postal
disruption caused by the militants in that
union holding up international mail. We read
every day of the anguish of Australian families
who cannot communicate by letter with their
loved ones in South Africa because the postal
unions in this country have decided to direct
the foreign policy of this country.

We see the situation in the Port of Fremantle
in which, by the admission of the Minister in
answer to a question in this House, there have
been more than three stoppages a fortnight
since I January this year, causing ships to by-
pass the Port of Fremantle, to go to Melbourne,
and to bring the goods back to Western
Australia late and at greater Cost.

We see also that Ansett Airlines of Australia
planes flying into Western Australia are
prohibited by the Transport Workers Union
from providing service.

Mr Parker: I was on an Ansett plane yester-
day morning and had full service.

Mr HASSELL: I was on an Ansett plane from
Sydney on Sunday during which there was no
service at all in a 4 / hour flight. Where was the
Minister for Minerals and Energy travelling
from?

Mr Parker: From Melbourne.
Mr HASSELL: Thai dispute has been going

on for some weeks without anything being done
about it. The mirth being shown by members of
the Government towards this sort of dispute
shows they ignore the fact that the people on
those flights coming into Perth have all paid

good money to receive the services to which
they are entitled but which they are now not
receiving. Who is standing up for the rights of
those people? Is each of those people to be put
in a position of having to sue Ansett Airlines
because he or she has not received full value for
the ticket paid for? Is it not enough that we
have very high internal air fares and that our
internal industries are adversely affected by
this kind of behaviour?

Mr Taylor: Take a cut lunch.

Mr H-ASSELL: I do not give a hoot about not
having a meal served from Sydney to Perth; it
does not matter in a personal sense to me. I am
talking about the rights of people who have
paid good money to receive a service. I am
talking about old people and about mothers
with children on a 4 / hour flight with no ser-
vice provided because of the dictates of a mili-
tant union in Perth.

Why is it that nothing is being done about
these things in WA by this Government? Why
is it that it goes on accepting as the norm the
disruption of our lives and the direction of our
lives by small groups of militants who have no
regard for their own obligations, no regard for
the law and no respect for anyone, as
exemplified by those building unions yester-
day?

The Government members can sit back and
adopt whatever funny attitude they want to
about this sont of motion and our urging that
they do something; they can treat the matter
with contempt; however, if they do they will be
treating the public of this State with contempt.
Government members are on strike in relation
to combating industrial militancy; they are not
prepared to confront militancy.

Mr Taylor: The facts and figures show that
you are wrong.

Mr HASSELL: They do not tell the story,
and the member ought to know that. The fact
of the matter is that no aspect of our lives goes
forward on a daily basis without disruption or
direction by union militants. Until members
opposite are prepared to acknowledge that and
are prepared to face up to it and do something
about it, they will be failing the people who
elected them to office and they will pay the
price for their failure. This country cannot go
on with an industrial relations system which on
the whole is a failure. It cannot go on with
policies like those followed by this Govern-
ment, policies which are demonstrable failures
in the building and construction area.
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We have every reason to move this urgency
motion and to urge the Government to take
immediate action against the BLF, because if
the Government allows this Parliament to
come to an end without having the necessary
action taken, it must know that the situation
will be totally out of its control, and that will
reflect on the Government. If the Government
has any sense it will introduce a Bill into this
House before the session finishes. It may be
that the Government is not prepared to go as
far as we have proposed, which is the actual
introduction of deregistration legislation; but
the Government should be prepared to go as
far as the Federal Labor Government has gone
and to make Provision for deregistration. That
is why we have brought this motion to the
House today. The Government has a responsi-
bility to the people of this State to do some-
thing on their behalf and we urge the Govern-
ment to take the appropriate action. Its failure
to do this so far is a sad reflection on an elected
Government.

MR PARKER (Fremantle-Minister for
Minerals and Energy) [2.55 p.m.]: Considering
the motion which is proposed for the adjourn-
ment of the House, it is extraordinary that the
speech we heard from the Leader of the Oppo-
sition should have ranged over the actions of
members of the Postal and Telecommuni.-
cations Union in Sydney; over the actions of
the Transport Workers Union, also apparently
in Sydney; over the actions of the Waterside
Workers Federation in Fremantle; over the ac-
tions of members of the Liquor and Allied In-
dustries Employees Union in other parts of
Australia; and so on. It really was extraordinary
that the Leader of the Opposition should have
ranged over such a wide area while speaking to
the motion.

The Leader of the Opposition was obviously
engaged in a discussion that had to embrace all
these wide areas because the actions of the
Builders Labourers Federation and other
building unions in Perth Were the only matters
he could describe as matters requiring urgent
consideration. What he really wanted to do was
not to talk about the problems of the building
industry but rather to indulge in his normal
mischief of trying to exacerbate disputes by
adopting his usual troglodyte attitude on indus-
trial relations matters by covering disputes
throughout the length and breadth of the
country. The motion before us, which was
hardly addressed by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, concerns proposed deregistration action

that he suggests the Government should take
against the Builders Labourers Federation. A
number of points need to be made.

Firstly, the Government has been consist-
ently concerned about the level of industrial
disputation in the building industries. There is
no doubt that because there is a very high level
of employment in the building industries at
present, this sort of union action is being taken.
If we go back over the last lO0 years or so and
consider any industry in Australia which has
been experiencing high unemployment, where
there has been a large number of sites with
large numbers of people employed, inevitably
we have seen in the collective bargaining sense,
in the deregulatory-free enterprise sense, this
impacting on the people involved. They know
that because labour is scarce, with few people
able to be recruited because so many people are
in work, this is the time for them to take the
view that they should move forward to im-
prove their lot, whether that be in the area of
wages, safety, superannuation or whatever.
Thai is the case in WA at present because we
have many people employed in the building
industry, an industry which some people say is
overheated and running at a high level of activ-
ity such as has not been seen for 20 years. We
see shortages of labour. On these occasions
people decide to take advantage of what they
know is a delicate situation with respect to
finishing times, such as that of the casino de-
velopment, and they do this to improve their
lot.

Mr Hassell: That is an admission of their
morals.

Mr PARKER: That is very much the free
enterprise model the Leader of the Opposition
would like us to adopt for all forms of indus-
trial matters. Instead of having arbitral tri-
bunals where people sit down and try to work
out accords-whether or not they work-the
Leader of the Opposition would like us to have
a situation in which none of that happened
and, instead, people used their strength, one
against the other, in a deregulated and free
enterprise sense. If we ever do suffer the mis-
fortune of going down the road with the Leader
of the Opposition should his party at some
time become the Government of this State,
what we are seeing now in the building industry
will be peanuts compared with what would
happen throughout industry if that sont of
deregulation took place. It might be that the
employers such as Zimpels, Boans, Aherns,
Hungry Jacks, McDonald's and Kentucky
Fried Chicken would find that suitable for their
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employees;, those firms might well be satisfied
with a deregulated system in which they could
ask for less pay for their employees and poorer
conditions and be prepared to allow that for
their employees; but in industries such'as the
building industry, the heavy manufacturing in-
dustry, and the resources industry such as the
iron ore industry, exactly the reverse would be
the case.

It will be the people in those industries who
will say, "Well, if the labour market is going to
be regulated, if it is going to be free enterprise
with every man for himself, the hell with the
overall good of the country. We are going to go
out and get what we want." There is no doubt
that workers in the iron ore industry, because it
is operating at the highest level since 1974,
could obtain substantial wage increases and
other benefits if they went on strike at the mo-
ment. There is no doubt that because the build-
ing industry is operating at its highest level
since the 1 960s, the workers in that industry
could, if they chose to, claim substantially
increased wages and conditions.

It is because the Federal and State Govern-
ments have been involved, both in terms of the
generality of the wages accord and specifically
because of concern about the building industry,
that that has not happened. If one had been
talking in the mid-1970s before the first set of
wage indexation guidelines, or if one had been
talking in 198 1-82 when the Howard formula
for determining these matters was in vogue-
and one simply went out into the marketplace
and worked out what one could get-one
would see that a 17 per cent increase in wages
was obtained at a time of deep depression in
the economy. Workers in the heavy engineering
industry, which was on the verge of collapse at
the time, were still able to obtain those huge
wage increases. Imagine what the increases
would be now, with the economy of this State
booming, and with the national economy in a
lot better shape than it was three or four years
ago. One finds that very substantial wage in-
creases have occurred.

Because of that, and because the Govern-
ment wants to preside over an expansionary
economy and to provide the huge increase in
job numbers that we have without introducing
the major factor of inflation, which is normally
the case, the Government has been involved at
a State level with the unions. The Government
believes that the environment which is created
in some of these industries of itself leads to
industrial disputation. Thus the Government
has tried to create a different environment.

No-one has ever said that there is some sort of
magical person who can, by waving a wand, or
by calling a tripartite group together, solve
everything. The Government cannot do that;
indeed, no-one can. What the Government can
do, however, is to commence the process which
will ensure that in the future as many as poss-
ible of these disputes will be handled on that
basis.

If members look at the way these changes
took place in the coal industry, for example, 25
years ago, they will see that massive disrup-
tions were occurring almost constantly. It was
worse than the iron ore or the building indus-
tries. However over a period, the leadership of
the union-mainly the member for Collie at
that time-the mine owners and other bodies
who dealt with this matter deliberately went on
a path to change that situation. They tried to
bring people together and effectively they
changed the atmosphere and the ethos so that
people operating in that industry recognised
that there was a better way. No-one would deny
that conditions and rates of pay and so on of
workers in the coal industry in Collie are other
than very good indeed. This has all been
achieved over the last 25 years and indeed dur-
ing the last 21 years only three days have been
lost as a result of disputation.

The iron ore industry experienced terrible
disruption over the last 17 years, but now
under the influence of this Government's direc-
lion a position has been reached where the in-
dustry is operating at one-sixth of the level of
industrial disputation at which it was operating
when the Liberal Government was in office.

Several members interjected.
Mr PARKER: I am following the very good

lead of the Leader of the Opposition. However
I am drawing the argument out logically, which
is different from what the Leader of the Oppo-
sition did.

In the same way that this situation was
achieved in the Collie coal industry, so the
Government has achieved it in the iron ore
industry. Similarly we have sought-not absol-
utely, but in a technical sense-the same sort of
thing in the building industry. For a whole
range of reasons there is no doubt that the
building industry is suffering considerable dis-
ruption at the moment and this disruption has
escalated over the past week. Of course, the
Leader of the Opposition has concentrated his
attention in this motion on the Builders
Labourers federation. The BLF is but one of
the unions operating in the building industry.
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In fact, the major dispute which has had the
major disruptive impact on the industry to
which the Leader of the Opposition referred in
his contribution-and which is certainly not
referred to in the motion-is between the
Building Workers Industrial Union and the
Furniture Trades Industrial Union over a de-
marcation award brought down in the State
Industrial Relations Commission. That, in fact,
has had more of an impact during the last few
days than the dispute which has received the
publicity because of a march held yesterday, in
which the BLF was involved.

Having said that, there is no doubt that the
BLF has also been involved, as have other
unions in the industry, in different issues. The
issue which led to the BLE holding its rally
yesterday was that of safety. The Leader of the
Opposition said the issue was "allegedly" to do
with safety, as if he regarded it as some form of
a ruse to justify the dispute. That really had
nothing to do with it. I am aware that from
time to time that can be the situation; but in
this circumstance two major accidents have oc-
curred on building sites, one of which resulted
in a death and the other in a very serious injury
which, I understand, may still result in a death,
although of course everybody hopes this will
not be so. The Minister for Works told me that
the police, in fact, were quite critical in relation
to one building site where a bomb threat was
received. The contractors involved would not
clear the site Of Workers and not only the
workers but also the police were concerned that
the proper procedures were not followed.
Whether it is right to hold a rally about that
matter is one thing; but certainly one can
understand the concern of workers that their
own safety conditions be protected.

As I say, I do not endorse what was done by
the unions, but the fact remains that their ac-
tions arose from a genuine feeling of concern. I
do not know whether the Leader of the Oppo-
sition knows very much about the building in-
dustr as a whole, but workers do become very
familiar with each other because they are often
not merely members of a team but people who
have joined up together on different sites. Over
a period of years they have come to know a lot
of the people who are working in the industry
in general. When one of their colleagues, who
may also very well be one of their friends, is
hurt or killed, inevitably that leads to a reac-
tion of concern that this situation could be al-
lowed to continue.

There does appear recently to have been a
rash of these sorts of incidents and safety prob-
lems on site. The union attitude to that, and I
do not know whether it is correct, is that it
probably shows a certain slackness on the part
of builders. I notice that in the Press the union
has indicated that it is not satisfied with the
Government's site inspectors and has indicated
that it felt it necessary to demonstrate to both
employers and Government that its position
was very Firm and that those sorts of issues had
to be attended to.

I do not know Precisely what is involved but
I certainly believe that a genuine concern exists
regarding safety; the matter has been of con-
cern over many years. Indeed, over many years,
the Industrial Relations Commission, where it
has been convinced there was a genuine prob-
lem, has awarded additional pay for the people
involved if there was some danger in their re-
maining on the site in the interim period.

In respect of the case involving Multiplex the
position is that that Organisation is not for-
mally a part of the building industry arrange-
ment that was initiated by my colleague, Hon.
Peter Dowding, which involves both the
Australian Federation of Construction Con-
tractors and the Master Builders Association.
As I understand it, Multiplex is not involved
because those two bodies, particularly the
MBA, insisted that it was a condition of their
entering into such an arrangement that the
company not be part of it. There is no doubt
that the agreement, which as the Leader of the
Opposition said does not include Multiplex,
has been working quite well. In fact every time
I see officials of the Master Builders As-
sociation they tell me how marvellously the
agreement is working. I notice that the Leader
of the Opposition was quoted in a news bulletin
this morning saying in effect that the building
industry agreement had failed. That is simply
not the case. Generally speaking the agreement
is working extremely well.

The Leader of the Opposition made a rather
snide remark concerning the availability of the
Government's former arbitrator, Mr Butler. I
understand that it is true that at one stage he
took three days' leave, but apart from that he
has been totally available. One cannot forecast
when disputes will occur and people, being
human, must take their leave.

What the Opposition is seeking to achieve is
for the Government to rush in to take action
which it believes should be brought against one
particular union, but it is a much more
complex situation than that. It is not as though
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the Government is not doing anything about it.
The Government has a number of different
weapons in its armoury and I have held many
discussions with my colleague, the Minister for
Industrial Relations, about some of.the actions
he is prepared to take. There is no doubt that
the Government is concerned about these sorts
of things and disputes must be solved in the
best possible way in order to improve the situ-
ation without aggravating it. For obvious
reasons I do not want to go into detail about
what my colleague proposes.

In regard to Multiplex Constructions Pty
Ltd, I understand that it has telexed various
unions and has met with the Australian Coun-
cil of Trade Unions seeking its assistance in
this dispute.

I understand that my colleague and officers
from his department are also addressing the
issue in the following way: They are holding
discussions with the Trades and Labor Council.
The Trades and Labor Council has agreed to
convene a meeting between it, the building
unions and Government representatives for
next Monday. The Government has discussed
the issue with the ACTU-as well as Multiplex
approaching the ACTU-and the Government
has sought its assistance. The Government and
Multiplex are, at this moment, discussing the
issue, and that is where my colleague is right
now.

There is no doubt that there is a problem.
There is no doubt that there are things which
are happening about which the Government is
concerned-particularly, the way in which the
building industry has erupted in the last few
days.

It is interesting that with the way in which
the Opposition ran these matters when it was
in Government this sort of thing would not
have been noticed because it was an almost
daily occurrence. It is only because there has
been such a lot of peace for some considerable
time that an eruption, which admittedly is un-
fortunate and is opposed by the Government,
has attracted such attention.

The Opposition has rushed in in an oppor-
tunistic way to try to take advantage of the
situation. I think the Opposition Leader
dreams up his tactics when he reads the morn-
ing paper. Rather than having any genuine con-
cern for the future of the State or any genuine
concern to try to achieve a sorting out of the
situation he comes to the House with this mo-

tion which bears absolutely no resemblance to
anything which would lead in any way to a
resolution of this problem.

The great difference between the way in
which this Government approaches industrial
relations and the way the Opposition ap-
proached it when it was in Government is that
this Government seeks to resolve conflict, but
the Opposition, when in Government, sought
to create it.

MR MacKINNON (Murdoch-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [3.14 p.m.]: First, let
us examine the words of the Minister for min-
erals and Energy in his attack on the Leader of
the Opposition. He said that the Leader of the
Opposition's approach to the motion was not
specific and that he covered a whole range of
activities of other unions as well as the Builders
Labourers Federation.

I remind the Minister and the Government
that what we are talking about in respect of the
BLF is but the tip of an iceberg-an iceberg
which includes the letting off of John
O'Connor, a militant union thug, to Lake
Argyle where we saw intimidatory tactics from
the TWU, to the Fremantle and Bunbury Ports
where we saw the Government capitulate in the
forefront of union militancy, to today where we
see the ELF's activities manifesting themselves
in the streets of Western Australia. It is no
defence to say that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition is not genuine in his approach. What the
Leader of the Opposition and the Opposition
generally are saying is that the ELF is but the
tip of an iceberg which the Government is not
prepared to confront.

The Minister said that he justifies this mili-
tancy because we are in a period of high unem-
ployment, and that because there is plenty of
work around at the moment it is
understandable that we have industrial prob-
lems. The Opposition does not believe that. It
does not abide by union militancy at any time,
be it at a time of high unemployment or
otherwise. Militancy a: any time should be con-
demned by Governments because it is not in
the best interests of either the workers or the
community.

The Minister referred to the BLF dispute in
respect of safety matters. The Opposition has
not chosen to attack or even make a comment
about the safety issue involved. It would be the
first to work with the Government to support
actions so that industrial safety is assured on
building sites.
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However, the Opposition would not support,
as the Leader of the Opposition has already
said, unions taking the law into their own
hands as occurred yesterday in the streets of
Perth which resulted in disruption to the com-
munity.

Mr Speaker, if it were you or I who had
organised a march without approval, what
would have happened to us? We would have
been charged. There appears to be one law for
one group in the community-that is, the ordi-
nary, everyday, law-abiding citizen of the
State-and one law for another, the militant
union movement. This Government is cer-
tainly not in the business of ensuring that the
law is administered in a proper and
even-handed manner. An example of this was
when John O'Connor was let off the hook.

It is not surprising to hear the Minister for
Minerals and Energy defending militant action
on building sites when he, before he entered the
Parliament, was one of the architects of this
type of activity on building sites in this State.
He has the cheek to come into this House to say
that he is a Minister of a Government which is
keen to take up these issues in order to solve
disputes. Keen to solve them my eye! He was
one of the architects of disputes in years gone
by and now, as Minister of the Government, he
is willing to support those militant unionists'
activities.

The Minister said, "Our approach is concili-
atory. We are supporting the accord. Things are
different now and the environment is differ-
ent." Was it the accord that led to John
O'Connor being let off the hook? I wonder why
he was let off? Was the action of the ELF yes-
terday, in thumbing its nose at law and order in
the streets of Perth, part of the accord? Mr
Speaker, you and I know what the accord is
about. It is about union control of Govern-
ment. That is why Bob Hawke had to obtain
the approval of the ACTU before he could
make the tax package public. As Alan Jones
has rightly said, "If Bob Hawke wanted to run
Australia he should have stayed in the ACTU
because he is not running it now as the Prime
Minister of Australia." The accord means that
he has sold his birthright to the union move-
ment in this nation. The accord is nothing
more or less than about redistributing income
and power into the hands of the militant few.

The Minister said, "The Government is very
concerned and is looking into it." It is like the
old television Government. It is also a wonder
it is not holding an inquiry-it holds an in-
quiry into every other problem around the

place. He also has said that the Government is
seeking negotiations and discussions. The ELF
will discuss until it is blue in the face and will
sign agreements at a dime a dozen, but will it
honour them?

This Current dispute is about a building in-
dustry agreement that was negotiated and
signed in October 1984. It has been breached
almost weekly since that time, yet the Govern-
ment has the cheek to say that it is discussing
matters with the union movement in order to
arrive at an agreement. What will that agree-
ment be worth? It will not be worth the paper it
is written on, just like every other agreement
negotiated by the BLF since October 1984 and
before that date. If the Government wishes to
live down the O'Connor case and its reputation
with respect to militant unions, it is time it
took on this dispute and others like it.

I give one example of what I mean. Govern-
ment members should drive down St George's
Terrace past the T & G building and have a
look at the scaffolding on that building. It was
due to be pulled down on 10 October and it is
still there. It is still there because the ELF will
not allow it to be pulled down, despite direc-
tions from Commissioner Coleman that it be
pulled down. The companies have telexed the
Premier and the Minister about the dispute,
but nothing has happened. The BLF is allowed
to thumb its nose at the law, at the Govern-
ment and at the companies whose money is on
the line on behalf of the clients for whom they
are building. The Government clearly does not
support law and order. It does not support re-
sponsibility in union activity. In fact, it obvi-
ously condones such lack of responsibility. Un-
less it moves in the Parliament of Western
Australia within the next few days to take ac-
tion-in line with no other person than the
Prime Minister of this country, an ex-president
of the ACTU-it will clearly be nailing its flag
to the mast of endorsing militant union activi-
ties in this State, as it has done since coming to
office.

MR BRYCE (Ascot-Deputy Premier) [3.22
p.m.]: It is a tired old Opposition that comes to
the Chamber today with a motion which pro-
vides us with the evidence that in recent weeks
it has run out of imagination and any interest
in positive alternative Government policies. It
then trots out the industrial relations can and
gives it a kick. I am talking about the Oppo-
sition's use of the parliamentary forum to dem-
onstrate its Political Priorities. During the
1960s, its predecessors used to trot out the Red
can whenever they were completely bereft of
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policies and give it a kick. Likewise in the
I1980s, whenever the Opposition is similarly be-
reft, it trots out the industrial relations can and
kicks it.

I explain to the Leader of the Opposition
before he leaves the Chamber-although he
moved the motion-that one aspect of the Op-
position's attitude generally concerns the
Government. The Government is very con-
cerned about this unholy alance that is
developing between Bill Hassell's Liberals and
the Trotskyites and extreme leftists throughout
Australia. Let us examine the evidence. Where
are the groups in this community that are
weekly launching attack after attack on the ar-
bitration system? Who are the people who have
identifed themselves as those with a preoccu-
pation to condemn and denigrate the arbi-
tration system? The answer is Bill Hassell's
Liberals on the extreme right and on the ex-
treme left of the political spectrum the
Trotskyists, who for a quarter of a century have
denigrated the arbitration system and who, had
they had their way, would have seen that arbi-
tration system dismantled. The Trotskyites in
this community are hell-bent on achieving the
law of the jungle. With their outlook on life,
they feel they will benefit from a revolutionary
struggle.

Who do we see arm in arm with the
Trotskyites launching attacks week after week
on that same arbitration system, but the Leader
of the Opposition in Western Australia and a
limited number of his colleagues in the Federal
Parliament.

That is not true of all the Liberals, by any
means. A significant number of Liberals and
the vast majority of my party happen to believe
that the arbitration system is very valuable and
worthwhile. As the weeks go by we sit back and
observe the Leader of the Opposition align
himself with those forces of the extreme left.

There was one other rather remarkable oc-
casion in the last few months that brought to
our attention this unholy alliance between the
extreme right of the Liberal Party and the ex-
treme left of the Australian political spectrum.
I refer to their similar reactions to the identity
card. Who in the political process in this
country has stood on their hind legs and
advocated total opposition to a system of ident-
ity cards? The answer is, none other than Bill
Hassell and his Liberals in Western Australia.
The Leader of the Opposition here has told the
public that he intends to burn his identity card
on the steps of Parliament House. Only the

extreme right of the Liberal Party seems to
have the sense of paranoia which it shares with
the extreme left. I find that quite fascinating.

Mr Hassell: You're not speaking the truth.
Mr BRYCE: Does the Leader of the Oppo-

sition oppose the introduction of the ID card?
Mr Hassell: I oppose ID cards, but I never

mentioned the burning of the card.
Mr BRYCE: I never noticed the Leader of

the Opposition's retraction of the report in the
Press that he intended to burn his ID card.

Mr Hassell: It was never reported in the
Press. I challenge you to produce any report
that said I would burn the card.

Mr BRYCE: Let us then begin with the ad-
mission of the Leader of the Opposition. He
does not always admit the whole truth and
nothing but the truth. We have become very
accustomed to that. He has just admitted to the
Chamber that he has a fundamental opposition
to the production and use of a system of ident-
ity cards in Australia.

Mr Hassell: Compulsorily.
Mr BRYCE: Yes. We must ask who else in

the politics of this country has such opposition
to the card. The answer again is the extreme
left. Once again, the Opposition is arm in arm
with extremists on the fringe of the political
systems in its opposition, first, to the arbi-
tration system and, second, to the ID card.

We have noted with some sense of amuse-
ment that the Leader of the Opposition finds
himself in company with the extreme left. It
would seem that he shares the same sense of
paranoia. Why is it that the extreme right is
worried about an identity card system? Why is
it that the extreme left of the political system is
worried about a system of identity cards? It
would seem that they share some unabiding,
terrible, uncomfortable sense of paranoia.
Maybe it is because they have in the mildest of
senses a guilty conscience. For the life of me, I
cannot fathom any other reason.

We on this side of the Chamber find it fasci-
nating that at a time close to a general election
at which the electors of Western Australia will
be asked to make a choice between who cur-
rently governs Western Australia and the party
which would seek to govern the State, the Op-
position comes to Parliament, which is its
number one forum in which to demonstrate
whether it has any credible policies and
whether it has worked itself into a position to
be entitled to take over the reins of Govern-
ment, with this motion, once again kicking the
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old industrial can. As I said earlier, its
predecessors 20 years ago when bereft of poli-
cies sought to do the same with the Red can.

In all seriousness, Mr Speaker, the Leader of
the Opposition would be well advised to accept
the folly of his move and seek to withdraw this
motion in a sense of shame.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND) BILL

fin Committee
Resumed from 12 November. The Deputy

Chairman of Committees (Mr Taylor) in the
Chair; Mr Brian Burke (Treasurer) in charge of
the Bill.

Progress was reported after Division 85 had
been agreed to.

Division 75: Mines, $29 509 000-
Mr PETER JONES: An allegation is made

which is not identified here but which relates to
computer costings and retrieval information. I
am pleased some finance is still being found for
that purpose. From my informants in the in-
dustry and some of those involved in the de-
partment 1 understand this has not proceeded
quite as fast as was originally hoped when the
programme was Started in 1982. That is not the
fault of the Minister, or even due to lack of
finance, because it is not something which can
be done overnight.

In 1983 1 saw a resources retrieval system in
North America which I subsequently discussed
with Dir Kelly. I made an arrangement with the
Director General of Mines, and he visited that
place on his recent trip to Canada. He has been
able to see what can be done in that area, par-
ticularly when it comes to gaining quick access
to the history of any particular tenement.

Much work has been done in getting that
going, but there is still a long way to go. One of
the difficulties is knowing what ground is avail-
able for claim. That is probably the greatest
difficulty of all. Those who operate in the
Yilgarn eastern goldfields, or Murchison, never
see a Government Gazelle- they never see a
normal newspaper where the mining tenements
are published. Indeed some years ago there was
a debate as to exactly where information would
be published.

So far as the industry is concerned, ten-
ements which have been forfeited or are nor-
mally available should be known so that pros-
pectors and companies in the field are aware of
what ground is available for claim. You, Mr
(135)

Deputy Chairman, would be aware of the con-
cerns which have been expressed at times re-
garding that matter.

I comment on it only because I know things
are proceeding and I hope the Government will
continue to keep the pressure on in that regard.

The next item relates to the general policies
of the Mines Department. In other words it is
not written on a piece of paper and is not part
of the Mining Act or the regulations or any-
thing of that nature. The Minister has said this
has been the longstanding policy of the Mines
Department to do things in this way. I feel sure
that is one of the things which has led to the
implementation of some of the changes which
needed to be made.

The Ministers of the day are not always
aware of what is being done because not every-
thing comes to a Minister. More particularly,
the Mines Department advisers will say that
such and such a thing cannot be done, or ex-
plain why it should not be done, or why they
feel something else should be done in another
way. I make that comment in relation to a
whole range of matters which have consistently
and for a very long time been the so-called
policy of the Mines Department. In many of
those cases they are either no longer acceptable,
or in some ways not sustainable.

That does not apply to them all. I am in no
way detracting from the fact there must be a
degree of flexibility in certain practices and
procedures, for example in some of the matters
relative to the tenement inspection system and
to the practices under the Explosives and
Dangerous Goods Act. It concerns the policy
rather than the actual regulation. I hope the
Minister is aware of the problems this kind of
thing raises.

There was an occasion when amendments
were made to the Mining Act where the Mines
Department opposed some of the changes and
provided such information to the Hunt in-
quiry. This reflected the policies, procedures
and administrative practices of the department
rather than what might have been in the best
interests of the industry.

What [ am saying is really this: Is the general
philosophy of the Mines Department and the
Minister at present one of controlling the
mining industry by way of administrative con-
trol and regulation? I hope it is not.

I hope that, with the new Mining Act and
with the regulations and procedures which are
now slowly developing, the policies of the
Mines Department in an administrative and
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regulatory sense will facilitate rather than ad-
minister and control the industry and take note
of its demands and needs. I hasten to add that
the policy of facilitation must be arranged
within the legal parameters of the Act and its
regulations. There needs to be considerable
flexibility and that flexibility should not be
weighed down by various controls and changes
which the Mines Department may wish to im-
plement.

The cornerstone of the Mines Department is
the Mining Act and I understand that the Min-
ister will now proceed with the amendments to
the Act which are currently before another
place as a result of recommendations flowing
from the Hunt committee. I support those
changes as has been done in the House before
other than that change relating to the private
land-holders. The other changes, however, do
reflect the commitment made by the previous
Government and maintained by this Govern-
ment, even though the Minister's immediate
predecessor made some flamboyant statements
about returning to the 1904 provisions. Despite
what was said by the Government when it was
in Opposition, the current amendments it has
introduced back right away from the
statements it made and the indications it gave
that it would change some aspects of the Act,
such as ministerial discretion. In fact, the
Government has quite properly allowed for a
certain degree of flexibility and provided more
ministerial discretion in one or two additional
places.

Another matter which comes within the
purview of the Mines Department is the
Government Chemical Laboratories, over
which hangs a degree of uncertainty. I am not
sure whether the Minister has been made aware
of changes that were foreshadowed by the pre-
vious Government relating to the Government
Chemical Laboratories, particularly the sugges-
tion that they be moved from their Adelaide
Terrace and Plain Street site. One suggested
site was the premises of a former school owned
by the Education Department. One of the
reasons for the shift was the matter of safety;
the laboratories did not want a multistorey
building. The former school was vacant
although the Education Department was want-
ing to do something else with it; but it could
have been turned over to the laboratories.

That was not proceeded with for one reason,
which is that an inquiry was undertaken into
the functions of the Government Chemical
Laboratories and the work being done by the
laboratories and other Government depart-

ments in competition with the laboratories. I
do not know whether the Minister has seen a
copy of the work that was done. All the depart-
ments were circularised requesting information
on the analytical work they did. It was found
that within Government something like eight
or nine different departments or
instrumentalitlies were testing water; that is,
apart from the Government Chemical
Laboratories, the old Metropolitan Water
Board, Westrail-which was still testing water
as a hangover from the days of steam engines-
and the Department of Agriculture were testing
water. The idea was to cut out the duplication
before a decision was made about the possible
relocation of the Government Chemical
Laboratories; and it might have been deter-
mined that the laboratories should stay where
they were. It was also thought necessary to de-
cide on the -appropriate structure and
responsibilities of the laboratories.

The Minister would be aware that I estab-
lished a comnmittee to inquire into the purchas-
ing of equipment, because the Government
Chemical Laboratories were being held back in
this area of purchasing scientific and analytical
equipment whereas other Government depart-
ments were able to hide such purchases in
larger budgets-the Education Department
was one. A scientific equipment committee was
established under the direction of Basil Rae, I
think. It approved the purchase of equipment
from other Government departments in order
to cut down on the duplication. What I am
signalling is that perhaps the Minister might
indicate the current situation with respect to
the Government Chemical Laboratories.

I take this opportunity to comment on the
retirement from the Mines Department of the
director of its petroleum branch. I associate
myself with the comments the Minister made
publicly in commending John Sharp for the
work he did for the State over many years. The
State was well served by him in that position
and I know he had the conftidence of industry
at both State and Federal level. I hope his suc-
cessor is able to capitalise on that and, indeed,
inherit some of John Sharp's standing.

Of concern to mc are comments made to me
by industry regarding some aspects of the ac-
tivities of the Mines Department. The Mines
Department in WA has previously enjoyed a
good reputation in its administration of mining
and exploration activities, both onshore and
offshore, and has had a great degree of credi-
bility when it amc to confidentiality of dis-
cussions and information conveyed to it. I am
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very disappointed to have been told that that
reputation for confidentiality is no longer ac-
cepted by some sections of industry. The lack
of confidentiality affects not so much the
Mines Department officers per .se but the gen-
eral administration of the mining and explo-
ration industries in this State.

That feeling of confidentiality no longer pre-
vails in some sections of industry when it
comes to discussions of company programmes
with the Mines Department and the Depart-
ment of Resources Development. That is a
great disappointment for me and I hope that
confidentiality can be built up again so that we
can regain our credibility and reputation for
integrity of information and confidentiality
which we have enjoyed for so long.

My final point relates to the number of per-
sons in the department and the construction of
new buildings. It has been the ambition of the
Mines Department for many years to construct
stage 2 of Mineral House. I know the depart-
ment's officers did not think I gave that Project
very high priority. I did not. There is no
Government department or instrumentality yet
that, if it is provided with a building, will not
fill it.

I certainly did not see, and quite frankly I
still do not see, the need for a burgeoning num-
ber of administrative personnel in that area. I
know it is suggested that this Government has
given the Mines Department additional
responsibilities and that there are growing
functions in some areas. Notwithstanding all
the developments, there has been a reduction
in the reporting required under the new Mining
Act, and that will be reduced even further in
due course. In spite of that an increasing num-
ber of people are involved in administration.

I know that during my period as Minister
there was a transitional period with the new
filing and reporting system and requirements
coming into effect under the new Act. Notwith-
standing that, there still seems to be in the view
of industry an enormous administrative effort
going on in the department. For example, I
placed on the Notice Paper. today a question
asking why it took from mid-1980 when the
warden made a recommendation for the
granting of some mineral claims in the Pilbara
until 19 August 1985 for the Minister to finally
deal with the matter. That is some five years
later, and then the claims were refused. That is
an unacceptable situation in this day and age.
Why should it take so long to deal with and
process applications and recommendations
from a warden's court?

Other than that I note the increases that are
being provided and I hope that the Mines De-
partment manages to streamline its operation
and take advantage of the implementation of
proposed changes a littie more quickly than has
been the case previously.

Mr PARKER: I thank the member for
Narrogin for his contribution. He raised a
number of points. The first related to the
system for the retrieval of information. It cer-
tainly is the case that that has proceeded at a
very rapid rate. The computerisation of the de-
partment has gone ahead, and the member
would be aware that computer funds are not all
shown in the departmental estimates. There is
a central computer fund which takes the funds
and distributes them in a manner approved by
the DOCIT. There has been major acquisition
of mainline computers for the Mines Depart-
ment over the last couple of years. The Com-
munity Employment Programme funds which
became available were of tremendous assist-
ance in enabling us without having an impact
on the Consolidated Revenue Fund to employ
people to do data take-up. When one has these
systems, apart from devising the system and
the software and everything that go with it, one
of the other things one has to do is to get the
data taken up. We were able to do that with
some CEP employees, and that has been of
great assistance.

We have introduced the WAMEX system
which has been explained to industry. 1
attended a function about six to eight months
ago when its availability was explained to in-
dustry. it means that one can now go into the
system, and accepting that there are items
which are confidential because of the Act and it
is designed to protect that confidentiality, one
can find out what tenements a company holds,
for example. One can also look up commodi-
ties-plainum, for example-and the system
will give a list of all the locations. One can
refine the information down to particular min-
eral fields and so on.

That is one area. Another area is the ten-
ement retrieval area where there have been
some problems. That was proposed as a pilot
system with some involvement by the Public
Service Board. It chose three departments to be
involved in a pilot system of file retrieval, and
tenement retrieval is one way of doing that.
There have been some problems, not with staff
or computing, but to do with programming and
the interaction with the Public Service Board.
Certainly the level of information is much
greater than it was.
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The other aspect which is important of
course is that the tenement Files are much more
up-to-date, We have well and truly reduced
the very large backlog-it is not completely
gone-in relation to tenement registration and
processing. We are now talking about a situ-
ation in which there is little delay in tenement
processing except where there are compli-
cations over which the Mines Department
usually has no control; for example, where the
area is vested in another Minister, or statutory
authority, or it is private land. Then there can
be quite extensive delays, but they are to do
mainly with receipt of advice and in some cases
with permission from the authorities in whom
the land is vested.

The member referred to what he described as
the general policy of the Mines Department.
One of the member's colleagues, a former Min-
ister in the Government of which he was a
member, once said to me that in his days the
Mines Department's attitude was that if Paddy
Hannan did not do it it was not a good idea.
One area in which I would like to compliment
the member for Narrogin is the appointment of
Dr Kelly as Director General of Mines. I do not
think there is any doubt whatever that before
Dr Kelly came that was probably a very accu-
rate comment. The department at that time
was overwhelmingly clerical. The people run-
ning it were not Professionals in an industry
sense; they were people who had come up from
the clerical side, from the Crown Law Depart-
ment and moved into that area.

Dr Kelly has made a major difference in
bringing the department into the twentieth cen-
tury. Since I have been Minister we have ad-
ditionally appointed Dr Playford as Assistant
Director General, and he is also doing an ex-
tremely good job. We have appointed a new
State Mining Engineer from the private sector,
Mr Torlach, who is also doing an excellent job.
A whole range of those sorts of things have
happened. We have given support in various
areas to try to ensure that those professional
service areas to the industry are upgraded. I
have mentioned computing, but other areas in-
clude the reorganisation of the tenement regis-
tration division, and the reorganisation of the
mining registration division which was ac-
complished following a report we com-
missioned on that. That has led to its reorganis-
ation into geographical locations rather than
the vertical integration it had previously.

Generally speaking I think it is true to say
that the Mines Department-and I would not
take the credit for this; the vast bulk of it be-

longs to Dr Kelly, although we have given sup-
port where necessary and urged it along on
other occasions when we thought things were
important-is very much up with the times in
my view. There are still problem areas and
areas with inadequate resources. There are
areas where perhaps attitudes might change,
but in general terms there has been a vast im-
provement.

The philosophy of the department in general
terms is that it is to assist the industry and not
control it. Obviously it has certain control
functions, and in order to be of assistance to
the mining industry and the many people who
operate within it it needs to exercise control.
For example, the State Mining Engineer's Div-
ision has control functions through the Mines
Regulation Act in relation to health and welfare
of mining employees, and in some other areas
as well. That certainly is part of it, but it is very
much the situation that the department regards
itself as an assistance to industry.

All the comments I get about the department
are complimentary and the member for
Narrogin would appreciate that I meet a huge
number of people in industry at innumerable
functions. Many of these people deal with
Mines Departments in every State of the Com-
monwealth and overseas. They all say
universally that so far as Australia is concerned
this is by far the best Mines Department to deal
with. Many of them comment that they wish
they had a department like ours in their par-
ticular overseas country.

I am very surprised to hear the member's
cornments concerning confidentiality because I
have not heard that at all from anyone. No-one
has raised that issue with me, either directly or
obliquely.

Mr Peter Jones: I did not relate that entirely
to the department in my comments. I said that
in dealings in general there was a concern about
confidentiality.

Mr PARKER: I do not know with whom else
the dealings would be. No-one has complained
to me or given me any cause for concern about
confidentiality in this department or anywhere
else in my areas of responsibility. There is a lot
of very secret information residing in the
Mines Department and the Department of Re-
sources Development and the SEC, as the
member would be aware. I am not aware of any
concern about that information becoming pub-
licly available at any stage.
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Quite a lot of damage could be done to com-
mercial interests if that were to become pub-
licly available. The Hunt committee was
initiated by this Government under my
predecessor and reported to me. As a result we
did have two major areas of difference between
the committee and the Government. Firstly
there was the discrepancy to which the member
referred. I think that the Chamber should look
back on the stance that we took in Opposition
in 1978 when this Act was going through. A lot
of advice that we needed at that time-and the
member would know how difficult it is to ob-
tain advice when one is in Opposition-dealt
with various aspects of law. I think it is cer-
tainly true to say that lawyers do not like minis-
terial discretion because it does not give them
room for involvement. Lawyers like matters to
be cut and dried so that they can go to court
and their interests and incomes are served
thereby. On the other hand industry particu-
larly likes ministerial discretion because it rec-
ognises that the Minister can be flexible and it
can put good arguments to him, which after
discussion can be sorted out in not too legal-
istic ways.

If anything, I would say that the department
would have more rather than less ministerial
discretion. That is an area which is perhaps
distinct from some of the criticisms by the
spokesman for the then Opposition. Perhaps
the fact that I am not a lawyer is the reason for
that. The other difference between the Hunt
committee and the government is whether or
not there should be a chief mining warden.
Certainly it is true that the department was
opposing that view and I have my own view on
why it took such a strong stance. The Govern-
ment was anxious to have some reform of the
Mining Act and we decided that we would not
at that stage implement that recommendation
and that we would keep it under review. As
time progresses it may well be that we come to
believe that that is an appropriate situation.
Some of the decisions I have had to deal with
recently would indicate to me that it would not
be a bad thing if there were a chief mining
warden. We will, however, keep the situation
under review.

I am aware of the concern for the future of
the Government Chemical Laboratories. This
body is continually subject to review, under
both previous Governments and ourselves. The
last review was initiated by the functional re-
view committee which appointed a consultant
to work on it. The functional review committee
reported and I have now received that report.

My colleague the Minister for Budget Manage-
ment to whom the functional review com-
mittee reported passed it on to me and I have
made a copy of it available to the Director
General of Mines with instructions that it is
not to be given to anybody else. I am very
concerned about that repont because I do not
believe it is capable of implementation. If it
were to be implemented, it would cause great
distress in the Government Chemical
Laboratories. I do aot think that is right in
principle and as a result I have indicated that I
will go to the department and to the
laboratories to discuss with the officers the con-
tents of that report and the logistical issues that
are involved as well as the potential relocation
of the site. I think most people would agree that
Plaine Street is no longer the optimum site for
the laboratories and as we are planning for the
future we ought to be planning to see where we
could relocate the laboratories.

It is true that the officers of the Government
Chemical Laboratories work under very great
pressure. The chief of the Government Chemi-
cal Laboratories recently retired and his
position has not yet been filled. While I do not
support the thrust of the functional review
committee's report, there are administrative
and hierarchical changes that could be made to
better manage the body in structural terms than
it is currently being managed. The Government
will take the opportunity of a number of retire-
menits and changes that will happen to make
that laboratory a much more effective organis-
ation.

Several members interjected.

Mr PARKER: It does extremely well. For
example in relation to the police, the level of
forensic testing has increased by a very large
percentage as a result of police activity in drug
detection and in other matters such as random
breath testing. The contents of the tea urn at
Canning Vale Prison, for example, were
analysed and discovered by the chemical
laboratories to contain marijuana. That sort of
thing has led to an increase in the level of for-
ensic exploration, which is already extremely
highly regarded in this State. Mr Macilinden,
the head of the laboratories, recently became
the world president of the forensic pathology
association. The Queensland Minister for
Racing and Gaming, Mr Russ Hinze, sent
samples over to Western Australia in order to
ask for advice from the laboratories here.

Several members interjected.
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Mr PARKER: True. He had the confidence
in the Western Australian laboratories to know
that that would happen.

Several members interjected.
Mr PARKER: I think he was looking for a

reliable place to send his material.
Several members interjected.
Mr PARKER: It shows the high regard with

which the laboratory is held. Just recently the
Cabinet Budget subcommittee allocated
$135 000 to the forensic laboratories in view of
the difficulties it had in keeping up with de-
mands from the Police Force and from the
racing industry. Thai should completely elim-
inate the backlog of forensic activity for the
police and for the racing industry. As well, a
research programme has been largely funded by
the racing industry in conjunction with
Murdoch University in order to develop
further methods of detecting doping of horses
and so on.

We have made some equipment purchases
but this is a continuing problem, and one of the
things that we will need to do in the overall
restructuring of the laboratories is to devise a
way to overcome the increasing obsolescence of
the equipment. It is the case that it must be
replaced periodically; for example there are gas
chromatographs which are I I years old and
simply are not working. We are also looking at
other more sensible locations for the chemical
engineering laboratory, which could be
relocated even within the same structure to en-
able a better usage of facilities.

I thank the member for Narrogin for his
endorsement of my comments on Mr Sharpe's
service to the State over many years. One cer-
tainly trusts that both in his holidays and in his
subsequent consulting career Mr Sharpe gets
his just deserts. The new director, Mr Fraser,'
comes very highly regarded. In fact the
Government was pleasantly surprised that he
applied. He was the head of a similar division
in Victoria. I think he decided that Western
Australia was where it was at as far as pet-
roleum activity was concerned. I am pleased
that he has chosen the smaller and more excit-
ing Western Australian division to work in. I
certainly wish Mr Fraser well.

I believe the new building is important. We
have reached the stage where there are bits of
the department scattered all over the place. The
tenement mining registration and petroleum
division are both located in the Merlin Plaza,
There are other divisions in other pants of the
city. There has certainly not been any great

burgeoning of staff since I have been Minister.
The department received around three new
staff in the last Budget and eight in the Budget
before last so overall it has been a very small
growth, While it is true there is a temptation to
fill up a building once one occupies it, we have
addressed that. Mr Chick Campbell, who is the
superintendent, has scaled down the size of the
original building and has made provision for
some of the floors to be sublet to other Govern-
ment departments.

Those things will be undertaken. As I have
said, there will not be a burgeoning of staff.
What we will see as a result of the new building
is administrative efficiencies. At the moment
staff are having to walk from Adelaide Terrace
to Plain Street in order to get from one section
of the department to another. The new building
will result in a better service to the public and
the industr.

The contracting sum for the new building
was less than expected and we are pleased with
what occurred. The Mines Department works
extremely well and it is one of those bodies on
which I do not have to keep a constant eye;
there are other areas of my portfolio about
which I do not feel the same. I have faith in Dr
Kelly and the issues which he brings before me
can be sorted out and they give me no cause for
concern.

The Committee can be sure that the funds
allocated to the Mines Department are moder-
ate and will be spent well.

Division 75 put and passed.
Division 76: State Batteries, $3 916 000-
Mr PETER JONES: The vote for State Bat-

teries is a little less than it was last year, but it
is a little more than was spent last year. I would
be interested to hear the Minister's comments
in regard to items 6 and 7. Last year the vote in
relation to the maintenance and purchase of
plant and equipment was $32 000. 1 am not
referring to loan funds. However, the amount
spent last year on these items was $7 500, but
this year the vote for the two items total
$7 000. It is the same amount that was spent
last year, but significantly less than the amount
which was estimated.

The State Batteries are an integral part of the
goldmining industry in this State and have
been for a long time. I hope they will continue
to be. I am sorry that a bigger commitment has
not been made to the batteries this year.

Admittedly, revenue is derived from the bat-
teries, but it does not appear in the Estimates
with which we are dealing. I understand that it
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is covered in the Consolidated Revenue Fund
Estimates. Perhaps the Minister would indicate
what the Government proposes or what its pol-
icy is in regard to development and upgrading
of and expenditure on State Batteries regardless
of from where the money is generated. It may
be generated from fees, charges or tailing oper-
ations such as those at Coolgardie.

Has the Government implemented any of
the recommendations of the Field report which
was presented some years ago? The Minister
would be aware that one recommendation was
to close one or two batteries and I think that
Sandstone was one of them. Although that
recommendation has not been acted upon, I
ask the Minister whether the Government is
proposing to maintain all the existing battery
operations in view of the upturn in the
goidmining industry.

I support the industry in its wanting to main-
tain the existing batteries. I know that it is an
unfortunate fact of economic life that the more
activity there is in the goidmining industry, the
greater is the use of batteries, but the more they
are used the more money they lose simply be-
cause the charges applied do not cover the
actual 'cost of operation. I know that superin-
tendent Ted Green has made suggestions about
how the operations of the batteries can be
improved. I ask the Minister to advise the
Chamber of the position applying to State Bat-
teries.

Mr PARKER: In general terms, the Govern-
ment strongly supports the operation of State
Batteries. In the General Loan Fund Estimates
a considerable amount of money has been
allocated to the upgrading of various aspects of
batter operations. I am sure the member for
Narrogin is aware of it.

Currently there is a much greater activity at
State Batteries than previously was the case
and given the charges regime it means that
more money is spent on such operations and
less money is generated.

The question of how to run State Batteries
services and what new types of services may be
introduced is a vexed one. Generally speaking,
people would like to see a medium range activ-
ity to cater for those people who have bigger
operations than the ordinary prospector, but
not as big as that of a company operating its
own mill. The batch system is much more diff-
cult to organise in a modern milling-type situ-
ation. If we were to substantially increase the

charges there would be a considerable outcry
from prospectors. Batteries are a service to
prospectors and are maintained as such.

As the member for Narrogin said the Field
report recommended the closure of some bat-
teries. The Government has no intention of
closing any of them. While there appears to be
a need for such services they will be
maintained. The Government is of the opinion
that some batteries could be upgraded and it is
looking at a range of opportunities available to
do this. Some suggestions about the location of
batteries and tailings from batteries are items
under current review by myself and the Direc-
tor General of Mines.

I point out that the area of saving from last
year's vote as opposed to last year's estimate
took place in central administration. In this
area, "Other staffing costs" decreased from
$302 000 to $195 000. Therefore, an amount of
$105 000 was the difference in one item. With
regard to items 6 and 7-the maintenance and
purchase of equipment-the difference
resulted from a change in arrangements con-
cerning vehicles. I point out that none of these
items are included in item 8-operational ser-
vices. The employees under this item are min-
isterial employees and not Public Service em-
ployees and the change in the estimate this year
is reflected in the accounting procedure.

Battery services were upgraded in certain
areas last year and there was more throughput
at the Coolgardie battery which previously had
operated at a low level.

The man who found that gold deposit which
has been the subject of much publicity put all
his ore through the Coolgardie battery which
kept it very busy. The overall deficit for the
battery is being kept very much at the same
level, taking into account the income from the
batteries which, as the member said, is shown
separately, and expenditure. The balance of a
$2 million subsidy overall by the State has been
kept over a quite a long period. Of course, that
has meant that in real terms that subsidy to
State batteries has declined quite substantially.
Obviously, the areas of saving have been only
in the area of central administration. That is an
activity here in Perth, not in the batteries out
in the field. That is a cause for concern.

I have no details about those three items, but
I have indicated to what I think they are re-
lated. I will let the member have more detailed
information by letter.

Division 76 put and passed.

4295



4296 [ASSEMBLY]

Division 77. Resources Development,
$5037000-

Mr PETER JONES: This estimate represents
a considerable increase on the previous year's
expenditure, but the significant allocation to
effluent management of $1.5 million has not
appeared before. Hence that distorts the Pic-
ture. But even without that $1.5 million item
there is a quite significant increase. Specifically
with respect to this Division, I ask the Minister
just what is involved in the allocation of
$301 000 to resource strategies and project
management under item 9. He has already sup-
plied me with the information about what is
involved under item 7, so I have no need to
discuss that item, which relates to word
processing equipment and the like. Last year
we voted some $185 000 to resource strategies
and project management and we spent nearly
$200 000. The estimate for 1985-86 is now
$301 000. What is involved under this item
would be of interest to Parliament.

It is very disappointing that the general man-
agement of resources development in this State
has become more widespread than it was pre-
viously. I am sure that the Minister would
probably disagree with what I am saying, but
the concept of the one-stop-shop has been
eroded in practice, even thoughl in them-, it
may very well be clung to by this Government.
Nowhere was this view more widely or suc-
cinctly represented than at the seminar on the
role of Government. The Minister had a contri-
bution to make to that seminar but was
unfortunately unable to attend and it was made
on his behalf. At that seminar Government
officers who spoke during the morning session
merely outlined a repetitive series of inter-
ventionist policies in a way which was a great
disappointment to those present. The view was
roundly challenged in the afternoon session.

One of the private sector speakers during the
afternoon was Mr Robinson, one of the devel-
opment officers from Esso. He outlined the
number of Government departments with
which his particular project had had to deal in
Order to get the Harbour Lights gold project at
Leonora off the ground. Quite frankly, it was a
very sad situation. I was not a participant in
any way and did not ask questions.

One of the comments made by the private
sector compared the Harbour Lights gold proj-
ect to the Argyle diamond project agreement
which was negotiated in 1981. At that time a
very complex agreement came before this Par-

liament. It was the subject of very significant
negotiations in terms of dealing with compli-
cated Aboriginal matters, for example.

However, that project was identified as one
of two examples of major resource projects
which could not be negotiated and proceeded
with in 1 985 under the philosophy and prac-
tices which those Government officers outlined
during the morning session at the seminar.

Instead of relating what I have heard the
Minister refer to as the continuation of the pre-
vious one-stop-shop, those officers indicated a
role in which they stood on their own. For
example, the Director of the Department of
Conservation and Environment spoke about
what he and his department would require and
the procedures that would have to be followed.
The Registrar of Sacred Sites foreshadowed a
far greater role than previously existed for his
department as far as administration is con-
cerned. I am not suggesting that that role was
any, less important previously; I am pointing to
the diflferent way the administration was car-
ried on and facilitated matters.

ft is a little disappointing to Find that that
role no longer exists in quite the same way and
that other departments have come out from the
complementary role they had before. I am not
meaning to imply that the Department of Re-
sources Development or the role of this Minis-
ter has diminished at all. I am simply saying
that the departmental ambitions of other de-
partments have been allowed to assume a far
greater position in the sun than they had before
and so, rather than being complementary to the
general thrust and pursuit of the Government's
policies and the general direction that might be
pursued, they now each adopt a far more vis-
ible profile with respect to their own policies
and ambitions.

I provide the example of the Department of
Health and the various responsibilities of that
department. Since that seminar, the
occupational health, welfare and safety outfit
has got its act rolling along. It too now adopts a
far higher profile. It now contacts businesses
and enterprises directly in a way that pre-
viously was not the case. In that regard, I feel
somewhat sorry for the Minister and his de-
partment which no longer can be quite sure and
certain of their position in the way they could
previously. They now have to share the sun-
light and the responsibility.

Had I known this was to be discussed today,
I would have brought a copy of the paper
presented by the Coordinator of Resources De-
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velopment. In either the ultimate or penulti-
mate paragraph he used a phrase about the
need for more staff in that department and
about the things that needed to be done in
order to reflect the policies of the Government.
Mr Hohnen was very careful not to comment
on the need to reflect the policies of his depart-
ment or himself-, he mentioned the need to re-
flect the policies of the Government. I support
what Mr Hohnen said because, as a responsible
public servant, he exists to administer and re-
flect the policies of the Government of the day.

My point is this: If the papers presented to
that seminar on the role of Government and
the demands which Government should place
on companies and various joint ventures which
want to establish projects in this State reflect
the policies of this Government, heaven help
us. For example, I refer to the paper presented
by Mr Robinson relating to the unending pur-
gatory that existed for nearly two years with the
Harbour Lights project when it was trying
to get off the ground, which had a proved re-
source and which was supported by the
Government. Despite Government support,
the project had to go through 21 or 22 different
departments and instrumentalities, licences
and approvals, in order to get off the ground.
That situation has been equated with the
Argyle Diamond project which was ex-
peditiously handled.

I do not want the Minister to think I am in
any way casting aspersions on him or the de-
partment. However, 1 am not just plucking this
out of the air; I am referring to a seminar and
the question time that followed where papers
Were presented on the role of Government in
its totality, papers which indicated a
controlling role rather than a facilitating role.
In fairness perhaps I should indicate that this
attitude was reflected a little unfairly, because I
know of examples where the Government has
facilitated some projects quite expeditiously-
amazingly expeditiously when it has suited the
Government, but amazingly unexpeditiously
on other occasions when it has not suited the
Government.-

I give as an example the Western Quarries
project at Toodyay, the one in which Westrail
has a 50 per cent interest. The activites of one
or two departmental officers from the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Environment were
quite reprehensible and made it very hard for
the Minister for Minerals and Energy and his
officers to facilitate that development. One
officer from the Department of Conservation
and Environment-according to the

company-actually sought to know the econ-
omic viability of the quarry and required infor-
mation of that sort. What the hell does the
economic viability of the project have to do
with that officer and his department? There are
others in that department who have sought to
adopt a role which would allow them not only
to expand their horizons of interest but
also take them into areas which are none of
their damned business. They foreshadowed for
themselves a role and responsibility to which
they were not-and are not-entitled and
which would not help the Government or any-
one else. Their moving in and preventing de-
velopment from taking place and controlling
and regulating other developments, I repeat,
would not help the State or the Government of
the day or anyone else wanting to do things and
to get things done.

Again, I ask the Minister to outline to me
exactly the role he thinks the department
should play in its relationship with industry.
One of the roles the co-ordinator outlined was
as a provider of information on the movement
in international commodity prices; he said the
Government wanted a unit set up within the
department to handle this information. After
the seminar I asked him why the hell the
Government wanted to do this. I do not know
whether the Minister directly receives this in-
formation now, but I certainly do; I receive two
commodity price index information sheets, one
on a quarterly basis and one on a monthly
basis. A numer of people and bodies provide
this information throughout the world; one of
the bulletins I receive is from a body in
Australia and the other is from a body in the
United States. The information is provided
free; certainly I get it sent to me for nothing.
Therefore, why do we need to go to the expense
of setting up in a Government department a
unit to establish movements in international
commodity prices?

The answer I was given was that the depart-
ment needed to be able to advise the Minister
on any international movements in
commmodity prices. That is no answer. Cer-
tainly the Government and the department
need to be kept aware of this information, but
the Government does not need to set up its
own monitoring service; all it need do is to plug
into any one of a number of services currently
available which can provide information on a
daily basis, on a long-range basis, on a forecast
basis and whatever other basis. Why should we
go into competition with them? However, that
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seems to be the Government's policy. This
move is totally unnecessary and it will not be
pursued when we are in Government.

I return to where I was before. I am
interested to learn about item 9, which has an
allocation of $301 000. 1 would like the Minis-
ter to explain the item 8 allocation of $225 000
which has been reduced, [ take it, because it
has worked its way out or has been transferred
to another body. I also want to know why the
iron ore consultative council is to receive
virtually a 100 per cent increase in funding
over the actual expenditure of last year. I hope
the Minister is able to insure against the am-
bitions of other departments and instru-
mentalities so that this department does man-
age to return to its single role as a one-stop
shop.

Mr COURT:. I take this opportunity while we
are discussing the Resources Development De-
partment to make a couple of points, and the
first relates to a gold tax. Over the last year or
so we have heard a lot of talk about what is
going to happen Or what is not going to happen
with a gold tax. Members opposite have kept
saying that a gold tax will not be introduced.
The issue needs to be simplified by saying that
if people vote for a Labor Government they
will get a gold tax; if they vote for a Liberal
Government they will not get a gold tax. That
is a commitment given by our State and Feder-
al leaders.

It is a commitment which has been given by
Mr Howard in recent weeks. lHe made the point
of making sure it went through the media in
Kalgoorlie because the member for Kalgoorlie
realised how sensitive this issue was and he
started spreading what were untruths about the
Liberal Party's position on this tax, which is
cheap politics; and the Liberal Party, both
Federally and State, has given that assurance. It
is a very simple issue. If one votes for a Liberal
Government one does not get a gold tax.

We have now a farce with the inquiry into a
gold tax which happens to come out just after
the next State elections.

Mr Parker: It has not started yet.
Mr COURT: It is a bit like the Government's

report into trading hours. It might get over the
line into the next Liberal Government.

Mr Parker: It will take a lot longer than that.
The inquiry will take at least a year to under-
take.

Mr COURT: I wanted to make that point in
connection with a gold tax because it annoys
me to hear the stories that members opposite

try to create. The Premier is pretty uptight
about the issue. He keeps making it clear that
the Government is opposed to the tax. I reiter-
ate that if one votes for a Liberal Government,
one will not get a gold tax.

I refer to uranium mining, It was news in the
first few months of this Government but with
the different policies which took place and the
decisions which the Federal party had made,
Western Australia was virtually counted out of
that market. I do not think we should forget the
fact that, because of the policies of this
Covernment, we lost the opportunity to de-
velop uranium mines in this State. That is
disappointing. It is a fuel which is required
around the world. We talk about trying to get
development in this State! There is no reason
why we could not be part of that industry. It is
alt right for other parts of Australia, but not all
right for Western Australia. It shows how much
the power of some of the lobby groups that
operate within the Australian Labor Party has
come to the fore.

The other point I want to mention, under
this section, is this question of the Iron Ore
Industry Consultative Council. Like the mem-
ber for Narrogin, I would appreciate an expla-
nation as to what the money it gets will be
spent on. I want to make what I hope are con-
structive comments on the operations of such a
body.

That council took a group of people overseas
in July this year. After they came back, they
prepared a report on their visit to Brazil. Basi-
cally the conclusions they drew in that report
were conclusions which I drew after a similar
visit a year prior to that. It was very pleasing to
read what these people were saying about the
need for us to realise what the world situation
currently is, what the competition is from other
countries, particularly in the iron ore industry
from Brazil, and the fact that overall we must
remain competitive. I do not know who funded
that particular trip but it would have been well
worthwhile,' particularly as they then tried to
tell the other people working in the Pilbara
about the situation and tried to get their mess-
age across. On returning to the Pilbara they
met with trouble on some of the mine sites in
getting their message across. From memory,
there was one group at Pannawonica who had a
guerilla campaign going to try to stop union
officials and members of the council who were
trying to get the message to the people working
there about the situation and what the con-
clusions and recommendations were from that
visit.
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I have informally discussed the matter with
the Minister and I would like to think that
when this body wants to get its message across
it will have the ability and will be given the
opportunity at the mine sites to get that mess-
age across. We are seeing tremendous compe-
tition from Brazil with its increased capacity
from its new Carajas project where 35 ad-
ditional million tonnes of ore will be entering
the world market. It is something we do have to
be prepared for. The track record we have in
the Pilbara is that we have been an efficient
supplier of ore and we have to make sure that
certain things are carried out to ensure that in
years to come we remain an efficient and re-
liable supplier of iron ore.

It was pleasing to see that the council had
identified the very same concerns we had. The
member for Narrogin and myself, when we
returned from Brazil, were in a state of shock
because we had not quite grasped the magni-
tude of what Brazil was doing with its existing
mines, let alone with the new mines it was
bringing on stream.

Would the Minister be good enough to
further outline what the additional funding
required is for, with reference to that council?

We have a problem arising with the question
of bauxite mining and alumina production. For
some years, these mines have been operating in
a tight market and commodity prices have
remained very low. In recent weeks we have
heard the news that production will have to be
cut down at some of those refineries. I would
like to think that for the good of all, some
arrangement could be reached where, to the
best of the ability of all parties concerned, the
employment levels can remain. Because things
are tough, I would like to see the attitude where
we all pull our belts in, to get through the cur-
rent difficult times, because hopefully in a few
years down the track the scene will change and
we can return to more buoyant conditions.
Things in that particular industry, just as in
many sections of agriculture, are tough. We
have to recognise that we are operating in an
international marketplace. We do have to ac-
cept some of the ups and downs. We must try
to reach commonsense agreements where we all
have to give a little to see that the people
employed in those industries do maintain those
levels of employment.-

Mr TAYLOR: I am quite certain that when
the member for Nedlands stood up and started
talking about taxes on the goldmining industry
he did it on the understanding that I was not
sitting here, but he made a mistake because I

happened to be sitting in the office with a
speaker opposite and was able to get in here
fairly quickly.

It does not behove the member for Nedlands
to talk about cheap politics, my comments
about the previous Government, and the now
Leader of the Federal Opposition and its atti-
tude to the goldmining industry. When it
comes to cheap politics I am quite happy to get
into the bilge with the member for Nedlands at
any time, but I would prefer not to. I am quite
happy to leave aside such things as boating
businesses and talk about the real things that
are happening in this country and this State.

One of the things that does matter to me is
the fortune of the goldmining industry. In this
State the only Government to have considered,
in recent decades, placing a royalty or tax on
the goidmining industry was the Government
led by Sir Charles Court. It was a Government
in which the member for Narrogin was the
Minister responsible for the industry; and, in
fact, the member for Narrogin admitted in the
Kalgoorlie Miner-

Mr Peter Jones interjected.
Mr TAYLOR: The member for Narrogin ad-

mitted that he did put a minute to Cabinet to
discuss the imposing of a royalty on the
goldmining industry. It was not up to the
Grants Commission, because he also made the
mistake of saying-and at that time I happened
to be working in Treasury-that it had nothing
whatever to do with the Grants Commission. It
had everything to do with the fact that
Kalgoorlie was a Labor seat and he wanted to
forget about it.

Mr Peter Jones: Did you see the Treasury
paper on it?

Mr TAYLOR: I saw it and I have a copy of
it. Treasury did not recognise that it had
nothing to do with the Grants Commission
having anything to do with the goidmining in-
dustry at the time. The Opposition had to back
off over this issue because there was a
by-election coming up in Kalgoorlie and it did
not want to get a bigger thrashing than it had
already had.

The other situation concerns the Federal
arena. Time after time the Federal Leader of
the Opposition has suggested that there should
in fact be a tax on the goldmining industry. He
said this as recently as a couple of months ago
in Brisbane when he was asked a question on
this matter. He said he saw no reason whatso-
ever why the goldmining industry should be
treated differently from any other mining
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industry in Australia. Thai is what the Federal
Leader of the Opposition stands for and what
he said when he took up the reins as Leader of
the Opposition-that it was not his intention
to back away from any of those "hard de-
cisions", as he called them. He made it quite
clear that he had no sympathy for the
goidmining industry. The attitude of the Burke
Government and particularly the Minister for
Minerals and Energy is completely different.
Prior to the tax summit, and just after the re-
lease of the white paper on taxation, the
Premier and the Minister called a meeting with
senior people involved in the goidmining in-
dustry. They were told that the Premier and the
Minister for Regional Development and the
North West would be attending the tax sum-
mit, and one of their major concerns would be
to ensure that no tax was imposed on the
goidmining industry. The industry was pleased
to receive that support and, indeed, expected it.

We also said to the industry at that time,
"What do you want the Government to put at
that summit on your behalf'" They said, "The
first thing we want is to be represented." So, we
agreed that a member of the Gold Producers
Association should accompany the Minister
and the Premier to the tax summit. They also
said, "We want to put our case. We want that
opportunity, because we firmly believe that if
the industry is taxed, it will have a negative
impact on revenue collections by the Federal
Government."

That case was put very eloquently at the tax
summit by the Minister for Regional Develop-
ment and the North West and by the Premier
and in fact was accepted by the Federal
Government. It is for that reason that Mr
Keating and others have agreed to hold an in-quiry into the matter of taxation in the
goldmining industry.

People such as the Leader of the Opposition
have been enideavouring to turn that situation
around. The fact is that the industry itself
asked for that inquiry; it will get that inquiry,
and I have no doubt the industry has the ability
not only to put its case but also to prove it.

In addition-just to give an indication to
members of the standing of the Premier in the
goldmining industry-over recent months the
Premier has been asked to open the Harbour
Lights goldmine at Leonora; the Paddington
goldmine just out of Kalgoorlie; and, only last
Sunday, the Windsor Resources goidmine near
Kalgoorlie. On each occasion, the chairmen of
those companies, in introducing the Premier,

said that he had stood up for the goldmining
industry and that the industry was backing to
the hilt the work that the Premier and the Min-
ister for Minerals and Energy were doing for
the industry. In every case, whether it be Tony
Grey, from Pancontinental Mining, or Alan
Bond on behalf of Windsor Resources, that is
what they said.

Now we have the member for Nedlands say-
ing that this State Government and the Federal
Government intend to tax the golclmining in-
dustry. Perhaps that is the Federal Govern-
ment's intention should the inquiry show that
the industry cannot prove its case; but mem-
bers should not be in any doubt whatever about
where the State Government and its Premier
and his Ministers stand on this issue: We stand
firmly behind the goldmining industry, and I
would very much doubt whether the member
for Nedlands has even been down a goldmine,
or even knows what a carbon-in pulp plant
even looks like. Of all the members sitting op-
posite, I would say the member for Nedlands
would know least about the mining industry
and certainly least about the goldmining indus-
try.

Mr PARKER: I respond firstly to the com-
ment of the member for Narrogin on the
one-stop-shop concept and the seminar which
took place. It is unfortunate I was not able to
attend the seminar. Had I been there I would
have been able to place in greater perspective
some of the remarks made and perhaps then
some of the misunderstandings may not have
arisen. However, I was unable to be there and
Stewart Hohnen took my place.

We are in an increasingly complex society
where a whole range of factors need to be con-
sidered by Government agencies and by the
Government as a whole. There is no doubt that
the complexity of the community, and of what
is demanded by the community of any proj-
ect-whether it be a resource project, a prop-
erty development, or industrial development-
has increased.

The aim, therefore, of the Department of Re-
sources Development and myself with respect
to resources projects is to say, "That com-
plexity exists and this plethora of departments,
with their various attitudes to things, is there."
What we seek to do is to operate as an agency,
to guide and assist people and in effect to be-
come the proponents for the project and go
through those various mechanisms ourselves.
We have officers who have that capability-we
have people with environmental experience, or
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an understanding of the requirements in the
health area, and the like-in order to do just
that.

I remember the comments that were made by
Mr Robinson from the Harbour Lights project.
I was surprised about them because the person
from Esso with whom I dealt was Mr
Humphreys. The Government bent over back-
wards to do everything possible to facilitate
that project. That the proponents of that proji-
ect went to different Government departments
was entirely their own fault because the facili-
ties from the Department of Resources Devel-
opment were there and in fact were utilised by
them to resolve a lot of their problems. That is
not to say that those departments should not
have been consulted, but the important thing is
that they were consulted through the Depart-
ment of Resources Development, with that de-
partment acting to cut away the bureaucracy
that would inevitably arise. No-one would
suggest that the requirements of the Health De-
partment, the Department of the Environment,
CALM Or any other department are not im-
portant. The important thing is to have a de-
partment like Resources Development which
can act as a project proponent and steer a
course through all of those things.

Mr Peter Jones: The point he was making
was that these other departments did not have
points of view; they seemed to want to push
their own ambitions while themselves going
through the one-stop-shop.

Mr PARKER: That is partly the fault of that
particular company deciding that rather than
go through the Department of Resources De-
velopment it would go off to those individual
departments. There is of course a substantial
difference between the situation of Harbour
Lights and the situation at Argyle or indeed any
other project under a State agreement in that
there is obviously a very strong legislative role
for the Department of Resources Development
where a State agreement is involved, which is
not the case where a project is simply brought
under the Mining Act.

The next point that I would make in relation
to Harbour Lights is, as the member for
Kalgoorlie has mentioned, that the people who
are involved could not believe how easy it was
to build a goidmine. I was in New York two
months ago and was told by Mr Maurie
O'Loughlin, the Senior Vice-President of the
Exxon Corporation, in charge, among other
things, of all its mineral activity, that he could

not believe the speed and ease and the general
way in which they were able to get that project
on stream.

They got it in ahead of schedule and under
budget. They did not think they would have the
cash flow so early. They budgeted to get their
cash flow some months later than they got it.
Mr Ray Ingram, the President of Exxon Min-
erals, who is a member of the American Mining
Congress Council, made the same point to
some of his colleagues that Western Australia
was a fantastic place to do business because of
the way they had been able to get their project
going. Mr O'Loughlin said that, in his years in
Exxon, he had never seen a project like it. Im-
portantly, not only has that had an important
impact on the Harbour Lights project but also
it will have an impact on the Golden Grove
project. Exxon is also involved in that project
and it has made that a much more attractive
proposition when that comes up for final evalu-
ation by the partners, who include Exxon.

I was pretty angry when I read Mr
Robinson's comments. He certainly never dealt
with me; people superior to him did. All of his
superiors believe that that project went ahead
in a most expeditious fashion.

Mr Peter Jones: I am aware of that. How-
ever, they are comparing it with other projects,
one in Calfomnia which took five years and 267
approvals, licences, and various other com-
missions to get the project up and going. We
are comparing it with what used to be the
system here.

Mr PARKER: The system still is that when
a proponent wants to come through and use the
services of the Department of Resources Devel-
opment, it is able to do so. As I said, it is not
quite as easy in a situation where a mine is
being developed without a State agreement Act
as in a situation where one is being built with
a State agreement Act. If Mr Robinson chose to
go off to various areas, that is his affair.

Mr Humphreys, his superior, chose to come
to see me about many of the problems that
were at issue. Some of the problems certainly
involve other departments, but they were able
to be sorted out. The fact is that, even in terms
of their own schedule which had been laid
down, that was well and truly improved upon.

The next point raised by the member for
Narrogin arising out of the seminar related to
the issue of the supposed unit on international
commodity prices. I think he must have com-
pletely misunderstood what Mr Hohnen said.
There is no unit monitoring international corn-
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modity prices within the Department of Re-
sources Development and there is no proposal
to have one. The department has recently been
restructured and upgraded.

I do not make any apology for the fact that,
over the period that I have been Minister, we
have a total of an extra 15 staff approximately,
12 from last year and three or four this year.
We only had 48 staff before. Because of the
huge level of activity in resources development
that is occurring in Western Australia at the
moment, all of those people are working 12 or
IS5 hours a day. As well they were in areas in
which we lacked expertise and there was a great
need to expand the department.

I am sure that the member for Narrogin will
recall that, at the time of the splitting of the
Department of Industrial Development and the
Department of Resources Development, it had
been promised that there would be a major
upgrading available to the Department of Re-
sources Development. It never happened for
budgetary reasons, I suppose. We were able to
achieve that and it has met with quite an ex-
pansion in the department. It has been
restructured into three areas. The first is a proj-
ect administration area responsible for the
negotiation of detailed project agreements in
such areas as iron ore and their administration.
That first division is now headed by Mr George
White who was formally with Alcoa and Dames
and Moore. The second division is the project
investigation division which is designed to look
at potential new projects, especially energy in-
tensive projects or high technology projects.
For example, it was the project investigation
division which did all the work on the ceramics
and zirconia plant to be established at
Rockingham. That is a major step forward for
the State. The project investigation team also
does the work on such things as the monozite
plant at Eneabba, on ammonia urea, and on
petrochemical-type applications. Mr Good-
heart is the head of that. Part of its knowledge
needs to be in areas of such things as
forecasting the demand for ammonia and urea
and the demand for magnesium and silicon and
all of those things that we are investigating at
the moment. As the member said, a lot of its
forecasting will be based on its review of litera-
ture.

The one point that became very apparent to
me, especially when we were renegotiating the
North-West Shelf gas project was that pant of
the problem in our negotiations with the
North-West Shelf gas partners goes back
through the 1970s and the early 1980s. Even

when I did the negotiations we did not have
sufficient facilities, resources, or understanding
of the gas industry or of the petrochemical in-
dustries that they had and we were very much
at a loss. We needed to upgrade our position in
that regard. We have already done a lot
towards that, but more needs to be done.

The third division of the department is the
policy division which is based on economic
policy. It will deal with such things as cost ben-
efit studies on projects, economic policy analy-
sis of the State's position in relation to the
Federal Government and the industry as a
whole, royalty issues, and such things as the
resource rent royalty at Barrow Island. All of
those things are being upgraded.

There is no doubt that we have a very
capable and hardworking department with a
small number of people working on it. It
probably has some of the highest quality
people working in Government and certainly
some of the hardest working people in Govern-
ment.

The member for Narrogin referred to the
Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Com-
mission. It has previously been made absol-
utely clear that the Mines Department will re-
tain the responsibility through the State mining
engineer's division for occupational health,
safety and welfare in the mining industry.

In another debate on another matter a few
months ago, the member for Narrogin
suggested to me that he had been approached
by three goldmining companies. They told him
that they had been given some orders or in-
structions by the Occupational Health, Safety
and Welfare Commission rather than the State
mining engineer. The member for Narrogin
suggested to those companies that the appropri-
ate thing to do was to write to me and to have
me investigate it. He said the letters were on
the way. I know that we have had some prob-
lems with the postal system, but I have not
received any correspondence.

Mr Peter Jones: I still stick with my advice
which was that that is what they should have
done.

Mr PARKER: Maybe they did not take the
member's advice. I have not been made aware
of any circumstance where the Occupational
Health, Safety and Welfare Commission has
taken any steps in that area. The State mining
engineer's division license people under the
Mines Regulation Act as has always happened.
That division used to be in the Department of
Labour and Industry but is now in the
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Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Com-
mission and includes for example, mechanical
inspectors or construction scaffolding type in-
spectors, and electricity inspectors from the
SEC, They are licensed, from time to time, by
the State mining engineer to go out as inspec-
tors to do particular jobs. That has always been
the case and will continue to be the case. They
are there not in their capacity as inspectors for
the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare
Commission but through being authorised by
the State mining engineer's division.

There have been recent discussions about the
opportunity for some coordination so that
when the Occupational Health, Safety and Wel-
fare Commission does work on vibration con-
trol, noise control, or dust control which might
have a very general application, there is not
duplication of that work in the SME's division.
One should make use of the other's work and
so on. Certainly there is no question, as far as
the mining industry is concerned, that the State
mining engineer's division is the place that will
regulate them.

The member for Narrogin referred also to
item 8 and indicated that that had gone right
down. I am told that there are no ongoing com-
mitments in that area this financial year in
terms of grants and subsidies and that the
Treasury has transferred funds into the general
vote to keep the figure at $1 000 to keep the
item open. That is the only reason for that.
There is no ongoing requirement for any pay-
ments.

The resource strategies and project manage-
ment item is a new item which has been created
as a result of a functional review undertaken in
conjunction with Treasury in order for the de-
partment to become a separate entity on the
Government accounting system. The term

resource strategies and project management"
refers to the functional areas of the department
which perform the activities of developing re-
source policies, investigating the potential new
developments, and coordinating these develop-
ments. it includes funds for activities that were
previously supported in other Budget items, for
example consumnables. The vast bulk of the
amount will be related to reports of one sort or
another.

Both the member for Narrogin and the mem-
ber for Nedlands mentioned the Iron Ore in-
dustry Consultative Council. The vote for that
council has gone over the expenditure amount
for last year. I wish to make two points about
that. The first is that 50 per cent of whatever is

the vote is recouped from the Common-
wealth-that is, Of Course, shown in a separate
area.

Secondly, last year the body had just been
formed and a number of the items created for it
were not filled, and as a result the expenditure
was considerably less than the vote. This year
the increase on last year's expenditure simply
reflects the same estimated level of activity
with allowance for inflation because it is antici-
pated that all the items will be fully operational
in this financial year.

The SCM Chemicals Ltd item is a result of
the formation of the Water Authority of West-
ern Australia. Previously the actual manage-
ment of the effluent disposal was undertaken
by the Country Water Supply. Now that will
come directly under the Department of Re-
sources Development, and although the per-
sonnel who will do the work on the inlet will
still be water supply people, the vote will come
through the Department of Resources Develop-
ment and will correctly reflect the huge
financial burden that this State suffers as a re-
sult of that agreement which was entered into
in 1961.

In view of the time, I consider that the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie has very adequately
explained the Government's position on the
gold tax. I just want to say that anyone who
read John Howard's statement-as I did, very
closely-and who considers it represents a
commitment not to tax gold needs to take a
course in English. It was a very cleverly worded
statement, certainly, and I guess as politicians
we all understand how that happens from time
to time; but there is nothing whatsoever in
John Howard's statement that would give any-
one any assurance that he had any ambition
not to tax gold. So I certainly think that the
member for Nedlands ought to have another
look at it.

Mr Court: Tell us about Mr Keating's
position.

Mr PARKER: Mr Keating's position is that
he has acceded to the States' request to set up
an inquiry-we are still arguing about the
terms of it. As the member for Kalgoorlie said,
the industry's wish is to have an inquiry.

Mr Peter Jones: He says the terms of the
inquiry are fixed.

Mr PARKER: I meant the personnel.

M r Peter Jones: He says that is fixed too.
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Mr PARKER: As I say, we are arguing about
it. It has not been announced and has not
started yet, and we are still arguing about the
way in which it will go forward. I endorse en-
tirely the comments of the member for
Kalgoorlie in that regard.

In the case of the Brazil visit by the Iron Ore
Industry Consultative Council, the whole aim
of that was to have everybody in the industry-
not just me as Minister or the company execu-
lives or the other Government people saying
these issues were still a problem in Brazil-see
it and have report-backs taking place by the
workers on the jobs themselves. That did hap-
pen and it was very impressive and there was a
very good response to it. Apart from the video
made, there was written material provided and
extensive discussion; for example, at Port
Hedland, 2 000 people attended, and at other
sites there were lesser but still very significant
numbers and it certainly seems to have had
something of an impact. We believe we can
build on that still further.

I have already answered questions about the
funding of the visit, but a lot of that did come
out of last year's allocations.

There is no doubt that the bauxite-alumina
industry is in a very bad way at the moment.
Alumina prices have dropped to an all-time
low. I think the current spot price for alumina
is about $USSO a tonne. Fortunately for Alcoa,
it has many long-term contracts which are
higher than that. A lot of the Worsley partners
certainly are receiving that sort of amount for
their alumina as they are selling it, and there is
no doubt that it is only because of the very
great efficiency and cheap nature of the oper-
ations of our alumina and bauxite industry in
this State that they have been able to continue.
Of course, the Pinjarra refinery, as everybody
knows, is the world's most efficient and
cheapest alumina refinery. Alcoa's bauxite
mining operations in particular are certainly
the cheapest in the world.

I believe we are being of assistance to the
industry. There is very close consultation be-
tween ourselves and Alcoa, in particular; and
there are close consultations as well on issues
which need to be resolved between ourselves
and Worsley. I believe that everything in the
State that can be done is being done to assist
that industry, and certainly no-one is
suggesting that the closure of the sections of the
Kwinana refinery have anything to do with
anything other than the current very weak de-
mand for alumina which I am sure will turn
around at some time in the future.

I also believe that when the time does come
for new investment in the alumina industry,
Western Australia is the logical place to invest
and that Wagerup's holdings will be the next
logical alumina investment in the world. That
might be economically logical but that is not to
say that these developments will necessarily oc-
cur, because all sonts of other extraneous fac-
iors come with countries creating social metal
and so on. But we will certainly do everything
we can to ensure that at an appropriate time
those expansions at Wagerup and at Worsley
will take place. We have given every support to
the industry and I am sure that is recognised. I
have heard no complaint about the attitude of
the Government to the industry.

Division 77 put and passed.
Division 78: Solar Energy Research Institute

of Western Australia, $750) 000-put and
passed.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit again

at a later stage of the sitting, on motion by Mr
Bryce (Deputy Premier).

[Questions taken.]
Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.15 p. m.

ELECTORAL AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Tonkin
(Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral
Reform), and read a first time.

Second Reading
MR TONKIN (Morley-Swan-Minister for

Parliamentary and Electoral Reform) 17.17
p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
A saving amendment of the State Electoral Act
is necessary to preserve the existing enrolment
entitlementsof British subjects.

The reason this is the case is that Common-
wealth changes to the Australian Citizenship
Act-proposed to come into effect on 26
January 1986-delete reference to "British
subject" and substitute a list of countries as of
that day whose citizens are the same as those
presently referred to as "British subjects".

If our State Electoral Act is not altered to
match these changes the current reference to
"British subject" would be meaningless and
would throw into doubt the enrolment of all
people presently enrolled by virtue of that
qualification.
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A common proclamation day to operate as of
26 January 1986 will keep Commonwealth and
State electoral Acts consistent on citizenship
qualifications.

The effect of the amendments proposed is to
delete "British subject", and instead refer to a
fixed list of countries as of 26 January 3986.
The amendments are designed also to preserve
the enrolment entitlement of all those people
currently enrolled under the "British subject"
qualification. Slightly different arrangements
have been adopted by the two Governments,
with our State now being the more generous.
The Commonwealth preserves enrolment
entitlement of British subjects on the roll
immediately before 26 January 1984, whereas
the State preserves enrolment entitlement of
British subjects on the roll at any time in the
three months before 26 January 1984.

In 1983 the State Electoral Act was amended
to align State and Commonwealth enrolment
qualifications for the commencement of the
co-operative roll maintenance agreement.

As from 26 January 1984 Australian citizen-
ship became the primary citizenship qualifi-
cation for enrolment and at that time enrol-
ment rights were preserved for enrolled
"British subjects" in amendments to both
Commonwealth and State electoral Acts.

Commonwealth legislation now proposes to
preserve the special enrolment rights of
-British subjects" whilst at the same time
deleting reference to them from the Australian
Citizenship Act. The State Electoral Act must
therefore be amended to maintain Common-
wealth-State consistency and give continued
meaning to "British subjcct".

If in the final analysis Parliament does not
pass the Electoral Amendment Bill presently
before the Legislative Council a supplementary
amendment to section 119 subsection (2) will
be necessary. However, at this stage both
Houses have agreed to the deletion of that
subsection within the Electoral Amendment
Bill.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Mensaros.

BILILS (2): MESSAGES

Appropriations

Messages from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriations for the pur-
poses of the following Bills-

I., Barrow Island Royalty Variation Agree-
meat Bill.

2. industrial Training Amendment Bill.

ACTS AMENDNIENT (POTATO
INDUSTRY) BILL

Council's Amendment
Amendment made by the Council now con-

sidered.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr Barnett)

in the Chair; Mr Evans (Minister for
Agriculture) in charge of the Bill.

The amendment made by the Council was as
follows-

Clause 10.
Page 6, lines 19 and 20-To delete

the expressions "(k), (1), or (mn)".

Mr EVANS: I move-
That the amendment made by the Coun-

cil be agreed to.
This is not a massive amendment; it arises
from the desire of the person handling the Bill
for the Opposition to have improved appeal
conditions inserted in the Bill. I reached an
agreement with him. However, both our desires
were slightly thwarted when a member in
another place put forward a further amend-
ment which is quite simple. It satisfies the
member for Katanning-Roe and I am prepared
to accept the amendment. Hon. C. J. Bell was
seeking to have the provisions of the Bill effec-
tive before the pack-out system and he thought
this was the best way of doing it. it involves
deleting the expressions "(kc), (1) or (in)." That
appears on page 6 of the Bill and refers to
section 19 of the original Act which indicates
the parts for which provision for appeal have
been made.

This amendment will probably not allow ap-
peals to be made on a matter of individual
payments and the revocation of permits to sell
to other than the board. It provides the avenue
for the check on the pack-out system which Mr
Bell sought and I see no difficulty with the
amendment.

Mr OLD: I thank the Minister for his con-
sideration of the amendment. We discussed the
matter in this place and it came as a surprise to
me that the amendment had been moved in
another place. I feel it could be advantageous to
the growers and I thank the Minister for
accepting the amendment.
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Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted, and

a message accordingly returned to the Council.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND) BILL

In C'omm itte
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.

The Chairman of Committees (Mr Barnett) in
the Chair; Mr Brian Burke (Treasurer) in
charge of the Bill.

Progress was reported after Division 78 had
been agreed to.

Division 37: Water Authority of Western
Australia, $42 707 000-

Mr MENSAROS: In the absence of the Op-
position spokesman on water resources, the
member for Dale, I would like to make a few
comments on this Division. I will concentrate
my comments on the general philosophy of
charges. Of course, that has a great deal of
meaning in the financial policy of the water
undertakings which are now under the new
amalgamated Water Authority. We are taking
this opportunity to raise this matter because
some subsidies which were previously auto-
matically extended to the country water under-
takings by the Government arc included as an
appropriation in this Budget under the re-
sponsibility of the Minister for Water Re-
sources. It is difficult to establish the policy of
this Government on water undertakings and
charges. I am talking in a serious manner par-
ticularly with regard to the future and not at
the level at which the Minister deals with
dorothy dix questions and compares figures
which have no true comparison.

I am happy to say that the five-year plan has
apparently been allowed to continue. There are
some references here, but they are fairly
guarded because the authority and the authors
of the plan know very well they have to put up
with the Government, and they do not know
which party will be the boss during the next
five years. It is understood and accepted by
both sides that the Statute spells out that not
only are the Government and the citizens of
this State the owners or shareholders of the new
Water Authority, but also the Government has
a right to direct the governing board of the
authority, and it must do what the Government
wishes it to do.

In those circumstances it is difficult to im-
plement what one would think from the an-
nouncements of both parties would be a policy
agreed upon by the present Government and
the present Opposition, and that is to depart
from charges based on property values, which
predominantly exist, with the exception of
domestic water, and that only in the metropoli-
tan area.

As I mentioned on other occasions, that can-
n ot be expected to come i nto operat ion a nd be
prepared for except in two ways. One would be
where both sides of this Chamber accept a bi-
partisan policy, and that is difficult to imagine,
not only because of the nature of politics, but
even if there were two persons, for instance the
Minister and myself, who were to agree, even
these representatives may change without the
political parties changing their positions in this
place. That might throw a spanner in the works
and such agreements would not last very long.

Without that approach there is no hope of
implementing this very desirable policy of
charging for the services which the authority
provides according to usage as the individual
consumers make use of the service, hecause it
would require a tremendously long transition
period. If the transition is sudden, as the Minis-
ter and I well know-because I have occupied
myself with this matter for a long time-it
would make an enormous difference to some
non-domestic consumers. Some of those with
highly-valuied properties who use less would
pay much less while those using more water,. or
other services for thai matter, on compara-
tively less valuable properties, would pay much
more.

I have mentioned this in the past, but it is
worthwhile repeating that a sample was taken
out during my administration. A well-known
retail store, Boans, being in the middle of the
city, occupies most valuable real estate. As a
result, based on valuation, it pays enormous
water rates Comparatively, although it does not
use much water. It uses water only for
air-conditioning, flushing a few toilets, and
making a few cups of tea. The other ratepayer
was a leather manufacturer or tanner in South
Fremantle. Because of the nature of its business
an enormous amount of wvater was used, but
the businiess was situated on comparatively
inexpensive premises, therefore its rates would
have gone up about 14 times.
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Nobody can expect that such a change from
one year to another would he accepted by the
community. That is the reason for a long tran-
sitional period being necessary. 1t can only be
done by a bipartisan policy.

Another solution is rather novel, without
taking away the Government's right to direct
the Water Authority; the authority could be
made more autonomous so that it could make
its own decisions regarding policies without
looking with one eye at the Government's poli-
cies, but rather at what is in the best interests of
the consumers. These policies could be
announced by way of publications or in various
other ways. The Government could then, if it
wished to go contrary to those considered
suggestions, do so before the public eye. It
would have to explain the reason it did not
accept the policies announced by the board.
Every Government would have to take public
opinion into consideration. It may be that the
board's proposition as a neutral opinion would
then almost invariably prevail.

This solution would also have to assume
that the board's members are appointed in an
objective, neutral manner, not in the custom-
ary way they are today, where, when the
Government comes into power, as soon as it
has an opportunity, either by special legislation
or by thc efflux ion of time, it immediately ap-
points its own supporters to the various boards,
either because, as the saying goes, it wants to
give jobs for the boys, or alternatively it wants
to put in people who support its philosophical
views.

That would have to be done away with by
consensus or legislation. One way out of the
difficulty would be for the Government and the
Opposition each to nominate half of the board
of the Water Authority. In this case one hopes
that the advice would be more neutral toward
the Government and in the interests of the con-
sumers and the Water Authority itself instead
of in the interest of the Government.

An example of this was mentioned by the
Minister himself when the previous Govern-
ment, through myself, was advised to write off
the bad debts and therefore not send second
warnings after bills had gone out but discon-
nect the supply. This occurred where payments
were not coming in. This was criticised by the
then Opposition. But as soon as it became the
Government, the board decided on a change of
180 degreees in its advice to the incoming
Government.

If we want to get rid of this type of subjective
advice perhaps the procedure I recommended
should be followed and we could have a more
neutral board to give it the opportunity to
make its recommendations public and the
Government would have to publicly deny the
method by which the board proposed to
achieve this objective.

I have a number of questions in connection
with these charges because they relate to the
handling of the financial situation of the auth-
ority. The first question is how much revenue
should be raised. That depends again on
whether the revenue should be raised for fore-
seeable expenditure which caters not only for
today, but also for tomorrow. It includes capi-
tal expenditure, repairs, and maintenance. The
alternative is whether the revenue should be
raised today and that raises the accusation that
we are paying for our sons and daughters, or
should the revenue at least partially be left to
be raised in the future?

Two philosophies are involved in that;
firstly, the philosophy of self-finance, and
secondly the philosophy of more borrowing. I
have always advocated the philosophy of
self-f inancing because in the long run it is much
cheaper, particularly when interest rates are
high, and if one goes back over the last Five or
six years one sees that with a little fluctuation
interest rates have been high. Of course this
depends on what sort of capital works are
needed and what maintenance should be done.
Should the Work be all-embracing, or should
something be left for the future and we take the
risk that some plants may deteriorate earlier?
What should be the quality of the water? That
is an important question because it can influ-
ence the cost of supplying the water. Those are
all questions which would influence the charg-
ing policy, and that is one of the most import-
ant matters relating to water authorities.

The next question is how much subsidy or
cross-subsidy, if any, should prevail? I would
hope that the country consumers are going to
be protected. In this division nearly $43
million is appropriated and I hope that this will
continue proportionately so that there is no
need either to charge higher rates in the
country or all over the State which would result
in a metropolitan subsidy towards the country
as is the case with the SEC.

Talking about utilities or service organis-
ations generally, the question arises of properly
handling their future and ignoring present-day
political advantages and the light-hearted
playing with percentages of charge increases as
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the Minister does. HeI asks how much the
charge increased previously and ignores the in-
flation rate and the cost of construction and the
fact that the policy was one of self-financing.
That was no secret, and l am proud of the fact.
That policy means that things will cost more
for a time as far as charges go but future con-
sumers will have all the benefit. Unfortunately
that policy has been discontinued to a large
extent now.

If one wanted an objective policy, which I
think is desirable, the solution is to have a
bipartisan attitude, or better perhaps because
that cannot be guaranteed, a neutral board with
all the autonomy it needs but without removing
the Government's instruction rights. The board
would be charged with making public its poii-
cies in the best interests of the consumers and
the Government would have to decide whether
it wanted to change those policies for
short-term political advantages. If it did so that
would go on in front of the public eye.

I place on record those thoughts which I have
arrived at after reasonable experience in
Government and in Opposition and draw themn
to the notice of members so they can see what
can be done.

I would like to refer to a couple more items,
one in particular related to self-financing.
When one studies the figures it is interesting to
refer to page 32 of the financial statements
which deals with the Water Authority of West-
ern Australia and one sees that interest paid,
undoubtedly on outstanding borrowings, has
been very considerably increased-by
two-thirds from last year to this year. The obvi-
ous answer to this is that it is because of the
amalgamation; the new authority has taken
over the interest charges of the country water
under-takings. But the service charges of
country water undertakings were never clear
before when they belonged to the Public Works
Department because they never showed the
complete profit and loss account. Revenue was
shown on one side of the Budget papers and
expenditure was listed under the vote. The
Treasurer customarily tucked away those
interest charges, and indeed the whole of the
borrowings, in various accounts. One would
have to have a proper investigation and obtain
the answers to the questions, "Where are the
charges; in which accounts are they, and what
are they in total?"

If we compare the two figures in the financia]
statements for interest and depreciation which
both relate to capital expenditure, whether
self-financed or borrowed, we see that the first

has increased from nearly $62 million to $102
million and the depreciation figure has
increased from $20 million to $60 million.
That is a fairly hefty increase; altogether it
amounts to $80 million. That is almost twice
the amount appropriated here in the CRF and
it is supposed to be the total subsidy towards
the amalgamated water authority on account of
losses which it is going to incur in the country
operation. I ask the Minister how he reconciles
those figures. Why did the depreciation rate
suddenly increase from $20 million to $60
million? That cannot be a genuine figure. It
must signify that somewhere last year the
Treasury kept hidden the country water de-
preciation figure and now suddenly it has ap-
peared in these accounts.

It is difficult to understand also because if
one looks at the previous depreciation figure of
the MWA only-obviously that has been
shown since 198 1-one can see that the normal
increase or decrease would have kept the figure
around $20 million. It has increased three-fold
and it means that twice as much has been
depreciated in the country water undertakings.
That is difficult to understand because at
Treasury insistence the depreciation on
country assets is still on historical values, and
they do not have much more by way of assets
than the metropolitan authority. Unless one
has access to Treasury information one cannot
understand this question, and I would appreci-
ate a reply.

Another interesting point manifests itself in
these figures and that is that when one looks at
the depreciation figures one sees that in
198 1-82 it was, in round figures, $23 million. It
then increased to $32 million and, as soon as
the present Government came into office, it
decreased to $22 million. That clearly indicates
what I have said that the policy of the two
Governments are significantly different regard-
ing borrowings and self-financing. The differ-
ence of $ 10 million during our administration
indicates that we wanted to depreciate more to
put more into the kitty in order to finance capi-
tal works so that we would diminish, as much
as possible, the heavy servicing charges for
borrowings. That was a responsible policy. Of
course it resulted in somewhat higher charges.
However, these higher charges would have
lasted for only a few years instead of as the
Government is presently doing, playing up and
down and cutting out $10 million. The next
year the figure went down to $22 million which
means it borrowed more for capital works or
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that it claimed there was less capital
expenditure necessary, meaning that the build-
ing of some plant has been postponed.

I came back to the question: Why is it that
the aggregate amount set aside for bath
servicing of borrowings-that is the interest
and the depreciation-increased in round fig-
ures from $82 million to $161 million, which is
twice as much as the subsidy shown in the Div-
ision before the Chair?

Finally, I wish to raise a small matter. I am
happy that the Minister for Housing is listening
because I could not bring it up under his port-
folio. It is a matter which touches on both
water and housing. I received a complaint re-
garding Housing Commission units somewhere
in Balga, I cannot remember the address. Pen-
sioners in those units were using water on their
small gardens almost constantly. The com-
plainant asked me why the people could use so
much water when the Water Authority is warn-
ing people to save water. It is a finite resource
and should be appreciated. Apparently their
little front gardens were extremely lush.

I contacted the Water Authority which was
kind enough to send out an inspector. The
units which are individually metred are on an
internal water supply for which the pensioners
were responsible. The external water used is
paid for by the Housing Commission, however,
and because the tenants know this they con-
tinually use the water. In 1983 the amount for
the water used on these three or four small
garden plots totalled $1 304. In 1984 it totalled
$1 225 and in 1985 the commission paid
SI 1327. The Water Authority inspector told me
that Homeswest should be contacted because it
was the only means possible to prevent the
waste. A Mr Jim McManus from the Water
Authority indicated that the authority is con-
cerned about the waste but could not do any-
thing as the bills are being proper!ly paid by
Homeswest.

Mr TON KIN: The member for Floreat has
once again introduced a rather surreal element
into the debate. I know that fashions change in
this area as in others. One might start off think-
ing of Lewis Carroll, move through Franz
Kafka, and eventually get on to Peter Carey
and end up with the same central thrust and the
same attempt at obfuscation.

Our charges are down because the
Government determined that the economic re-
covery was fragile and if they were not kept
down the recovery could be put at risk, not
only because of the effect upon consumers, but

also because of the effect upon business. I think
that kind of sensitivity to the particular need
and mood of the economy at that time is of
more importance than continuing stringent ad-
herence to some kind of policy of depreciation.

Mr MENSAROS: Last Thursday we dealt
with the Appropriation (General Loan Fund)
Bill. The Minister, while criticising the member
for Dale about his attitude on sewerage, said,
amongst other things, that it was all very well
for the member for Floreat to say that half of
Perth is unsewered but that most of it is on
sandy soil and conducive to septic tanks. I
knew that was not correct. I asked a question of
the Minister which he may not have seen. The
answer bears out what I said. I asked how much
of the unsewered metropolitan area is on sandy
soil and how much is on clay. The answer
was-

The area of unsewered developed land
generally referred to as infill sewerage
areas is 15 000 ha. Of this 1 500 ha-10
per cent-is on clayey ground and
13 500 ha-90 per cent-is on sandy
ground.

That proves my point. The Minister said to the
member for Dale that half of the unsewered
area is not conducive to septic tanks.

Mr Tonkin: I did not say that at all. I said
half of the metropolitan area is unsewered and
most of that is on sandy soil which is conducive
to french drains and septic tanks. Most of Perth
is not on the soils that Westfield 6A is being
built on.

Mr MENSAROS: Most of Perth definitely is.

Mr Tonkin: That is why it is not so bad. You
have to take them as two separate problems-
one is in areas of sandy soils and the other is in
areas of clay. The member for Dale was refer-
ring to the Westfield 6A scheme.

Mr MENSAROS: The Minister gave the im-
pression that from the areas which are not
sewered and which represent half of Perth, half
of that area is not conducive to septic tanks.

Mr TONKIN: The member for Floreat once
again is quite wrong and I think he should
check Hansard. The member for Dale was criti-
cising the Government far going ahead with the
Westfield 6A sewerage scheme. He spoke about
some members of the Government having an
interest in the development in the area, but
that is the kind of innuendo we expect from the
member for Dale. At the time I criticised
him-the Minister for Health was in this
Chamber and he agreed with me-I advised
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that the Government had pushed ahead with
the scheme as the septic systems were failing
because they are in clay.

The member for Floreat interjected and said
that half of Perth was unsewered. I said that
most of Perth was on sandy soil, not half of it.It is true that quite a lot of Perth is unsewered
and those areas which are of clay will continue
to receive preferential treatment as far as
sewerage is concerned. Clay is not conducive to
the proper operation of septic tanks.

We were discussing the Westfield 6A scheme
and I ask members not to forget that
approximately half of the people in that area
are in favour of sewerage. The reason we have
decided to push ahead with the scheme is that
the Public Health Department has advised that
there is a risk of contagion if we do not provide
a sewerage system in that area. I have relied on
the advice from medical authorities.

People who have any knowledge of history
will know that it was only one and a half
centuries ago that contagion, such as typhoid,
was common in many countries in the world.
The common cause for it was that sewage was
running down the streets and into the water-
courses from which people drew their drinking
water.

The member for Dale, for some narrow pol-
itical advantage because very few people are
upset, is arguing that we should make Perth
similar to the disease-ridden city of London as
it was between 150 and 200 years ago.

Even though people might be upset about the
development of the sewerage scheme in that
area, it is necessary because at the moment
septic tanks are failing and sewage is running
down the streets and pouring into the water-
courses. That is not acceptable in a twenti-
eth-century city in a country like Australia. In a
developing country, people want to move away
from that situation. It is a disgrace that we
should contemplate that people in the fair city
of Perth should put up with those conditions-

Mr Williams: It is an indictment of the water
board.

Mr TONKIN: It is not, because it is a servant
of the Government.

Mr Williams: It was encouraging sewerage in
sand plain areas rather than gravel areas and
areas around Midland because it was cheaper.
They could do more mileage in sandy areas
such as the beach areas.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! This interjection
is lengthy.

Mr TONKIN: The fact of the matter is that
the board-as the member for Clonitarf calls
il-is subject to the Government and the
Brand Government, over 12 years, presided
over a septic slum in Perth, most of which
occurred during the 1960s when no sewerage
schemes were being constructed in Perth and
that was the policy of the Liberal Government
of the day.

Mr Williams interjected.

Mr TONKIN: The member for Clontarf is an
ignorant person. Under the legislation the Min-
ister has the power to direct the board. No
money was available for the development of
sewerage at that time. I do not criticise the old
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage and
Drainage Board because it was subject to the
Government in the same way as is the Water
Authority of Western Australia. I am not
hiding behind the authority and saying that it is
Government policy. I am the Minister and I
can direct the authority.

When the member for Floreat was Minister
he rewrote the legislation and he made sure
that the board had to take direction from the
Minister. Do not let any coward in this place
hide behind a board which is not in a position
to defend itself. The Minister is responsible. I
am happy to take responsibility for this
Government's water policy because I am the
Minister.

I do not think I have heard the member for
Floreat say what the member for Clontarf has
said-it is the Government's policy and the
Government directs the board and the board is
responsible for carrying out the will of the
Government. To suggest otherwise is to be
cowardly.

Division 37 put and passed.

Division 38: Electoral, $4 167 000-

Mr MENSAROS: I refer to the amount
which is proposed to be expended on Parlia-
ment Week. I ask the Minister if this amount
covers all the expenditure on this exercise.

if the Government were genuine about Par-
liament Week the costs incurred should be
shown under the vote for Parliament House.
We could then have a genuine Parliament
Week for which the Presiding Officers would
be in charge.

Putting that aside the Government wanted to
keep Parliament Week on an administrative
level in order to have it under the Govern-
ment's political influence.
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I have a suspicion that the appropriation for
Parliament Week of $166 000 only does not
cover everything to do with the running of it.
As we know all sorts of fancy things occurred
during Parliament Week. I ask the Minister
whether the people employed during Parlia-
ment Week were permanent or temporary em-
ployees. Perhaps they were consultants or
people who "were asked to do only one particu-
lar job. I also ask the Minister how many temn-
porary staff were employed. Judging from the
exercise which was undertaken this year it is
highly unlikely that this amount was the only
expenditure involved in the running of Parlia-
ment Week.

I ask the Minister whether there are any
amounts tucked away in some other accounts
which cover the various activities connected
with Parliament Week and whether he would
consider recommending to this Government-
if a genuine exercise is desired and the Govern-
ment wishes to have the support of the Oppo-
sition-that it transfer this item to the budget
for Parliament House.

Mr WATT: I do not think the Minister
would disagree if I were to suggest that he has
something of an obsession for what he calls
parliamentary and electoral reform. It is a fair
comment. His obsession is demonstrated firstly
by the creation of a special Ministry to achieve
what his Government perceives as electoral
reform. He manages to include this subject in
just about every speech he makes, whether or
not it is relevant to the subject under dis-
cussion. lHe looks for every opportunity to
further his cause, by way of a number of
dorothy dix questions asked by Government
members from time to time and the appoint-
ment of a ministerial adviser to assist him in
that capacity.

More particularly I wish to talk about the
number of letters sent to various groups
throughout the State. One or two have come to
my attention and my query relates to those.
Opinion poll results demonstrate that there is
very little interest in this subject and, therefore,
the Government thinks its manoeuvre of cre-
ating a Ministry of parliamentary and electoral
reform is justified in an effort to talk up the
issue. I refer particularly to letters sent some
time ago to members of the Albany Town
Council. I can only assume that similar letters
were sent to other local authorities and their
councillors, which letters quite incorrectly
represented the position of the Liberal Party on
this subject. On that occasion I gave a copy of
the Minister's letter-which had been given to

me-to the member for Floreat who telexed a
reply to the Albany Town Council members so
that in that instance at least the position was
made clear.

Obviously other interest groups have been
written to by the Minister in his attempt to
peddle his ideas. One particularly irresponsible
letter was sent to the Albany justices' associ-
ation. If ever an organisation is apolitical, it is
the justices' association and the members of
that group were affronted when the Minister
wrote trying to politicise its activities.

The Treasurer has recently been sending di-
rect mail to electors in various marginal seats
and printed at the bottom of those letters in his
handwriting is a note saying that not one cent
of the funds to meet the costs of these letters
have come from the taxpayer. He is obviously
conscious of the amount of money being
wasted by the Minister for Parliamentary and
Electoral Reform in pursuing his obsession. I
think the Treasurer is trying to disttnmce himself
from those activities.

I ask whether any figure is available on the
amount that has been spent sending circular
letters to people in the State in thiE. way and, if
so, how the cost is broken down.

Mr TONKIN: In answer to the member for
Albany, I would be happy to reply to questions
put on notice with regard to the exact amount.
I do not carry dollars and cents in my head,
especially as I am not an accounting-type per-
son. Even if I were, however, I doubt that I
would have those kinds of figures in my head.

It has been charged of me that I have an
obsession with parliamentary reform. That is
one of the problems with the police; they have
an obsession with honesty. I do not think the
Commissioner of Police or the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services would stand in
this place and apologise for that. I am not going
to apologise for having an obsession about
honest electoral laws under which if a majority
of the people vote in a certain way it is
reflected in the number of seats that party
gains.

That is not the situation in the Legislative
Council at the moment. For the benefit of the
member for Albany I will repeat the figures:
The Australian Labor Party obtained 5 1.3 per
cent of the vote and gained seven seats. The
Liberal Party obtained 45.7 per cent of the vote
and gained nine seats. The Liberal Party was
thoroughly thrashed and for its pains gained
more seats. That is only because of the rules
made up by the Liberal Party and the bound-
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aries it drew in the party room to bring to this
Parliament amendments to the electoral dis-
tricts in this State.

MrT Watt: What is the situation in the Legis-
lative Assembly?

Mr TONKIN: The situation in this place is
that the percentage of votes won under a single
member constituency usually favours the win-
ning party and there is a distortion even under
a one-vote-one-va! ue system. What tends to
happen is that the party with 51 per cent of the
vote may have 55 to 57 per cent of the seats.
The fact is that no-one would quarrel if the
party that got more than 50 per cent of the
votes-in other words, won the election-got
the majority of seats.

It is true that we have to be better to win
Government in this place because of the distor-
tion but unfortunately, in a sense, the distor-
tion works in our favour sometimes because we
win seals which have few electors. We balance
against the member for Kalamunda, who lives
in the hills and holds a seat classified as
-country", the member for Mundaring who
holds a similar seat. Also, we won two seats in
Bunbury whereas that district should have
fewer than two seats.

Mr Thompson: That is why you have not
introduced a Bill to reflect the one-
vote-one-value system you are always espous-
Ing.

Mr TONKIN: if I did not think the member
for Kalamunda was silly, I would call him a
liar. I will say instead that he has made a
mistake. Does the member not remember our
fair representation Bill which was based on the
principle of one-vote-one-value?

Mr Thompson: It was not. It did not apply to
seats such as Bunbury, Albany and Geraldion.

Mr TONKIN: Why did it not represent the
principle of one-vote-one-value? I cannot hear
the member for Kalamunda's response.

Mr Thompson: That Bill did not reflect that
principle.

Mr TONKIN: It did reflect the principle but
the member for Kalamunda is not man enough
to admit his error. I have never been a great
admirer of the member for Kalamunda, I must
admit.

The Bill I brought to Parliament last year
provided for a one-vote-one-value system with
a tolerance of 10 per cent because otherwise it
would be necessary to change the boundaries
every other day when someone dies or a person
becomes 18 years of age. That tolerance is

necessary but certainly we brought to the Par-
liament something that would have caused the
seats of Bunbuty and Mitchell to be
substantially recast.

Mr Watt: You talk about a member being
man enough but you admitted that the percent-
age of votes received in this place does not
reflect the number of seats won.

Mr TONKIN: But I have said that as long as
the party that gets the majority of votes gets the
majority of seas-

Mr Watt But it doesn't have to happen.
Several members interjected.
Mr TONKIN: I realise that; I have already

admitted that.
Mr Watt: So your argument is wrong.
Mr TONKIN: I do not know whether the

member is intellectually weak or is just being
dishonest. The member should listen to me
again and see if he can grasp it.

Mr Wat: I have heard your argument so
many times that I am sick of hearing it. I think
we must agree to disagree on this.

Mr TONKIN: Not necessarily. If the mem-
ber is prepared to open his mind and listen to
argument-

Mr Watt: What about you?
Mr TONKMN: So the member is not pre-

pared to open his mind?
Mr Watt: I didn't say that at all.
Several members interjected.
Mr TONKIN: I will repeat it. The member

raised the subject, but he is not prepared to
listen.

Mr Watt: I raised the subject, not for a re-
hash of the debate which, as I said in my
speech, we have had many times. I raised the
question about the money spent on those let-
ters. We do happen to be debating the Esti-
mates.

Mr TONKIN: The member cannot just say
to someone, "You are obsessional but we are
not going to debate that; we are going to talk
about something else." What sort of person is
he? I am giving the reason that I have this
obsession. I say that any person who has any
principles at all in politics would have certain
obsessions. I gave as an example the obsession
that I hope a policeman would have about
honesty. I do not think he would apologise for
that, and I do not apologise for my obsession. I
repeat that it is true that no political system
will translate into seats the exact Percentage of
votes. The proportional representation system
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will do it more faithfully but will still not be
mathematically correct. But if a system does
not provide that the party which gets the ma-
jority of votes gets the majority of seats, it must
be looked at; and that is the situation with the
Legislative Council.

Mr Stephens: Do you recall what happened
in South Australia in the first elections they
had under one-vote-one-value?

Mr TONKIN: The party with the greatest
number of votes-

Mr Stephens: Received disproportionately
more seats than the other major party. When
that happened in South Australia the Liberal
Party said, "There you are, that is a gerryman-
der." The Minister should check it out, and I
will accept the Minister's apology when he
finds I am right.

Mr TON KIN: I would be happy to apologise
if I am proved wrong but I do not think that
ever has happened in South Australia under
one-vote-one-value. One of the catalysts in
South Australia was, of course, when in the
Lower House the party which received the ma-
jority of votes did not get the majority of seats.
That is the situation. I believe the party which
gets the majority of votes should get the ma-
jority of seats. I accept that it will not be math-
ematically exact; there will be some distortion
towards the winner. I do not object whether
that is the Liberal Party or the Labor Party.

Mr Clarko: Using proportional voting en-
ti rely?

Mr TONKIN: I accept that that will give a
more accurate result, but there are other con-
siderations, as the member knows.

Mr Clarko: That undermines your argument.
Mr TONKIN: It does not undermine my ar-

gument-it is a qualification. Surely we have
enough intellectual sophistication to know that
any electoral system which translates the
wishes of a million people into a House con-
taining only 57 members will not provide exact
mathematical mirroring of the will of the elec-
torate. Grown-up people should be able to ac-
cept that. All we are saying is that while we will
not get mathematical precision there, we will
get some justice in which the party that gets the
majority of votes wins the majority of seats.

That is as much as I am going to say on that
matter. I do not resile in any way from my
so-called obsession about electoral matters.
There are a lot of other members on this side
who have this obsession and there is no doubt
in my mind that whoever gets the portfolio
next year when we are returned Co Govern-
ment, as I believe we will be, that person will

also have an obsession about electoral reform. I
could name many members and Ministers on
this side who would be very happy to become
the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral
Reform and who would be just as zealous in
their pursuit of reform as I have been. They
would have a different style because we are all
individuals and there would be differences in
the way those Ministers discharged their
responsibilities.

But let members opposite not think that ifI
were to fall under a bus tomorrow-arranged
or noi-therefore this issue would go away.
That is a very big mistake people make when
they think it is just one person's obsession. It is
a very important issue and the Australian
Labor Party is dedicated to reform.

Mr Clarko: Because you think that will be to
*your electoral advantage. That is why you do it.

Mr TONKIN: We do it because we believe
that any party which gets the majority of votes,
including the Liberal Party, should get the ma-
jority of seats in both Houses. It is as simple as
that. That is not to our electoral advantage but
to the electoral advantage of the party chosen
by the people. It is a very old-fashioned kind of
argument called democracy.

Several members interjected.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order! Incessant

interjections on top of one another are highly
disorderly and I hope they will stop.

Mr TON KIN: In answer to the member for
Albany's question about some letter having
gone to Albany and the member for Floreat
telexing them and so on, I applaud that. All we
ask for is debate. We are not trying to fool
anyone. We want to get people talking about
this issue because we believe it is a very import-
ant issue. Just as the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services makes statements about
police matters and the Minister for the Arts
makes statements about arts matters, it is my
responsibility as Minister for Parliamentary
and Electoral Reform to inform people as to
the situation and I make no apology whatso-
ever for any letters I have written. It was said
that this body of justices was apolitical, but I
happen to be of the view that nothing on earth
is apolitical.

Mr Watt: Non-party political.
Mr TONKIN: The member did not say that.

The fact of the matter is that politics is the art
of government and government affects all of
our lives. It does not matter whether one is
man, woman or child-even a decision not to
be involved in politics is a political decision
and has political ramifications. I cannot accept
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that there are citizens in this society who are
apolitical, because there is no such thing. Poli-
tics has ramifications in the whole of society.

To finish what 1 was saying to the member
for Albany, I am happy to provide him with the
figures. I believe it is part of my duty to pro-
vide information and to increase debate. We
believe in open debate. That is why, for
example, our conferences and our State Execu-
tive meetings and so on have for years been
open to the Press, because we believe that
people have a right to know. But the 0 ppo-
sitior's decisions are made behind closed
doors; it has never been game to have its dis-
cussions in an open forum, as we do.

Mr Clarko: I debated with you at Rottniest, if
you remember.

Mr TONKIN: That was not a council of the
member's party.

Mr Clarko: No.
Mr TONKIN: But that is what I was talking

about.
Mr Clarko interjected.
Mr TONKIN: I will tell the member for

Karrinyup where the Opposition was not
represented and that was at the Parliament
Week forum recently.

Mr Clarko: No, the Government week
forum.

Mr TONKIN: Well, the member can con-
tinue to say that if he likes but I could, if 1
wanted to, recount the names of Opposition
members who participated in what the member
calls Government week. If he says they are
participating in Government week he is really
saying they are traitors to their own party, and
that is nonsense. Many people realise that for
too long Parliament has not been understood-

Mr Thompson: Did you say Government
week or Parliament Week, because there is a
great difference. What you have been running
is Government week, not Parliament Week.

Mr TONKIN: If the Opposition calls it
Government week, there are a lot of members
on the Opposition benches who participated in
that event. What the member says is to suggest
that those members are disloyal to the Liberal
Party, but I do not think that is so. Some
people opposite are simply less doctrinaire and
realise that Parliament Week is desirable. Par-
liament Week has been a very successful inno-
vation; that is the perception of the people in
the community. We believe it is good that the
people should understand more about Parlia-
ment.

Mr Clarko: We don't dispute that; we dispute
the way you set it up.

Mr TONKIN: The way we have set it up is to
have a three-person committee comprising the
Speaker of this House, the President of the
other House, and Mr John Hunt, the coordi-
nator. The committee works very well.

Parliament Week is a genuine endeavour to
help the people, and I do not accept the snide
comments of the member for Floreat who asks
why we do not want a genuine Parliament
Week. Of course it is a genuine Parliament
Week. It makes no difference where we put the
vote for it. The people who have participated
in Parliament Week perceive it as genuine and
worthwhile, and that includes some members
on the other side. When we are returned to
Government next year, Parliament Week will
continue. Again, it is of no significance where
we place the vote for it.

The member for Floreat also asked whether
the people involved were temporary or perma-
nent employees. At the typist level they might
be permanent, but principally these people are
not employed permanently on working for Par-
liament Week. As well, consultants are used. if
the member wants more detail he can obtain it
by way of a parliamentary question.

Finally, I come to an innovation which no
member has mentioned but which I will; it is
that during the run-up to the next election the
Electoral Department is intending to run an
enrolment drive, something which I believe is
very desirable and something which State
Governments hitherto have been quite
recalcitrant in neglecting their duties by not
holding such enrolment drives.

Mr Thompson: Didn't you say that if we had
a joint State-Commonwealth roll we wouldn't
need these drives?

Mr TONKIN: Not at all. One of the reasons
we wanted a joint State-Commonwealth roll
was that the Commonwealth indulged in enrol-
ment drives.

Mr Thompson: You want to duplicate that.
Mr TONKIN: It is not a question of dupli-

cation. The Commonwealth had an enrolment
drive before the last Commonwealth election,
but it will not be holding a similar drive before
the State election because it is not its election.
We will be having our own enrolment drive
because our resea rch shows that, in spite of the
marked improvement in the number of people
on the electoral roll since the two rolls were
combined, a good percentage of people are still
not on the roll.
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Mr Thompson: Approximately what percent-
age?

Mr TONKIN: I do not have a good head for
figures, but it is around five or seven per cent.
If the member wants a more accurate answer he
can ask a parliamentary question which I will
be happy to answer.

In addition to the enrolment drive, a habi-
tation review will be undertaken. The Com-
monwealth had decided not to go ahead with a
habitation review but has since changed its
mind and decided that it had entered into an
agreement to undertake such a review, and that
will take place in WA.

This Government has shown that It wants
not only to bring the Parliament to the people
but also that it wants people to understand the
political process and that it wants as many
people as possible, and ideally everyone, to be
on the electoral roll and to vote at State eec-
tions. I am very pleased that the Government
has put money aside in the Budget for these
purposes so that we can make sure that when
the election comes around next year, bearing in
mind we will still have the present Electoral
Districts Act to work with which will detract
from OUr efforts, the Government elected will
reflect the will of the people.

Division 38 put and passed.
Division 39: Police, $142 866 000-
Mr THOMPSON: Western Australia is

blessed with one of the best Police Forces in the
world. Ours is a Police Force which has
demonstrated over the 150-odd years we have
had European settlement in WA that it is pre-
pared to act fearlessly, honestly, and impar-
tially. However, our Police Force is under
pressure now more than ever before in its his-
tory and I charge the present Government with
doing too little to support that force in doing
those things it is charged to do.

Several members interjected.
Mr THOMPSON: I did not expect so much

reaction to that comment. I make my asserti on
that the Police Force is under challenge now
more than ever before in the past, based on the
statistics which are readily available. Those
statistics reveal that in the time this Govern-
ment has been in office-I am not blaming it
for this-WA has experienced a dramatic rise
in crime. Although the Government has
attempted to combat that rise in crime, its at-
tempts have not been appropriate and we have
not seen sufficient diversion of resources to the
Police Force to enable the force to cope with
that rise in crime.

It is true that during the time of the Liberal
Government the force did not experience the
significant increase in manpower it required.
However, the year before the last State election,
the then Liberal Government recognised the
need to increase the level of the Police Force's
manpower and decided to increase the force by
100 officers a year.

Mr Tonkin: We have improved on that.

Mr THOMPSON: I will come to that. In that
year we increased the Police Force by 100
officers. When the present Government came
to office it maintained that increase of 100
officers a year. It was at the end of the
three-year programme put in place by the Lib-
eral Government that the Present Minister and
the present Government reviewed that situ-
ation.

Before the two years that the present
Government has been in office, a dramatic in-
crease in the rate of crime was emerging in our
community. The present Government, rather
than dramatically increasing the rate at which
the Police Force was to be expanded, made a
token effort to slightly increase the manpower
of the Western Australian Police Force. Indeed,
over 1 2 months ago the present Minister said
there would be an increase of 150 officers a
year for the next two years.

The statistics in the Budget papers reveal
that promise has not been kept. The Budget
papers show that last year there were 2 761
sergeants and constables in the Police Force
and only 110 superintendents and inspectors.
Bearing in mind the Minister's promise for an
increase of 150 officers, those figures indicate
there has been in increase of only 100.
Although the Labor Party promised to escalate
from 100 the rate at which the Police Force
would be expanded three years ago, that rate of
increase has been maintained. We have now
moved three years down the track from the
time a Labor Government regarded the in-
crease needed to combat the crime rate to be
100 during which time there has been a dra-
matic escalation in the crime rate and
effectively an increase of only 100 officers.

This community is suffering because of the
inaction on the part of the present Minister.
The Labor Party is anti-police, with the present
Minister the only person acceptable to the
Police Force as its Minister. I can make no
adverse comment about the present Minister
for Police and Emergency Services. I believe
him to be extremely upright, honest, and dili-
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gent. However, he stands between a political
party which is anti-police and a Police Force
which is crying out for an increase in numbers.

Mr Davies: Don't be stupid.
MrT THOMPSON: I am not being stupid.

One has only to consider the attitude expressed
by members of the Labor Party to the Police
Force over the years.

Mr MacKinnon: What about the Minister for
Industrial Relations in Roebourne?

MrT THOMPSON: That is a good case in
point to indicate the attitude towards the
police. Officers of the Police Force know that is
the case. They all speak highly of Jeff Carr, but
they know that other Ministers within the
Labor Party, including the Minister to which
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition just re-
ferred, do not respect them.

Mr Bertram: A few Ministers do not consti-
tute the Labor Party. You find exceptions in
any organisation.

Mr THOMPSON: There are no exceptions in
our party.

Mr Bertram: How do you run a society with-
out a Police Force? If you have to have a Police
Force, you have to support it.

Mr THOMPSON: We have but I am saying
that there has not been the corresponding sup-
port from the Labor Party. The Police Force is
being deprived of other resources also. At a
time when there has been a technological ex-
plosion in the world, our Police Force is not
able to keep pace.

I am pleased to note that the present Minis-ter said that the Police Force would be
provided with some computer facilities to
make its job a little easier.

Mr Bertram: The proof of the pudding is in
the eating. We are supplying the funds.

Mr THOMPSON: The eating is that the
crime rate in this State has blown out of all
proportion. T know the Government has gone a
certain way down the track in assisting the
Police Force. However, it has not done enough
in responding to the many pressures that have
occurred.

Our research pcople carried out a survey on
the basis of the winners and the losers in the
Budget. One of the organisations. on the side of
the losers was the Police Force, It has not
received the resources it needs to do the job to
combat the dramatic increase in crime.

Mr Carr: Your research is not very good if it
Came up with that conclusion.

MrT THOMPSON: That is the case. While we
acknowledge that the present Minister has said
that a computer facility will be made available
to the Police Force, it is clear that not enough is
being done to ensure that it is being kept up to
date with the increasing crime rate. Criminals
are employing better techniques and white col-
lar crime in Australia is escalating dramati-
cally. Only the other day I had a conversation
with a member of the Western Australian
Police Force who was involved in the combat
against white collar crime. He said the Police
Force is being hamstrung in that fight because
it is not being armed with the necessary re-
sources to overcome it.

One thing about which the Police Force is
concerned is the lack of ability to investigate
the sources of incomes of certain important
people in the community. I hope that Oper-
ation Noah will be a success. I hope that Oper-
ister and the force in this State as I wish Police
Forces throughout Australia great success in
that operation. I think it is a step in the right
direction. However, I have been told by several
officers that until such time as they are able to
delve into incomes of some people in our so-
ciety-the Mr Bigs-there is no way that they
will get on top of the drug trade. They pointed
out to me the millions of dollars that are
involved in some of the drug deals in Australia.
Obviously those deals cannot be funded by the
small fry who are sometimes caught in pos-
session of drugs. The Police Forces of
Australia, including the Western Australian
Police Force, need to be armed with the ability
to investigate the funding of the multimillion
dollar operations. When they have that sort of
ability they will have an opportunity then to
bust the drug rings that feed off human misery.

Mr Carr: Those powers have just been
granted to the National Crime Authority,
which this Government participated in setting
up.

Mr THOMPSON: I applaud the Minister for
his support of Operation Noah. I hope that it
achieves some success, because it is very
necessary for OUr community for that to occur.

I come back to another criminal activity. In
our community there have never been as many
crimes against property and against persons as
there are at present. There is only one way that
that activity can be effectively addressed and
that is by having a greater police presence. We
have seen what has happened in recent years
and the Liberal Governments must accept
some responsibility for this. We have seen the
withdrawal of a police presence in the corn-
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munily. That has contributed to the inability of
the police to have a serious impact on the level
of the criminal activity to which I have re-
ferred.

We need to look only at places like the north-
ern suburbs, where there has been a dramatic
increase in population without a corresponding
increase in police numbers, to see that we need
a greater police presence to combat the level of
crime in those communities.

Mr Cart: That is absolute nonsense. What
about the Warwick patrol?

Mr THOMPSON: There is the Warwick pa-
trol, but I am told by people in the northern
suburbs that when that patrol was initially
introduced there was an adequate police
presence, but that as time has gone by the
police have been conspicuous by their absence.
Thai has been brought about by the fact that
there are insufficient policemen to maintain a
sufficiently high presence.

The level of criminal activity has also
increased in the southern suburbs and in other
pants of the Slate.

Mr Read: I think you are being misled by
your informant.

Mr THOMPSON: I am not being misled.
Mr Read: I think you are being set up.
Mr THOMPSON: The facts are there.
Is the Minister satisfied that the police are on

top of the crime rate in Western Australia at
present?

Mr Cart: No-one is saying that it could not
be handled better with more police, but it has
taken us a long time to catch up with the
tremendous backlog which was caused by your
Government's failure to act.

Mr THOMPSON: A year ago the Minister
promised an increase for the Police Force of
150 policemen, but the increase in the last 12
months has been an increase of 100 policemen.
The statistics are there. I know that the Minis-
ter will hop up in a while and answer me.

Mr Carr: Yes, and I will explain the statistics.
You even know what answer I am going to give
you.

Mr THOMPSON: Exactly. The Minister will
say that provision is made in the Budget for an
increase in the next 12 months; but that is four
years down the track since the time we said we
would increase the size of the Police Force by
100 police a year. in that triennium this
Government said it would increase the force by
150 a year. Thus the Government has not

honoured the commitment it gave. It has al-
lowed four years to go by with an increase of
100 a year. In the last year of the last Liberal
administration there was an increase of 100;
likewise, there was an increase of 100 in the
first two years of the Labor administration. We
are now at the end of the third year of the
Labor administration and the level of increase
is still 100 a year, so if the Minister is going to
increase the size of the Police Force by IS50 it
will have to be in the next year.

Mr Wilson: What about under your
Administration when there was no increase at
all.

Mr THOMPSON: I acknowledge that, but I
point out to the Minister that at that time there
were not as many unsolved crimes on the books
as there are at present. The response from far-
mer Liberal Governments was more
appropriate in terms of the crime rate than has
been the level of increase by this Government.

I do not blame the present Minister, because
I think he is doing the best job he possibly can.
I blame the other Ministers. He has been a bit
unfortunate in that he has lost the arguments in
Cabinet. He has virtually admitted in this de-
bate tonight that there could be more
policemen. He simply could not win the argu-
ment against his Cabinet colleagues to get the
number of people necessary to service the
force.

A few weeks ago, at the invitation of the
Aboriginal community of Mullewa and
immediately after a very disastrous and sad
event, I went £0 that town £0 talk to the Abor-
iginal community and to get an appreciation of
the situation that prevailed there. It was not
unexpected by me nor unusual that I was
invited to go to Mullewa, because I have had a
long association with that town. I have relatives
who farmed there and who were pioneers of the
Mullewa district. I lived in Mullewa myself and
know many people in that community. I was
invited by Pat Wright, the publican of the Club
Hotel, one of the two hotels in Mullewa. Inci-
dentally, only a few months earlier, or perhaps
a couple of years earlier, he had left his home in
Gooseberry Hill after buying the Mullewa ho-
tel. Because I had called on him a couple of
times and he knew of my interest in the town,
and because of my association with other
people in the town, it was not surprising to me
that I was invited there to talk to the Aboriginal
people in my capacity as shadow Minister for
Police.
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What I learned on that occasion indicated to
me that the problem that exists in that town-
and in other towns-is not necessarily brought
about by the lack of intent ion on the pan of 'the
Aboriginal people in those towns to live in har-
mony with the rest of society, but by outside
influences. Although the incident that occurred
there at that time was not influenced by the
outside community, the things that were brew-
ing after the incident certainly were. 1 very
seriously question the role of the Aboriginal
Legal Ser-vice in towns like Mullewa. I will not
talk about other towns, because I do not know
them as well. With respect to Mullewa, how-
ever, the activities of the Aboriginal Legal Ser-
vice are not in the interests of the Aboriginal
people or the wider community of people in
those country towns.

With my colleague, the member for
Greenough, I met a group of Aboriginal people,
who had contacted Mr Wright. We met in the
offices of the Mullewa Shire Council. Included
in that group were the parents of the person
who a few days earlier had been killed. It gave
me an opportunity to talk to those people and
to ascertain precisely from them what they
thought of the situation. A very emotional
mother of the deceased person told me that
there was no conflict in that town between the
Aboriginal people and the white people gener-
ally, but a few young people in the community
periodically kicked over the traces because of
alcohol. They told me there was no conflict
between the police and the Aboriginal people in
that town, although they said there had been a
policeman stationed in that town, who, in their
view, was anti-Aboriginal. But every one of
those people at the meeting told me that the
relationship between the Aboriginal people and
the police' in that town was very sound,
although there were occasions when some o
the mare boisterous in the community who ha
had too much to drink came in conflict with
the law.

I came to an appreciation that by and large
the situation that prevailed in Mullewa-it
falls in line with my appreciation of what has
happened in Mullewa over the years that I have
known it-has been one of a reasonable
amount of harmony. Indeed, I suggest to this
Committee that there is more harmony in that
community now than there has been for a long
time.

One only has to look at the Mullewa football
team on football day to Find at least one-third
of the team is made up of Aboriginal people,

but the greater percentage of sup porters of that
football teamn are the white community. There
is no real conflict here.

It was with a great deal of regret that I
viewed the "Four Corners" programme a few
weeks ago which depicted something that really
did not exist in that town. I am sure the whole
of Australia, and indeed probably other
countries, got a distorted view of the relation-
ship that exists between Aboriginal and white
people in Mullewa.

I read with interest the annual report of the
special Cabinet subcommittee which has been
set up to look at Aboriginal and police com-
munity relationships. I think the endeavours
that have been made in that respect are to be
applauded, not so much to ensure that the re-
lationship between the two panies is sound and
healthy, as much as to demonstrate to the com-
munity that that situation exists. Having
gained that impression, it is with some regret
that I noticed the activities of a particular
officer of the Aboriginal Legal Service who was
moving around the town and deliberately try-
ing to stir up some controversy, indeed, at the
meeting that was held in the shire offices in
Mullewa where the only dissentient voice
raised was from the person from the Aboriginal
Legal Service who accused the white com-
munity of Mullewa of being biased and racist.

Mr Tubby: H-e lived outside the town.

Mr THOMPSON: H-e was an import to the
town and unknown to most of the Aboriginal
people who live there. It was with regret that I
noticed that same person appeared
prominently in the television programme and it
was he who was saying there was this conflict.

One of the issues he highlighted was the dis-
crimination in the bars of Mullewa hotels. That
discrimination is no more or less than the dis-
crimination which occurs in the dining room of
this Parliament where members of Parliament
choose to mix with their own. If a member of
the Liberal Party goes into the dining room, he
sits with his own colleagues; and members of
the Labor Party sit with their own colleagues.
No-one would say that is a form of discrimi-
nation. it is just that people choose to mix with
people who have a common interest and that is
precisely what occurs in Mullewa. It is only
when one gets some smartie who comes to
town and observes the fact that the Aboriginals
generally frequent one bar and the white people
frequent another, that he will deliberately go in,
to attract some attention to this fact and cause
some strife. As long as there are people in the
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community who will do that, the cause of har-
mony within those communities is not going to
be served.

I must say that after visiting Mullewa, I
called for the scrapping of the Aboriginal Legal
Service, because I saw that sont of activity by
an officer of the service. While the Aboriginal
people need to have some access to legal aid
there arc many white people in the community
who also require access to legal aid. The re-
sources that are being provided to the Aborigi-
nal Legal Service should be provided generally
so that people, regardless of whether they are
black or white, are able to make an application
and have it considered on its merit.

There is deep resentment in places like
Mullewa and other country towns when a per-
son, because of the colour of his skin, can re-
ceive legal aid from a legal service set up es-
pecially for him, yet a white person whose case
may be far more deserving and genuine, cannot
get that service because he has to compete with
so many other white people who have available
to them only that service provided under the
Legal Aid Commission.

I do not intend to detain the Chamber for
hours. I understand that we will try to complete
the majority of this debate tonight.

I give great credit to the Western Australian
Police Force on the job it has performed and is
performing. I call upon the Government to give
them access to more resources to enable them
to do their job more appropriately. I believe
this community at present is deeply concerned
about the question of law and order. Law and
order does not start and finish only with the
responsibility of the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services. Other facets have to be
taken into account as well. I believe that our
community is looking to the administrators of
justice in our society-the legislators who de-
cide what the penalties should be, and the
courts, which determine how that penalty
should be applied-to be more severe in their
treatment of those who offend against our so-
ciety.

I think there will be increasing pressure from
the community on Governments to ensure that
there are adequate police to detect crime and
apprehend those people who are responsible.
Greater pressure must be placed on the judicial
system to ensure that the penalties imposed
will be more meaningful and that our penal
system moves further from the principle of re-
habilitation and more to the question of pun-
ishment, than is the case at the present time.

It is my view that society has leaned very
heavily towards the crooks and that in the wake
of that the victims of crime have been
neglected. We need to address the situation
with respect to the victims of crime and start to
compensate them and take their position into
account.

I note with interest that on many occasions
people who have perpetrated crimes have ac-
cess to legal aid and other assistance to help
them to ptecsent a case and look after their
interests whereas the person against whom the
crime has been perpetrated gets nothing-no
help at all. I believe that our society has
reached the point where it is saying, "Let us
have a look at this and let us start to redress the
imbalance."

I trust that, in the administration of the
funds this vote will provide, the Minister does
all he can to ensure our Police Force in West-
ern Australia is given the necessary resources to
combat the dramatic increase in crime. I trust
that our Police Force will continue in the way it
has in the past. Few forces in the world would
have a reputation as clean and as pure as our
Police Force, and I commend it for that.

Mr CRANE: I would like to draw the Minis-
ter's attention to a matter I have raised in this
place before. I endorse the remarks of the
member for Kalamunda. I too am a great sup-
porter of the Police Force and the way in which
it carries out its responsibilities. I am sure the
Minister has great respect for them too, be-
cause [ have heard him speak highly of the
Police Force since he has been the Minister
responsible. I am sure we all recognise the im-
portance of the force to our way of life in West-
ern Australia.

I want to take a moment or two to remind
the Minister of the need for additional facilities
to be provided, particularly in the Yanchep
area. I was speaking to the proprietor of one of
the hotels there. There are two, the Yanchep
Inn and the Two Rocks Tavern. The Minister
knows we have a few problems from time to
time. I am not criticising the police for this
because they have done a remarkable job in
their efforts to quell these little disturbances.
However, they have the disadvantage of having
to operate from the Warwick Police Station. I
know it is a matter of money and manning new
police stations. They say they must have a
number of men because of the hours of work.
While this may be the policy, there are some
areas in the country where we have one police-
man in a police station. New Norcia would be
one example of where it works well.
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The mere fact of a police presence frightens
the pants off the people who would otherwise
be very cheeky because they are really of a
bullying nature. 1 was told the other night by
the gentleman running one of these hotels that
from time to time he has quite a lot of trouble.
The people who cause this trouble are usually
the same ones. I would not like to name them,
but they come from further north. They know
precisely how long it will take the mobile patrol
to get there after they have caused a disturb-
ance, and they can play up and judge it within
about five to ten minutes. Then they shoot
through, as it were, when they know the police
are almost on their tails. This is rather
disturbing to the community, particularly to
the proprietors of the hotels. It is not good
enough.

I know there are always constraints of
money, but I ask the Minister to look at provid-
ing us with a police station at Yanchep-Two
Rocks. Discussions have been held about an
area which would sere the ambulance as well
as the police station. It is between Two Rocks
and Yanchep in a most convenient place, mid-
way between the hotels.

We could start off in a small and modest
way. Even if we had only one policeman there,'
or perhaps a couple, that would he a start. We
do not expect to be able to man this police
station 24 hours a day, but the mere fact of a
police presence up there is sufficient deterrent
for these people. As I said, they are the bullying
type. They do not have a great deat of respect
for the law, yet they are not very dificult to
bluff. Members will have had the experience of
walking up to a person and eyeballing him.
Nine times out of ten such people do not have
much courage. These are thre sort of people who
in the main cause most of the problem.

Many of the business people in the area have
approached me repeatedly over a number of
years. I have mentioned this to the Minister
before. This is not a problem which he has
created through not adhering to our requests,
because time and time again I have brought
this matter up to the previous Government. We
were remiss in not making this provision. I am
not being critical of the Minister or the
Government; I can only ask them to do some-
thing which we should have done ourselves but
did not do. I shall keep on asking until that
police station is up there, because I believe we
need it, we are entitled to it, and the area needs
it.

There are 2 000 people or more up there. The
distance from Warwick is too great and the
problems are becoming greater and the in-
stances more frequent. I ask the Minister not to
disregard this request as it has been
disregarded in the past, but to look closely at
least at setting down a plan whereby the people
can be told that the planning is in place and the
police station will be there in 12 or IS months.
I believe people would accept that, but they are
getting rather disturbed at the fact that nothing
seems to be happening.

We might start with only one or two persons.
Mighty oaks from little acorns grow. The police
station at Lancelin had one policeman in the
beginning and New Norcia is another example.
I am asking, on behalf of my electorate, for
something which is very important to us, which
we really require, and for which we will be
eternally grateful.

Mr WILLIAMS: I would like to support my
colleague, the member for Moore, when he
talks about police stations, I can remember one
of the first things I asked the Government
when I first came into this Chamber was for a
police station in Manning. I thought it was a
legitimate request because in those days there
was a police station in Como. As a result of the
restructuring of the freeway and the round-
abouts for Canning Bridge, that police station
lost its life, It has never been replaced,

Since the day it was bulldozed the township
of Karawara has been established. That in itself
has brought certain problems which are under-
stood, I am sure, not only by the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services but by the Min-
ister for Housing. Year after year I have asked
for a police station. No matter how large or
how small it may be, it is a deterrent to those
people hell-bent on causing trouble. Seeing a
police station in many cases is sufficient to stop
those bullies from creating trouble.

As a result of the trouble in Karawara itself,
where the population exceeds 2 000, and the
neighbouring areas with 4 000 or 5 000 people,
we must have a police station. I ask the Minis-
ter to give that urgent consideration.

I must admit this is a hardy annual. I listen
every year to Ministers telling me that mobile
units cover that area adequately from police
headquarters; a mobile unit can be in the area
within five or ten minutes. I argue that that is
not the case. Quite often there has been a fracas
or two. Before the mobiles can attend to that
problem it is over and done with. Often only
one or two mobiles attend from just before the
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Midland area through to Armnadale and down
to Melville. Often they have to come from
Belmont. By the time they arrive the problem is
Over.

Mr Bryce: That is why we cannot get them in
Belmont-because you have them in Manning.

Mr WILLIAMS: We have the same problem.
Mr Bryce: I shall have to ring him up.
Mr Trethowan: Get him some more money.
Mr WILLIAMS: With an ally in the Deputy

Premier, I am sure the problem will be over-
come. The Police Department assures me that
the problem often is that they have only one or
two mobiles in the area and they are attending
to problems in the Ascot area. In those cases,
distance and time become a factor.

I turn now to my hardy annual for which I
make no apology, and that is that Motorists
should keep to the left. I assure the Minister
that this will continue to be a hardy annual
until someone in the Police Department does
something about it. I have the greatest respect
for people in that department, but unless they
do something I will begin to lose respect for
them. We must save lives on the road.' The way
to do it is for traffic to keep to the left of the
road.

I have just spent some time overseas; in
England one keeps to the left, and in America
one keeps to the right, and the traffic flows and
the courtesy on the road is superb. But when
one comes back to this hotchpotch in Western
Australia one sees it is an absolute disgrace. It
is without doubt an indictment of the people
who are supposed to be looking after safety on
the roads. I believe in all sincerity they are not
looking after our safety because they have their
heads in the sand or they are blind to what is
happening around them. It makes me terribly
annoyed because I know, as do most members,
that the upper echelons of the Police, traffic,
and Main Roads Departments spend some
time overseas studying these problems. They
recognise what is happening overseas, and if
they do not, they have no right to be in those
departments or in those jobs. They must see the
benefits to be derived from keeping to the left,
but they come back and do nothing about it. It
is just not good enough.

Something has to happen in 1985 to over-
come the problem because more and more
people are saying that we should keep to the
left. Members will surely recognise that I was
the diligent member who brought this matter to
the fore many years ago. A crescendo has
gradually built up, and I would say that not
(136)

once a month or once a week, but nearly every
day, in the paper people are agreeing with what
I said. The time has come when motorists in
this State must learn some courtesy and keep to
the left of the road so that traffic may flow.

Mr Bryce: You are a visionary.

Mr WILLIAMS: That is quite right, and I
accept that compliment from the Deputy
Premier.

I will not be put off on this matter as I am
quite sincere. I believe that over 90 per cent of
the drivers in this State agree with me. I have
thick files on this matter and every time I make
a statement about it I get more letters-even
though last year perhaps facetiously I made a
crack about the Morris Minors on the road;
maybe I could make a crack about other ve-
hicles on the road. I owned a Morris Minor
once; it is a beautiful car.

The time has come when we must educate
people to make sure they keep to the left of the
road. The first thing that must happen is to get
the police to understand that this is necessary
because more and more people are losing their
lives. More accidents are occurring every day,
and irrespective of what some psychologists or
so-called experts in the Police Department may
say, I assure the Committee that truck drivers,
taxi drivers, salesmen, and people using the
road every day of the week will say it is a fact.
The discourtesies by drivers are causing most
of the accidents because people will not keep to
the left. They sit in the middle of the road
travelling at 60 kilometres per hour; other
drivers become frustrated and they in turn take
liberties and create dangers; and accidents oc-
cur.

There are other aspects as well. Sack in 1981
a decision was made that we had to go along
with what was happening in the rest of
Australia. The rest of Australia, under its uni-
form traffic laws, is putting up big signs every-
where on the side of freeways and main arterial
roads saying, "Keep to the left unless
overtaking." Is it not time we put some signs
on our freeways and main arterial roads? Is it
not time that we got some courtesy on our
roads? A person who wanted to travel from
point A to point B3 and keep the traffic flowing
could use the right-hand lane to overtake in-
stead of the left-hand lane. We all see every day
of the week that the right-hand lane bogs down
and the left-hand lane is free. If one wants to
move quickly, one goes down the inside lane.
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The same is the case on minor roads. On
secondary roads there is quite often only one
white tine down the centre of the road and
traffic passes on the left, which is against the
law.

Mr Carr: No, it is not.
Mr WILLIAMS: The Minister does not even

know the law,
Mr Carr: Not where the lanes are marked.
Mr WILLIAMS: There is only one white line

in the centre of the road. Let me use an
example. I refer to Labouchere Road in South
Perth.- That could easily have a second white
line painted on each side, which would make it
a four-lane highway, If there was another line
one could legally pass on the left, but when
there is only one white line in the centre of the
road one is not allowed by law to pass on the
left. How many vehicles do we see sitting right
against the white line with other cars passing
on the left? How often do members see cars
passing on the left and breaking the law every
time?

They are breaking the law every time. I can
tell members where the police are operating on
Labouchere Road-they are hiding behind the
trees at the golf course with their radar guns
fixed on the highway. Generally it is one or two
cars and two or three motor bikes.

The fact remains that the police are
unfortunately gaining a reputation of merely
being revenue collectors. 1 implore the Minister
to stop this nonsense of having members of the
State's Police Force hiding behind trees, be-
cause they should be out on the roads. There is
no better way to slow the traffic and make
motorists drive properly than to put a few
marked police cars on the road. I totally dis-
agree with the attitude at the moment that
unmarked police cars should be used on the
roads, because in my view they are merely rev-
enue collectors. I believe this, and so do the
majority of the people. I can assure the Com-
mittee from investigations I have made over-
seas that unmarked police cars are now things
of the past there. Police departments in
England and America have found if there is to
be safety on the roads police cars must be
clearly marked and be seen on the roads rather
than be hiding behind trees trying to gain a bob
by using a radar trap.

These are facts the Minister must face up to.
The police really are fantastic, as the member
for Kalamunda has said, but they are losing the
respect of the public because of this tendency
to hide behind trees and to go about in

unmarked police cars. The public should see
the police out on the left-hand lane of the free-
ways patrolling in marked cars. As the Minister
knows, and as I know, the psychology of people
is such, that once a person sees a marked police
car he makes sure that he abides by the road
law and he does that for X number of kilo-
metres until he sees another marked police ve-
hicle. People will not do this if the police are
not visible but are hidden behind trees. The
police themselves will say that if there is one
police car down Labouchere Road one can
guarantee that there will not be another police
car until one gets to the Frem anile area.

Mr Bryce: Are you one of those fellows who
switches his lights up and down to warn of
police?

Mr WILLIAMS: I would simply say to that
that I have no comment to make. The point
however is that it has an element of "fair go
Aussie". The average Australian believes in a
fair go.

Several members interjected.

Mr WILLIAMS: I do not think they are going
fast. The police are dead keen to trap people.
For example, on the road below my homne the
police with their sirens blaring, continually at
all hours of the night trap people who have
been doing 90 kilometres up and down the free-
way. They use unmarked police cars, and I can
tell members where these cars are hidden. I
know they are there and I ease up, but when I
come home at 4 a.m.-

Mr Carr Are you telling the House that you
only ease up when you see a police car?

Mr WILLIAMS: No. I only ease up when I
know that the police could be hiding behind a
tree somewhere. Most people are like that. It is
a fact of life and it applies to the majority of
people. That is what I would like to get through
to the Minister. If there were marked police
cars out on the roads people would not exceed
the speed limits as much as they do. That hap-
pens every day of the week; and eventually the
Minister must realise that, human nature being
what it is, that will continue to happen.

Mr Thompson: The Minister said, "I rest my
case."

Mr WILLIAMS: The Minister must under-
stand that unmarked police cars are not on.
The public are fed up with them.

Mr Thompson: Why don't you ask him what
he does?
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Mr WILLIAMS: I do not care what the Min-
ister does. At least I am honest in tbis respect. I
have been lucky to date travelling up and down
that freeway, but how many people travelling
along that route, if there is a fair go, do 80
kilometres an hour? It is absolute nonsense.
That freeway will take 100 kilometres an hour
with traffic flowing properly. Traffic does not
flow properly because too many people use the
right-hand lane while travelling slowly.

Mr Thompson: Over the right speed.
Mr WILLIAMS: No, under the right speed.

They are travelling at 60 or 70 kilometres an
hour. If one is not prepared to do 80 kilometres
an hour in order to keep up with the traffic one
must keep to the left; if one is not prepared to
do more than 60 kilometres an hour, one is
breaking the law and one should get off the
freeway.

The fact remains-and it is the very thing
that I am trying to get across to the Minister-
the freeway is not built for people who only
want to travel at 60 kilometres an hour. It is
about time the wishes of the majority of the
public were followed in this State. They want
new traffic laws as has happened in the rest of
Australia. "Keep to the left unless overtaking"
signs should be posted; and it is terribly im-
portant that we do not insist that the
right-hand lane is the speed lane because it is
not. It is an overtaking lane. The moment one
overtakes, one should move back to the
left-hand lane.

It is interesting to note that in Germany
today the authorities have found that
three-lane highways create accidents.

Several members interjected.
Mr WILLIAMS: It has been discovered in

Germany that traffic converging to that centre
lane from either the right-hand lane or the
left-hand lane can create accidents. It has been
shown conclusively that motor accidents on the
autobahns, and indeed on the British
motorways, are caused by traffic converging on
the centre lane. Germany has gone back to the
two-lane highway, with a median strip in the
centre and two lanes on either side. It has been
found that accidents have decreased by as
much as 60 per cent because there is better
sighting for drivers and it is easier to observe
whether the lanes are clear or not. I pass this
information on to the Chamber because I
happened to be in England a few weeks ago
when a traffic pile up involving a bus occurred
on a motorway and 16 people were killed. The
end result of this has been that the English are

now looking at a move back to the two-lane
highway rather than retaining the three-lane
highway because, as the German research has
proved, this is the best way of overcoming this
type of accident.

It is time our Police Force understood that
there are problems on the roads today. There
are terrible frustrations for drivers on the
roads, mainly because of inconsiderate drivens
who will not keep to the left-hand side but will
do 60 kilometres an hour along the right-hand
lane, particularly in busy traffic. They should
have consideration, and they should also have
consideration when taking off from stop lights.
Instead of looking around, gradually changing
gear, and quietly taking off, we should intro-
duce a system whereby drivers are given time
to change into gear before the light turns green.
This happens in England where between the
red "stop" light and the green "go" light there
is an amber light which enables people to pre-
pare themselves to move.

These are essential things and the Police
Force must give consideration to them. To date
it has not given sufficient consideration to
these matters and as a consequence we are one
of the worst Slates in Australia, if not the
worst, for driving courtesy.

I would rather drive in New York than drive
in Perth. However, the problem can be over-
come by an educational programme and it is up
to the Police Force, which is the leading light in
these matters, to take a firm stand to ensure
that drivers understand traffic rules and keep
up with them not only now, but also in the
future.

Mr CARR: I find myself having to reply to a
peculiar hotchpotch of different issues. I found
the remarks made by the member for
Kalamunda. to be strong in cliches, catchcry
and attempts to obtain headlines, but were not
very strong on facts- If his remarks were
analysed one by one it would be found that he
did not have a fact to fly with in regard to any
comments he made.

The member for Kalamunda made a claim
that the Government had given little support to
the Police Force and he attempted to base his
argument on additions to police strength
provided under the respective Governments.
This Government's record is an outstanding
one in terms of additions to police strength.
The previous Government, in its last three
years in office, increased the police strength of
this State by 160-60 in one year, none in
another year and 100 in the other. The year in
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which it provided no extra manpower to the
Police Force was the only time in 20 to 30 years
that the manpower of the force had not been
increased. However, When it did increase the
manpower by 100 in its last year in office it did
so in response to a threat of strike action by the
Police Union.

The previous Government had been so reluc-
cant to provide the necessary resources to in-
crease the manpower of the Police Force that
the union went on an unprecedented campaign
to publicise it manpower shortcomings.

It was against that background that we came
into power and by the completion of our third
Budget we will have increased the number of
police officers available to the Police Com-
missioner by 380. 1 will explain that the in-
crease is 380 because some people might be
under the misapprehension chat itlis 350. In the
first Budget of this Government we added 100
men to the Police Force. In the second year we
added another 100. This figure was increased
by 30 because of the closure of the Victoria
Quay police station. The 30 officers employed
at that station were employed by the Fremantle
Port Authority to undertake port authority
work. The authority made a decision to employ
security guards to do their job. As a result,
these men were employed by the Police Force
and the Government provided the 100 extra
men to which it was committed, plus the 30
from Fremantle.

In the Budget before the Chamber there is
provision for an extra 150 police officers. That
will mean that by the end of this Government's
three years in office there will be an increase in
manpower of 380 personnel.

The member for Kalamunda referred to page
84 of the Estimates which shows a total of 11 7
superintendents and inspectors and 2 854
sergeants and constables. The member said
that it showed only 100 more than in last year's
corresponding document. I have checked this
with answers given previously in the Parlia-
ment which showed that the figures were, in
fact, the authorised police strength as at 30
June 1985; that is, a total of 2 971.

Mr Thompson: Which is the end of a
four-year period.

Mr CARR: It is at the end of this Govern-
ment's second Budget. At the end of the third
Budget the Government will have provided
380 extra officers plus 12 Aboriginal police
aides. We have had one school going through
the academy with 98 graduating officers. There
was also a second school with 99 graduating

officers and there will be a third school of
approximately l00 officers who will graduate
in February. Some of these officers will be re-
placements and some will be additions to the
strength of the force. However, by the end of
the programme this Government will have
made available to the Police Force 380 officers,
plus 12 Aboriginal police aides. It is an out-
standing addition to the police strength, es-
pecially when one looks back over the years of
the Western Australian Police Force.

In the history of the Police Force there is
only one period where additions to the police
strength have been greater than in our term in
office. I am referring to the 1 970s when shire
council traffic officers were being sworn in as
police officers and that caused an increase in
police strength at that time. Apart from that,
the present Government has provided for the
greatest increase in police manpower in the his-
tory of this State.

Mr Thompson: Twelve months ago you said
the increase in the Police Force would be 150
for the next three years.

Mr CARR: No, I did not. We made a de-
cision well in advance of this Budget to allow
the commissioner to put schools through the
academy from the beginning of July. He has
done this. The Government's commitment was
to increase the manpower by 150 in 1985-86
and not fewer than 150 in the following two
years.

Mr Thompson: Given that there has been a
dramatic upsurge in crime are you satisfied-

Mr CARR: I will come to the upsurge in
crime which the member alleged and I will
have some answers for him.

It is particularly interesting that this Govern-
ment is continually increasing the manpower
strength of the Police Force. It was a peculiar
feeling for me to sit in this place and be told
that I am not anti-police, but the rest of the
Labor Party is anti-police. That is nonsense.
The reality is that this Government and the
Labor Party are strongly in support of the
Police Force.

Mr Thompson: Can you say that about Mr
Dowding and his antics at Roebourne?

Mr CARR: I am not talking about an in-
stance in relation to which there are many con-
flicting stories.

Cabinet has been outstandingly supportive
when requests for assistance to the Police Force
have been put to it. No-one has been more
supportive than the Treasurer.
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I have supported the Police Force in a num-
ber of ways, including increased manpower.
The Government introduced early retirement
and that has resulted in an upsurge in the de-
partment which has not been seen for a long
time. Many competent police officers were held
down by bottlenecks in the staffing situation
and were unable to gain promotion. I am refer-
ring not only to the assistant commissioner
level, but also to all levels of the Police Force.

There really has been a significant rejuven-
ation, and the provision for policemen to retire
at the age of 55 years will provide an increase
in the promotional opportunities for police
officers in the future. It is the most significant
thing that has happened to the Police Force for
a long time, and has given the officers a
tremendous lift. If members opposite do not
believe me, they should go to the Police Force
and ask them. While we have the increase in
numbers which this Government is providing,
more promotional positions will be opened up
and police officers who have served the com-
munity well for 30 years will be able to retire at
the age of 55 years and thus make way for
younger police officers in their prime to serve
the community when they are at their best.

The member for Kalamunda referred to
crime rates, and his timing is interesting be-
cause tomorrow I shall be tabling the annual
report for the Police Department for the year
ending June 1985. That report details crime
rates for the various types of crime, It will
make interesting reading. Some of the extrava-
gant figures claimed by some people will be
shown not to be correct. [ am not for a moment
saying that there has not been an increase in
crime; there has been an increase and in crime
relating to property in particular. There is no
doubt about it; it is a fact of life- The report
which will be tabled tomorrow will show a
couple of other facts; it will show the outstand-
ing clean-up rate of serious crimes. The
clean-up rate of homicide is 100 per cent.

Mr Thompson: The Western Australian
Police Force has always had a high clean-up
rate.

Mr CARR: I am not denying that it has
always had a high clean-up rate, but the figures
will show an outstanding performance in the
cleaning up of serious crimes. I would not want
anyone to be in any doubt about that high
level.

There has been an increase in crime in the
property area, and this is of concern. In par-
ticular, I refer to housebreaking. It is also an
area with difficulty in the clean-up rate, which
is much lower than for other crimes.

Mr Thompson: When I made that claim sev-
eral months ago you shook your head and said
in amazement that you did not know where I
got those figures from because it was not poss-
ible to differentiate between the crimes.

Mr CARR: I said that you did not have a
basis for quoting the figures.

Mr Thompson: I said no more than you have
said.

Mr CARR: That is not true.
The point I make is that this Government

has embarked on a programme of attempting to
concentrate its efforts on these property crimes;
and I refer to the initiative of community
policing. Under the former commissioner,
John Porter, the police shifted the emphasis to
a community policing concept based on the
acceptance that the traditional methods of
policing by themselves were not sufficient to
deal with the level of crime in the community.
We have deliberately gone to the community
and sought its support to try to build closer
relationships between the Police Force and the
community, and sought the community's sup-
port, particularly with crimes of property. I re-
fer to the neighbourhood watch scheme, to Op-
eration NOAH which was successful today, and
to such activities as blue light discos, by which
the police seek to establish a close relationship
with young people. We have gone to the initiat-
ive of using more foot patrols with policemen
walking around shopping centres and through
the main streets of the city, establishing a re-
lationship with the community.

Mr Tubby: The neighbourhood watch is a
worthwhile project, and much information has
been given out about it and also stickers have
been distributed. However, I have yet to see
one house with a sticker.

Mr CARR: The important thing is not
whether the houses display stickers, although
many do, but rather the awareness of groups
and individuals. It does not matter whether a
person has a formalised arrangement with five
neighbours whereby they keep watch on each
other's houses, or whether they have an infor-
mal arrangment and liaise to keep a watch on
the house next door. The success or otherwise
of the scheme is judged by whether People re-
spond in their actions rather than formally be-
long to a scheme.
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Mr Tubby: I cannot see any evidence of de-
fined groups operating. I suppose it is alerting
people to the general situation.

Mr CARR: I should also say that nobody
should be under any illusion that a year or so of
community policing will suddenly eliminate
property crimes. It will not. We live in a com-
munity in which many people want to commit
those crimes. Neighbourhood watch and com-
munity policing in general do not remove the
motive to commit offences. At best we are try-
ing to reduce the opportunity to commit of-
fences without beinag seen.

The next point made by the member for
Kalamunda, in his attempt to say that the
Government is not supporting the Police
Force, referred to technology. He said that the
Police Force needed new technology and the
Government is not providing it. That is an
extraordinary claim to make because the Police
Force has recently been undergoing, and is still
going through, the biggest reorganisation of its
technological resources ever. It has new com-puter facilities available at a cost of some
millions of dollars-I am not sure of the exact
figure. Computerisation has been introduced in
terms of licences, records, and those sorts of
things.

Mr MacKinnon: Why has it taken so long to
do something about the telephone system?

Mr CARR: A new telephone system has been
installed in recent times, but it could be argued
that perhaps it should have been done when the
Liberal Party was in Government. I might say
that it is particularly interesting to note that the
member for Kalamunda accuses us of not
giving the Police Force the technological re-
sources it requires. I challenge the members to
tell me of one resource that one member of the
Police Force has told them it should have and
that the Government has not provided.

Mr Thompson: You could get rid of the old
mechanical typewriters in police stations and
give them electric ones.

Mr CARR: When the member spoke about
new technology, I was thinking of computers.

It was the intention of the Deputy Premier,
the Minister for Technology, and me to make
an announcement in the next day or so relating
to a Cabinet decision made on Monday con-
cerning computer equipment. However, since
the allegation has been made that we have not
been pmoviding proper technological facilities
for the Police Force, it is appropriate to an-
nounce it now. A request was made by the
Commissioner of Police for the provision of a

computer facility specifically for CIB purposes
to be used in the investigation of crime. It is a
system of software called the Status system
which can be used for major crime investi-
gations. The desirability of it was brought to
notice during the Geraldion rape investigations
in which the police were confronted with a
series of offences thought to have been
undertaken by one person and involving a long
period during which a number of interviews
took place. The police found difficulty in
recording manually all the records of all the
interviews with all the people. They came to
the Government with the proposal that they
should be given a computer facility whereby
the details of those interviews could be
recorded and easily called up.

Mr Thompson: If you had had that equip-
ment, would the person you allege was respon-
sible have been detected?

Mr CARR: I do not think it is possible to
answer that question in those terms. The inves-
tigation ran a course to the best ability of the
police officers using the manual facilities avail-
able.

Mr Thompson: Was that person interviewed
previously?

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Burkett):
Order! I think those interjections are getting
away from the debate.

Mr Thompson: They are spot on.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, the way
you are couching your interjections is perhaps
inappropriate because legal action is being con-
templated through the ALS, so I do not think
the interjections are proper.

Mr CARR: I do not think it is proper for us
to be discussing this matter except to say that
the facility to be provided will be useful with
major crimes where investigations involve the
retrieval of numerous details of a great many
interviews. I make the point that in response to
the request from the Commissioner of Police
the Cabinet has made a decision that that com-
puter facility be made available to the Police
Force.

Mr Thompson: Will there be terminals in all
CIB offices?

Mr CARR: The system will lock into the
main police facility, and details that are stored
in that system will be able to be retrieved from
any police station with a computer terminal
facility.
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Mr Clarko: Have you, as the member for
Geraldton, noticed any community feeling of
relief since the apprehension of the alleged
rapist?

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order! I think
the member for Karrinyup might wish to ask
the Minister and member for Geraldion that
question at 6.00 a.m. in the passageway; it is
not proper at this time.

Mr CARR: The member for Kalamunda said
that the police should have greater powers of
investigation into the apprehension of the
so-called Mr Bigs of crime and particularly of
drugs and other organised crime. This Govern-
ment has participated with other State and Ter-
ritory Governments and the Commonwealth
Government in the establishment of the
National Crimes Authority. The authority has
been specifically established because of the ac-
knowledgment that State Police Forces do not
have the powers of investigation suited .to com-
bat that form of organised crime. The National
Crimes Authority has greater powers of investi-
gation and inquiry than have the normal Police
Forces in the ordinary course of events. This
venture is still in its fairly early days, but there
are signs that significant progress is likely to be
made. Our entry into this exercise was specifi-
cally directed at trying to salve the problem to
which the member referred.

Mr Thompson: Are you satisfied that the
National Crimes Authority has sufficient clout
to be able to tackle the problem?

Mr CARR: On the evidence available at this
early stage, yes. As members know, very con-
siderable debate developed as to what form the
national crime fighting body should take. A
need exists to balance on one hand the need for
the body to have the necessary powers, and on
the other hand to provide the appropriate safe-
guards of civil liberties. While it is easy to ar-
gue that the balance has not been achieved, I
believe that most people who attended confer-
ences I attended feel that we have managed the
right balance. Only time will tell and if necess-
ary adjustments can be made.

The member for Kalamunda made reference
also to an alleged run-down of police man-
power in the northern suburbs in the face of
rapid population growth. That really was a very
bad example for him to choose because the
northern suburbs is the area where a particular
thrust has been made by the Police Force to
combat crime. It has done this by establishing
the so-called Warwick mobile patrol involving
a new force called the "Whisky Patrol", so

named because of its radio call sign. It has, I
,,think, a force of 39 officers located at the
kWarwick police complex. This team provides
,mobile patrols of the northern suburbs in gen-
eral, particularly in motorcars but also with
officers making foot patrols through shopping
centres in order to be seen. So, that is an ad-
ditional force in the area, an additional number
of policemen to the number presently stationed
in each of the police stations in the area.

A lot of work has been done on chat patrol
and one of the benefits provided by it is that it
takes the load off the local stations. Instead of
the local station officers having to be called out
to respond to particular incidents, the mobile
patrol officers have been responding and this
has freed up the time available to officers. of the
local police stations, allowing them to concen-
trate on other community duties.

The Police Force believes that the "Whisky
Patrol" has been a very successful initiative.
We see it as being the forerunner of other simi-
lar units likely to be established in regional
areas such as Fremantle and other areas south
of the river.

Mr Thompson: Do you think police stations
will go eventually?

Mr CARR: Not at all. The general analysis of
the "Whisky Patrol" is that it has been success-
ful for two reasons: Firstly, because the mobile
patrol is able to respond quickly; and secondly,
because of its ability to respond quickly to par-
ticular tasks, the police officers in the local
stations are more able to do the more usual
local police activities. They have more time to
attend to local community work rather than
having to run off madly trying to catch up with
the tremendous number of tasks served up to
them on an urgent basis. As I said, we see it as a
forerunner for other parts of the metropolitan
area.

Mr Court: Is there a particular problem in
the Warwick area?

Mr CARR: No, it is just a matter of the
northern suburbs growing so rapidly. We
thought the area would be the appropriate
place to try the new system. Admittedly some
suburbs there do have a higher level of petty
crime than others.

The member for Kalamunda referred also to
Aboriginal-police relations in general and to
Mullewa and the Aboriginal Legal Service in
particular. The police-Aboriginal relations
committee has played a very responsible role
here. There are all sorts of problems with re-
lations between police and Aboriginal com-
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munities, especially where alcohol is involved.
Anyone who does not believe that to be the
case is kidding himself. A lot of progress has
been made in trying to ease the tensions in a
particularly troubled part of the State. Two
summit meetings we held in 1984 with police
and Aboriginal people and other members of
the community attempted to come to grips
with the problems being faced, and the people
involved did so very successfully. The report
tabled tonight of the police-Aboriginal com-
munity relations committee outlines the prog-
ress made in that area.

Mr Thompson: Whose account was nearer
the truth: Mine or "Four Corners"?

Mr CARR: The "Four Corners" account
spent some time dealing with Mullewa and a
lot more time dealing with other incidents and
it was very difficult to find very much accuracy
in its programme. It was quite distressing to see
it take claims which had been rejected by the
courts and then re-enact them as if they were
fact while at the same time see it completely
ignore evidence that had been accepted by the
courts.

I am not going to generalise, but I was disap-
pointed with the way that television station
handled the incident.

with regard to the Aboriginal Legal Service I
suspect the member for Kalamunda may have
been generalising from the particular. It is im-
portant to make the point that any organ isation
has some people who perform better than
others. I do not think there is any doubt that in
some parts of the State relations between the
police and the ALS are not what they should
be. By the same token there are places in the
State where members of the ALS have a very
good relationship with the Police Force. I
would like to think that relations could con-
tinue to improve through the efforts of the
police-Aboriginal relations committee.

The Members for Moore and Clontarf did
what a lot of members do at this time of the
year in this debate in seeking improved police
facilities in their electorates. Every member of
this Chamber would agree it would be good if
we had the resources to improve police facili-
ties in each member's electorate. It is a matter
of trying to allocate scarce resources when they
are available. We do the best we can. The plan-
ning and research branch analyses the need and
demand in each area on its merits, and we do
the best we can to meet these needs.

The member for Clontarf spent a little time
On road traffic matters and I would like to reply
briefly. He has always placed a lot of emphasis
on the keep-to-the-left rule, and I have spoken
in this Parliament in support of that view on
one occasion. I find myself with a somewhat
qualified view now, particularly in the situ-
ation we have in this State where freeways have
right-hand entrances and exits which make
them distinctive and different from freeways in
other parts of the world where there is not the
method of construction.

Mr Thompson: If you asked everyone to
travel in the left-hand lane on the freeway ex-
cept when passing traffic would slow to a crawl,

Mr CARR: That is right, it would not work.
The member for Clontarf made one point

which is particularly important, and the
Government is taking it up. I refer to the ques-
tion of courtesy. The member made the point
that a lot of drivers are not courteous and that
there should be greater emphasis on courtesy.
He suggested an educational campaign advising
people how to drive on the freeways. The
Government is about to embark on an advertis-
ing campaign to attempt to assist to educate
motorists as to how best to drive on the free-
ways and best utilise the types of structures we
have on OUr freeways. I had discussions this
morning with people involved in the prep-
aration of the advertisements, and it is our in-
tention to undertake a publicity campaign to
inform and educate people on how best to use
the freeways.

The other point made by the member related
to traffic enforcement and the merits of
marked and unmarked cars. I want to make it
very clear that the policy of the Police Force
and of this Government is that we prefer a
visible approach to police traffic enforcement.
We have as many marked cars as possible out
on the roads. There are many more regular cars
than unmarked ears, and it is our- strong view
that most motorists will respond when they see
a marked car.

Mr Williams: Do away with unmarked cars
for traffic.

Mr CARR: That is where we disagree. While
many motorists respond positively to seeing
marked cars and a visible police presence there
are motorists who, once they have gone past
the marked car, think they are clear and off
they go. The member made a quite extraordi-
nary speech when he spoke out on behalf of
speeders in the community and admitted he
eased down only when he saw a police car or he
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knew that an unmarked car was likely to be
hidden. I make no apologies for the fact that
with motorists who are not prepared to respond
to a visible police presence we reserve the right
to apprehend offenders.

Mr Clarko: The member meant he drives at
the speed limit and then he slows down.

Mr CARR: I misunderstood his remarks.
We put emphasis on visible presence, but we

reserve the right to have unmarked cars and
radar traps because where offenders put
people's lives at risk, we reserve the right to
catch them.

I have gone on for longer than I intended, but
if anything needs to be followed up it can be
done at a later stage.

Item 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances-
Mr COURT: I want to raise a point relating

to crosswalk attendants. I have a particular
problem in my electorate relating to the East
Claremont Primary School. The school is actu-
ally in the Leader of the Opposition's electorate
but the road it is on is the border between the
two electorates. There has been quite a serious
problem over the years which was solved in
part by putting in a roundabout to slow the
traffic, and a manned crosswalk.

The problem has reappeared in a different
place in Princess Road where Rockton Road
intersects it near the tennis courts. There was
another nasty accident there a week or so ago. I
am told that was the fifth child to be knocked
down in four years to the knowledge of local
people. I am writing to the Minister, if it is his
responsibility, to raise the question of a cross-
walk. I will be making application to the Minis-
ter and I hope it will be considered favourably.

If he is not aware of the road, I point out that
Princess Road is one of those main roads that
runs right through the middle of Nedlands and
many people use it to take their children to the
schools in the Claremont area. Children walk-
ing to this primary school have to cross a road
which is nearly as busy as Stirling Highway at
that time of the morning. When the Minister
receives my request I would appreciate it if he
would look at it because it is a matter of con-
cern.

Mr Carr: There is an interdepartmental
school crossing advisory committee which will
consider the application.

Mr COURT: I appreciate that.
The other point I want to raise is in connec-

tion with the Nedlands Police Station. The
Minister said that electorates want more police

stations, and I understand the problem about
available funds. Nedlands Police Station is
manned at only certain hours of the day.
Claremont is the main station, and people get
the feeling there is not a police presence in
Nedlands because they cannot get through to
the police station. It may be that a different
type of telephone system or form of communi-
cations whereby callers are immediately
switched through to the Claremont Station
could help. I point out that Claremont also is
not manned all the time because the staff there
have to go out. Part of the problem could be
solved if communications were improved.

I refer now to a problem which is partly a
traffic problem and partly to do with main
roads and pedestrians. It relates to people using
the Karrakatta Cemetery. I have raised this
matter in the House before, but the problems
are still continuing. That is, people have had
some serious accidents outside the Karrakatta
Cemetery. Now the usage of the cemetery is
changing from one side to the other, which hap-
pens to be outside the entrance to the
Hollywood High School; and there have been
traffic problems outside the Hollywood High
School.

Those problems are more of a Main Roads
Department matter but it all highlights the fact
that for pedestrians and cyclists my electorate
is not the safest suburb to move around in
because it is an old suburb and does not cater
for the amount of traffic going through it today.

Mr MacKH4NON: I ask the Minister to ex-
plain to me briefly the Government's or the
department's plans for the development and
expansion of police facilities in the southern
suburbs. The Minister will be aware that last
week I made a speech on the Loan Estimates
about this matter, but I have not seen any
statements about the plans.

I understand there are some plans afoot to
improve the facilities in Fremantle but I am
more interested in exactly what plans, if any,
there are for the improvement of facilities in
the big southern suburban area where growth is
now being undertaken-th rough Leeming and
into the Gosnells and Armadale areas. I would
appreciate the Minister explaining those plans
to me, as would the members of my electorate.

Mr CARR: I find it difficult to do justice to
the member's request because I do not have off
the top of my head details as to what is planned
for particular police stations. However, I know
there are a couple of police stations in the
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southern suburbs where the facilities are not up
to standard and where extensions and reno-
vations are proposed.

I understand there is also a major complex
planned at Arrnadale, but perhaps, in order to
get the type of information the member needs,
he could address the matter in a letter to me
along the lines of what he has just asked me in
the Chamber.

Mr MacKinnon: Do you know if they are
going to establish a station similar to the one at
Warwick?

Mr CARR: It is too early to say, because that
is essentially a pilot scheme. We are very
pleased with the way the Warwick station is
going and we see that as the way we are likely
to go in other major regions of the metropoli-
tan area.

Division 39 put and passed.

Division 40: Local Government, $1 781 000-
Mr CLARKO: I base my speech mainly on

the submission made by the two associations-
the Local Government Association and the
Country Shire Councils Association-which
they presented to the State Government in
March this year setting out what they saw as
their objectives in regard to the 1985-86
Budget.

I wish to examine their submission in detail,
and I will begin by complimenting the authors
of that document. The report deals with what
they regard as "the more important financial
aspirations of local government". In their
paper, they assert that the local government
financial resource base is inadequate. They be-
lieve that the State Government should auto-
matically provide a proportion of its own tax-
ation revenue as a general revenue fund for
local government. In other words, they believe
that just as we have the Commonwealth per-
sonal income tax sharing scheme, PITS, which
allocates two per cent of income tax to local
government, in Western Australia the State
Government should also determine some per-
centage which would automatically be
allocated to local government.

The Australian Council of Local Govern-
ment Associations in Australia and the local
government associations of the States of New
South Wales, Victoria, and Queensland believe
that the PITS grant is far too low. They believe
it should be doubled. If we look at the figure
that Western Australia received last year as
part of its general revenue sharing grant, we see
that we received $45.7 million. If we accepted

the argument of those four bodies, Western
Australia should get something in the order of
$90 million from the Federal Government.

It is interesting that the two associations in
Western Australia say they cannot quantify
what they should receive. I do not know
whether that means they are being very humble
or whether they are trying to suggest they need
even more than a doubling of the present Fed-
eral grant that they receive.

Irrespective of what stance they take in re-
gard to quantum, certainly they assert very
clearly in the document that they believe there
is a fiscal crisis in local government in Western
Australia. They point out that their
responsibilities and the services which they are
called on to provide have expanded at a rate
which is greater than their revenue sources can
expand. They talk about new services being
increasingly orientated to what they describe as
..people-orientated" rather than what would
have previously been regarded as "pro-
perty-orientated" services.

Mr Cant, Community welfare services, do
you think?

Mr CLARKO: They do not necessarily need
to be welfare services, but they would come
within "people-orientated" services. We have
been having an interesting discussion on that,
and I believe the matter will be before us again
in the next day or so, because I gather that the
other place has decided to support the amend-
ment that I unsuccessfully sought to move the
other day. I hope the Government will accede
to that position.

Mr Carr interjected.

Mr CLARKO: Of course we will. But I take
the Minister as a reasonable man, and I am
sure he appreciates there are so many things in
that legislation he has indicated he supports
that he will accept the fact that he has 99 per
cent of his cake.

Mr Can: You know we cannot accept the
amendment in that form. We will have to find
some common ground when we come to it.

Mr CLARKO: It simply deletes community
welfare services.

Mr Carr: That cannot be done, and you know
it.

Mr CLARK4t-We are talking about local
government, and it is very important. I would
keenly look forward to the Minister taking the
step that he would prefer to take none of the
cake rather than 99 per cent.
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Mr Canf: I am not saying that. I said I hope
we can find some suitable compromise or com-
mon ground so that we at least retain what is
there now.

Mr CLARKO: I think that if the community
welfare service is deleted and everything else is
retained, local government would be extremely
pleased and there would be a great deal of joy;
whereas if the Minister for some reason or
other decided it would be all or nothing, there
would be a great deal of unhappiness and I am
sure the Minister would not want that.

Mr Cart- I did not say that.

Mr CLARKO: The Minister has built his
reputation on being well accepted and he would
not want to interfere with that in his dying
days. He has only 16 more weeks as a Minister,
and I am sure he would not want to spoil that.

The changes and extra pressures bearing
down on local government as a result of these
'"people-orientated" services, they assert, are
due to and are part of community pressure-
pant of the changing age profile. We know we
have an increasingly aging population. I sup-
pose also to some degree it is the change in the
composition of the family. The traditional fam-
ily has changed, and I suspect that that also
could have an effect in terms of requests for
local government services.

There is no doubt that there is increased
leisure time. I think that fact is frequently
overstated because people in the past, even
though they worked longer hours, were
probably More oriented to recreation than
people today- Then, of course, there is the ques-
tion of the rising real incomes of the people
who live in our local authorities. All of those
things are part of the changes, and those
changes have produced new pressures on local
government.

The current State Government made a sub-
mission to the national inquiry into local
government finance, the Self inquiry. I do not
know whether the Minister has had time to
read the report of that inquiry. I was pleased to
receive a copy of the report yesterday. The re-
port is nearly 500 pages long and is the sort of
thing one could be tempted to put aside
for a winter's day after reading the
recommendations.

In its submission to that inquiry, which was
chaired by Professor Self, the WA State
Government stated that there was a need for
the State and the associations of local govern-

meat to come together regarding the financial
problems. It is interesting that the WA Govern-
ment submission stated-

In conclusion on rates it needs to be
slted that there has been strong public
comment through the media on local
government rate increases over the last few
years. As a consequence, the political ca-
pacity of local government to increase
further its real collection is limited. If local
government is to increase its services or
expand into new areas the additional funds
will have to be provided from an alterna-
tive source.

That raises the question of who will provide the
additional funds. It is simplistic of people to
suggest that the Federal Government will pro-
vide those funds. If there were no Federal
Government, people would suggest that the
funds would be provided by the State Govern-
ment and if there were neither a Federal
Government nor a State Government it would
be said that local government would provide
the funds. I do not think such a view advances
the argument very far.

If local government is to receive more money
and the level of taxation is to remain at the
same level as it is at the moment, it is clear that
other areas will receive fewer funds. If we be-
lieve that other areas should not be deprived of
funds, we would have to say that we should all
pay more taxation. Many media stories in the
newspapers over the last year or two have been
concerned with the system we use to fund local
government. I am sure that the Minister would
not want me to go down my path of saying that
I do not believe the rate system is an appropri-
ate one, but there is a real need to look at the
presently constituted system by which local
government is funded, over and above what it
receives from the Federal and State Govern-
ments.

This report from the Local Government As-
sociat ion and the Country Shire Councils As-
sociation makes a specific submission to the
State Government with respect to the Budget
we are now considering. Naturally enough,
more money from the State Government is
asked for. The report says that since personal
income tax sharing was introduced and the
Federal Government has contributed more
money, the concomitant of that has been that
the State Government has given less in real
terms.
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The report points out that in Western
Australia the proportion that comes from the
ratepayer increased from 34.25 per cent in
1974-7 5 to 38.86 per cent in 1982-83. The per-
centage quoted is the percentage of rates as a
percentage of local government revenue;, loans
are included in that. Thus members can see
that rates as a percentage have increased. The
ratepayer is carrying an increasing proportion
of local government costs. I put that before the
Government very deliberately, because over
the last year or so we have discussed in this
Chamber the extension of the franchise or,
more precisely, the introduction of the adult
franchise. The Minister and his colleagues have
tried to argue that the amount of money that
ratepayers pay is a decreasing proportion of the
cost of local government. I put before the
Government figures taken from the associ-
ation's submission which show how rates have
gone up as a proportion of total local govern-
ment revenue.

Roads play a very large part in the affairs of
local government in terms of dollars. The Com-
monwealth roads grants, as a proportion of lo-
cal government revenue have slipped from
10.58 per cent in 1974-75 to 7.77 per cent in
1982-83. Again, it can be seen that in that re-
spect also the pressures on local authorities
have increased. They have taken more money
from the ratepayers and received less support
from the Commonwealth for a major function
which they must undertake.

L.et us consider three areas: The first is State
road grants. The second is what is known as
general purpose grants. We have to be careful
with this area because there are various sorts of
general purpose grants. The one to which I am
referring is called local authorities assistance
funding, or LAAF. The third category is reim-
bursement for roads. If we consider the per-
centage of local government revenue, including
loans, taken up by these three items, we can
see, over the period referred to, that as a per-
centage of total revenue they have fallen from
9.72 per cent to 6.74 per cent.

At the same time, if we look at three other
areas, we will see that there has been a rise.
State general purpose grants are those that deal
with pensioner deferred rates interest assist-
ance. The State Government recompenses local
authorities for the interest lost as a result of
rates being deferred by pensioners. The other
area is that of State special purpose grants and
other reimbursements. Those two categories
have risen from 0.8 per cent as a proportion of
local government revenue to 2.51 per cent.

However, the latter increase is more than offset
by the revenue falls in the areas to which 1
referred earlier. This explains why the State
contribution, as a proportion of total revenue,
has fallen.

Local government is also quick to point out
that whilst State Government may be giving
increasing dollars, much of it is part of this
pensioner rates rebate which is of no advantage
to local authorities. They really act as agents for
the State Government in giving this assistance
to pensioners.

Let us then consider State Government as-
sistance to local government authorities in
Western Australia under four categories. The
First one is called general purpose and refers to
the local authorities assistance fund. The sec-
ond is called, again, general purpose and it is
the one that mainly compensates local
authorities for the interest lost on pen-
sioner-deferred rates. We need then consider
the road grants and the specific purpose grants.
In the first two of the four categories, as a
proportion of local government revenue, in-
cluding loans, there has been a decrease.

In 1974-75 sums of money under the local
authorities assistance fund amounted to 10.9
per cent of the total revenue of local
authorities. By 1982-83 that percentage had
fallen to 5.1 of total revenue. The amount has
actually halved. if we look at the other general
purpose categories referred to a moment ago
we find that for 1974-75 the contribution was 3
per cent of revenue but that in 1982-83 it had
doubled to 6.2 per cent, which is a different
situation.

Looking at the section in regard to roads, in
1974-75 it comprised 73.1 per cent of the total
revenue of local authorities. In 1982-83 it had
fallen by about 10 per cent to 63.3 percent. For
specific purpose grants, the figure in 1974-75
was 13.1 per cent, and it roughly doubled to
25.5 per cent in 1982-83.

The total of the State's assistance to local
government as a proportion of local govern-
ment revenue has increased from 1974-75,
when it was approximately $7.2 million, to
$16.5 million in 1982-83. Members will agree,
with the fall in the value of money over those
nine years, that there has been a decline in real
terms in the money going to local government
from the State Government.
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Let us now look at the request from the two
associations under the heading "grants" and
beginning first with the subheading "road
funding". The submission in regard to road
funding began by stating-

Local governments throughout Australia
would prefer untied revenue-sharing grants
to specific purpose grants, provided there
was no attempt to absorb road funding
grants, based on need, into general revenue
sharing.

I strongly agree with that. Tied grants enable
the giver to be seen as some sort of white
knight. If we believe in optimising funding for
local government, untied grants are what we
should be supporting. However I take the quali-
fications about road funding, particularly for
needy areas; that is reasonable.

Of course, road funding is vital to local
authorities, wherever they are in Australia; it is
even more vital in Western Australia because
of the vast lengths of road in this huge State.
The document states that Western Australia
has 90,5 kilometres of road for every 1 000
persons, whereas the national average is about
half that, 44.9 kilometres of road per 1 000
persons.

When one looks at the expenditure on local
roads, it is important to distinguish between
local and other roads because they are funded
in a different way. In regard to local roads, in
the last year we spent $540 for each kilometre
of road in Western Australia. The national av-
erage was S$1 360 per kilometre of road. In fact
the amount that we are spending on local roads
in Western Australia is lower than any other
State or Territory in Australia.

One reputable submission asserts that what
we really need is a 25 per cent increase, not in
dollar terms but in real terms, on the 1983-84
allocation of national funds for roads through-
out the balance of the 1980s.

In addition, Western Australia has a particu-
lar pmoblem in regard to road resealing. Last
year only 1.2 per cent of the sealed local roads
in Western Australia were resealed. Contrast
that with the national figure, which was 6.4 per
cent.

The submission states that an additional SiB8
million is needed to bring our resealing pro-
gramme into line with that of other States. It
points out the very serious problem throughout
much of the south-west of Western Australia
where roads, particularly those which were
built many years ago, have timber bridges
which are narrow and weak and in need of

replacement and upgrading. I am sure all of us
who have travelled in the south-west have
come upon road gangs and so on, and much
more is needed in that regard.

The two associations presented a submission
to the Federal Minister for Transport, Mr Mor-
ris. They asked for a 50 per cent increase in
Commonwealth allocations to Western
Australia for roads. The two schemes, ABRD
and JOLOR, are up 49 per cent in real terms
over the years 1981-82 versus 1984-85.

If one looks at the Western Australian
Government funding for roads, in real terms
$85 million was allocated in 198 1-82, and that
fell to $82.5 million in real terms in 1984-85.
That is a fall of about $2.5 million in real terms
over those three years.

Local government says in its report, without
qualification, that roads represent by far the
highest expenditure component in local
government budgets. At the same time as we
have these serious problems, local government
has been doing everything it possibly can to
overcome them. The rate of spending on roads
is higher than that in any of the six States of
Australia. In 1981-82, of the total rates and
penalties received by local authorities in this
State, about 50 per cent was spent on
roadworks. Rural and remote area councils are
spending more than 80 per cent of what they
receive from rates and other income of their
own collection. It is impossible for them to
increase that percentage because there are
many other things they must do as well. So
there is a very strong plea for a significant in-
crease in the allocations to local road pro-
grammes in Western Australia.

1 think the Minister will agree that it is not
possible for me to find out from the Budget
what is to be spent on local roads in Western
Australia. As I understand it, it comes from the
amounts set aside by the Main Roads Depart-
ment and it is not set out in these documents. I
do not expect the Minister to have the figures
in his head, but I would prefer it if he could
indicate whether the Government, as a matter
of policy, finds itself in a position to raise those
allocations to local authorities in real terms to
meet this plea, which I am sure the Minister
will agree is a genuine one.

Mr Carr: Road funding is the responsibility
of my colleague, the Minister for Transport.

Mr CLARKO: I am sure the Minister, in his
senior position in Cabinet, having read the sub-
mission-and I am sure the Minister would
support the position of local government and
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its problems in regard to roads-has made rep-
resentat ions. If the Minister has not made rep-
resentations I would be surprised. It would be
appreciated by local government if the Minister
would indicate that he will give them the
strongest of support in Cabinet and whenever
the occasion arises in terms of increasing, in
real terms, the amount of money sought by
local government. 1 do not expect the Minister
to say, off the top of his head, that he will give
them a 25 per cent increase.

Mr Carr I am pleased that you do not expect
me to be able to say that.

Mr CLARKO: It would be appreciated if the
Minister would indicate that he and his
Government are supportive of a significant in-
crease in the amount to go to local government
from State funds. The increase they are
seeking, if they are to get what they are after, is
$26 million a year. Last year they received
$104 million, and they seek $130 million to
achieve the objectives they have set. I feel that
the Government should listen to their request
and give them as much support as it can in the
light of its many other commitments.

I move from this plea by the local govern-
ment associations in regard to what they head
as "Grants-Other". They begin by saying that
while they want to emphasise that their prime
request is in relation to road funding, they have
many other requests. They make a request par-
ticularly in regard to the trust fund which re-
lates to the local authorities assistance fund.
They talk about an amount of the order of
$80 000. The Budget shows that $79 000 was
allocated and expended. Only about four or
five years ago the comparable figure was about
$5 million.

The Minister will remember that my
Government phased out this programme over
three years, and this Government has now
taken it up in a smaller way. Local government
has asked for in this submission an additional
$30 000 which would bring the amount to
$110 000. This Budget shows an allocation of
$61 000, which is a shortfall of $49 000.

I would appreciate the Minister further con-
sidering that request and responding in regard
to this area because they are arguing that they
need additional funds in terms of their research
or executive facilities. They have set it out in
that document for the Minister's department.
Occasionally 1, and others, ring them and say,
"Excuse me, will you look at this particular
matter and give us a local government re-
sponse." That is very costly. They acknowledge

that the Minister did give them some sec-
retarial or research support when they put this
major submission to the Self inquiry. They ap-
preciated that. No-one is suggesting that the
Government is not helping in that regard, but I
take it that they would rather have dollars than
receive the assistance on an ad hoc basis. The
Minister's comments on that matter would be
helpful to me and to local government.

Local government also talks about the fact
that the community sporting facilities trust
fund is very helpful. They do appreicate it but
they would like more. It is a bit like Oliver
Twist.

Mr Can: I hope you will not be followed by
one of your colleagues preaching restraint on
Government expenditure.

Mr CLARKO: I think the Minister would
agree that I have not tried to say that he should
grant these sums. I think this is the appropriate
place for me to put in front of the Government,
yet again, these requests and to have an oppor-
tunity for the public at large to hear the Minis-
ter's response where possible. I do not expect
the Minister to answer all my queries but on
the other hand I do not want him-and I say
this without being offensive-to give a Father
Christmas response. This is an appropriate fo-
rum to indicate to us what directions the
Government is taking.

I now turn to the question of swimming pool
operating costs. The submission asks for
another $500 000 to help them in running their
swimming pools. I have marked reservations
about how much assistance should be given in
this area. The first thing I would took at is the
level of charges already applying. If one auth-
ority felt that a low figure was fair compared to
another authority which had a much higher fig-
ure, it seems to me that that authority has not
got a strong case for receiving additional
grants. I know that in the City of Stirling we
used to sit down and have long discussions
about what sort of charges we should apply at
the Inglewood Aquatic Centre. One year it was
decided they would start charging the parents
who came to watch their children participating
in swimming classes. This caused a tremendous
hullabaloo. The parents said that they were not
swimming and that they were just there to
watch. It was a question of which way to
charge. The children could have been charged a
little mare and one could arrive at gross rev-
enue by a series of route ways, as we all know.
When it is all boiled down, there is a strong
case for those people who do not use the swim-
ming pool in a local authority. There is a limit
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to how much they should subsidise the local
swimming pool. How far should the elderly
people in a particular area go? One needs to be
Solomon to try and work out a perfect decision
as to how much should be borne by the rate-
payers and how much should be borne by the
users.

I think it is a case where it is important to
find out what others are doing. I remember in
the City of Stirling, after we had this row, the
following year we went out of our way to look
at what was being charged by the City of Perth
and other local authorities in regard to en-
trance charges at the pools to try and work out
a reasonable figure and determine what we felt
was an appropriate loss which should be borne
by the ratepayers in general.

This leads to a similar situation with respect
to library services. How much should libraries
be subsidised? Should they be completely free
or not? it is a major qu;estion. Many people say
that the libraries should be free. This sub-
mission seeks an additional $750 000 for new
books. When I look at that section in the
Budget, the increase for the whole of the State,
local government included, is an amount ofjust
under $500 000. Clearly, they did not get what
they asked for. It would be interesting to debate
whether they should or should not get more. I
have a member of my family who borrows
books regularly from the library. She could well
afford to pay whatever it costs. Whether she
should be subsidised or not is a debatable ques-
tion. There is a limit as to how much should be
borne by the ratepayers in general and how
much should be paid by the users.

Would the Minister support the other appli-
cation which urges there should be new re-
gional libraries in places like Carnarvon,
Merredin, and Esperance? That is another area
where additional support is needed.

A member interjected.
Mr CLARKO: I will not rest on the Agricul-

tural Protection Board claims that there is an
urgent need for a northern checkpoint some-
where near Kununurra and also an additional
sum of money of $250 000 to help cut back on
the spread of caltrop.

Mr Parker: Do you know what it is?
Mr CLARKO: It is a weed. I was talking to

my colleague, the former Minister for
Agriculture, and asked him what he thought
about it. He said it was very complicated. If a
checkpoint was put outside Kununurra, people
would duck around the side and that particular
scheme is difficult to justify. He said that cal-

trop is something they do need to spend money
on. The State Government has many things
they are trying to reduce and if one has the
money it can be supported.

I am not competent to comment on this mat-
ter, and 1 do not know whether the Minister is
either.

Mr Mclver: I know quite a lot about caltrop.
It is a noxious weed. It is a shocking thing-an
eight-pointed double-gee.

Mr CLARKO: Local Government is seeking
$2 50 000 a year in order to help it fight the
spread of caltrop.

Mr Mclver: I hope it is able to get it.
Mr CLARKO: I am sure the Minister, in his

loquacious style, will be able to convince his
Cabinet colleagues of the importance of this
matter. I will personally write to the 139 coun-
cils tomorrow and point out how enthusiasti-
cally the Minister is in his attempts to prevent
the spread of caltrop.

The next matter is a hardy annual and that is
the question of funding for the Fire Brigades
Board. I am glad the member for Scarborough
is no longer in the Chair because this is one of
his favourite topics, It involves a very complex
issue as to who pays. Local authorities are not
happy at the share that they carry and if we
change the existing system it will simply shift
the problem from one group to another. I do
not think one could find local authorities which
were happy with the share that they now bear. I
do not know whether the member for
Scarborough can remember how much the City
of Stirling now has to spend on fire brigade
funding, but it is a huge sum of money. How
the amount should be borne-whether house-
holders or the system as a whole should bear
the costs-is a very vexing question.

The next matter relates to the question of
"user-pay". This deals with the position of lo-
cal authorities in regard to the charges they are
allowed to levy. The authorities express their
concern at those charges which are set down by
State Statute or by regulation. In the sub-
mission, the local government associations
point out that they would very much like to
have a system where these charges would be
regularly changed. They would like some form
of indexation, possibly an annual index directly
related to the Consumer Price Index, so that
they could maintain their position. If they can-
not have a system including automatic
indexation, they would like a scheme whereby
local government authorities could set their
own level.
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1 am not certain whether that is the way to
go. I do not know whether the Minister would
like to make a comment later as to whether he
thinks each local authority should have the
right to set its own fees or whether he believes
it is appropriate to continue the existing system
whereby the fees are set and apply until the
Government decides 10 change them.

The submission moves next to the area of the
costs involved in planning services provided by
local authorities and refers to a submission that
was made by a local government district group
in the metropolitan area which argued that
planning costs should be borne by ratepayers as
a whole, including the preparation of plans and
schemes. However, when one looks at the area
of development programmes one finds it
suggests that two-thirds of the cost should be
borne by the developers and, say, one-third by
the ratepayers. They point out that in 1982-83
town planning current expenditure by all the
local government authorities in Western
Australia amounted to $5.1 million. They ar-
gued that about half of this amount probably
went on planning costs and using the calcu-
lation of two-thirds of the remaining amount,
they came up with a figure of $1.7 million,
which they felt could be put into their coffers if
they were given greater freedom in this area to
recover these costs. Again it is a very vexing
question and I do not know whether the Minis-
ter and the Government have a view as to what
the system should be. I do not know that I have
a firm view either. I believe it is appropriate
that local government authorities should pay
part and that users should pay part. However, I
am not knowledgable enough to determine
what these particular proportions should be.

I could make a generalisation by saying that I
agree it should be a fair system but I am not too
sure how one arrives at a fair system. I feel that
is something that would be very app ropriate for
a committee to work on in order to come up
with a scheme which perhaps might approach
the position of these two local government as-
sociations.

They name particularly building licence fees
as an area which they believe should be
changed. There have been no changes in these
charges for four years and the authorities say
that to maintain the same real level in these
fees, they should be increased by 30 per cent.
That increase would give local government in
Western Australia about $450 000 extra. The
local authorities say they were in the process of
preparing a new submission on this matter as
they are already preparing a submission in re-

gard to the planning area. If they do it quickly
they can Put it in front of the present Minister;
but if not they can put it in front of his suc-
cessor. Again with building licence fees they
press for indexing, and I would be interested to
know the Minister's view in regard to this prob-
lem.

The local authorities would like all fees and
charges to be reviewed and they again raise the
question of "user-pay". I am attracted to some
elements of the user-pay principle. I was very
pleased when the City of Stirling some years
ago took rubbish collection charges out of the
general rate and put it as a specific itemn be-
cause as members well know, the system
which makes people pay on the imagined value
of their property means that a person whose
home is twice as valuable as his neighbour's
will pay twice as much for his rubbish removal.
I cannot see much logic in that. It merely com-
pounds the inequities of the system.

The next area referred to in the submission
deals with rents which are paid to local
authorities on their preprimary centres-thiat
is, their old kindergartens. There are appar-
ently 140 of these centres in the State that are
teased by the Education Department and these
associations say the rents are far too low. They
cite an example from the Greenough Shire of
the Mt Tarcoola preprimary which attracts a
rent of $1E000 per annum. They claim that an
independent valuer advised that a fair rent for
that particular building would be $5 000 per
annum.

I have long had an interest in the question of
local preprimaries and kindergartens. When I
was in the City of Stirling I was associated with
the building of a number of kindergartens and I
was very much involved in encouraging the
City of Stirling to play a bigger part in the
provision of kindergartens. It seems to me that
they were able to do that within their financial
competence, without any great stress. When we
moved to this new system it seemed to me that
local government was able to shed its responsi-
bility for the education of preschool children.
Just as local government has criticised the fact
that when the Federal Government came into
the area of funding all it led to was the State
Government giving less in real terms, it seems
to me the local government in turn has been
relieved of the very important role it carried
out in regard to the provision of kindergartens,
because when they provided kindergartens my
experience was that they never charged the true
economic rent to the group of parents that ran
their kindergarten committees and put their
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little children into the kindergartens. I think
this is trying to squeeze the lemon a bit too
hard in this particular regard. In addition the
amount of money they seek is not very great.
The total rent collection on these places in
1984-8 5 was $93 000 and the amount that they
believe that the Education Department should
pay in 1985-86 is $118 000 which is an increase
of only $25 000. 1 would not have thought that
was much and it seems to me that local govern-
ment authorities should get together and ap-
proach the Education Department and nego-
tiate with it for a higher figure.

The two local government associations are at
the present moment involved in a joint work-
ing party which is looking at the whole question
of fees and charges for local government. In
summary, the report stresses that the State
Government should ultimately be responsible
for the welfare of local government. Local
government very much appreciates the
financial support it receives from the Com-
monwealth Government but it wants more. it
stresses, as I stressed earlier, that it feels that
the State Government has reduced its support
for local government as the Federal Govern-
ment has given more. It emphasises that its
first priority in terms of funds is for roads. it
wants other grant proposals to be at least
maintained in real terms. It wants an increase
in the local authorities assistance fund and
presses for additional grants with regard to its
operation of swimming pools. It requires more
money for libraries and weed control and seeks
an inquiry into fire brigade funding. It wants a
greater capacity for local government to
recover costs with emphasis on user-pays. It
wants the opportunity to raise money through
its planning services and its building licence
fees. As I have just mentioned, it wants more
money from its pre-primary leases.

I wish to mention briefly Liberal Party poli-
cies as they relate to local government. We sup-
port the maximum devolution of power to local
government but we stress that there should be a
State input on this matter. We believe that,
subject to reasonable rights of the State, maxi-
mum autonomy should be transmitted to local
authorities. We do not wish to intervene in
local government in the way that the present
Government is intervening. It has mentioned
at what times councils should meet, that there
be an employer obligation to grant leave to its
employees who are councillors, and that the
employer should be compensated for the ab-
sence of a councillor employee. We certainly
reject the proposition contained in the Labor

Party's policy on local government, that day
labour should not take precedence over the
Contract system. We have said many times that
we do not support the payment of salaries to
councillors. At the same time we very much
underline our appreciation of the work carried
out by councillors. There are many other
people, a far greater number than councillors,
who assist in the organisation of many groups
and committees and who help in the com-
munity. Much of this work is done under the
aegis of local government.

The Opposition has said before that local
government should play only a minor role in
welfare. Certainly, it is very sensitive about
duplication and triplication of welfare services
by it and the Federal and State Governments.

In regard to electoral matters, we believe the
adoption of the universal franchise by this
Government has created two classes of citizens.
The first has a vote and pays rates and Ihe
second has a vote and pays no rates. We think
this is inequitable and will set up an inquiry to
attempt to remove that inequity.

We support a voluntary system of voting for
local government. We support annual elections
for a three-year term, based on preferential
voting. We support ratepayers being able to
vote in each ward in which they own land and
that it be the responsibility of local authorities
to list property owners.

With regard to the rating system, we believe
that the property system under which we now
operate needs to be revised, especially in light
of the fact that ratepayers are inequitably
treated when compared with those who do not
pay rates. We would review that matter.

We do not for one moment accept that the
value of one's property is directly proportional
to one's capacity or responsibility to pay. We
will examine the possibility of rating Govern-
ment property. I am not too sure how we would
succeed in regard to the Federal Government
but we intend to look at the matter because
some local authorities have large tracts of land.
owned by Federal and Slte Governments. Lo-
cal government is particularly concerned about
its inability to fund the many services which it
carries out and for which governmental bodies
make no contribution.

Mr Troy: Are you taking into account the
Grants Commission?

Mr CLARKO: It has been considered. I
know the member's interest in local govern-
ment. I know of local authorities that have
large pieces of government land within their
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boundaries. They believe they are not ad-
equately remunerated. We make no promises
to change that matter but assert that we will
look at the issue.

We believed that the scheme with which the
member for Mundaring had been closely
associated whereby a certain number of coun-
cils were allowed to experiment in a certain
differential rating scheme-my understanding
is that only six were involved in that scheme-

Mr Troy: That is wrong.
Mr CLARKO: How many were allowed to

operate under the rating system?
Mr Carr: There is no restriction. A pilot

study carried out in the first year involved six
councils. Many more councils have
participated in the second year, and something
like six or eight have actually taken it up in
practice. There is no restriction on the number
of councils.

Mr CLARKO: The Government began by
placing a caveat on the number which could
join. When I was a Minister in the time of Ray
O'Connor, I felt that that was unnecessary. We
feel, therefore, that councils should have the
option to involve themselves and should not be
restrained.

Like the Local Government Association, we
feel that the percentage share of Federal
funding that local authorities receive should be
related to total tax revenue and not just income
tax. I do not know whether the Minister would
care to comment on that matter but I believe,
quite rightly, that local authorities were put out
last year in relation to the share they received.
it seems to me that if one took the share as a
share of the Government's overall collections,
all governments should tighten their belts
together.

We would support, as I have said before, the
special purpose grant for road funding, but
basically we would prefer to have untied grants.

There have been only two dismissals of local
authorities since the 1 900s. They were
Bayswater and Carnarvon. One council was
dismissed under this Government and one
under the previous Government. We feel ju-
dicial inquiries should be held before councils
are dismissed.

There is a gap between the Government and
the Opposition relating to the matter of pecuni-
ary interests. We will continue to insist that
councillors and their officers should not be
required to list their assets. I was pleased re-
cently when the Minister agreed to an amend-

ment that 1 put forward relating to Govern-
ment officers along the lines of that which I
have outlined.

The Opposition continues to adopt the atti-
tude that it will not endorse candidates for lo-
cal government elections.

Several members interjected.
Mr CLARKO: The Opposition does not en-

dorse them and it does not intend to endorse
them.

Mr Tonkin: You were a Liberal when you
were a councillor.

Mr CLARKO: I was.
Mr Tonkin. Of course you were.
Mr CLARKO: It does not mean I was

endorsed.
Mr Tonkin: I did not say you were endorsed.
Mr CLARKO: Why did the Leader of the

House make such a carping comment? When I
first sat for council in 1969 1 had on my cam-
paign committee Liberals, members of the
Australian Labor Party, and members of the
Democratic Labor Party. They came into my
home and they knew exactly what my politics
were. I am not trying to argue one against the
other. However, when I arrived at the then
Shire of Stirling in May 1969 the shire clerk
said, "I am told you are a Laborite." Whatever
the scheme that was used, it indicated that no-
body in the community at large was of the
opinion that I was a person wedded to a single
party. The Opposition stands by this position
and the Labor Party goes its own way.

In fact, in the Shire of Wanneroo the Labor
Party endorsed a candidate a couple of years
ago. His name was Phil Davenport and he was
described as an endorsed Labor candidate. He
was beaten, just like the candidate who stood in
the Osborne ward, which the member for
Scarborough was able to hold with ease when
he stood for that ward. At the same time as he
was a member of the council a couple of other
people stood for the same ward and they were
endorsed by no less than Brian Burke himself.
Letters appeared in the paper saying that the
Treasurer supported Mr Salpietro and later
also the person who stood on the next oc-
casion-I cannot recall his name. It did not do
those two candidates any good and it did not
do Phil Davenport any good.

This is an area which needs to be mentioned,
and I do not resile from stating it. Members
opposite can laugh, but they have not had a
direct involvement in local government.
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When I was a member of the City of Stirling
Roy Claughton, who was a member of the
Legislative Council, stood for the same council
and he and I would always agree on masters
relating to kindergartens in the area, even
though he and I held different views about par-
tisan politics.

Mr MacKin non: The same thing happened to
Ms Shea who was endorsed by the Premier.

Mr CLARKO: Is that right?
Several members interjected.
Mr CLARKO: This subject enlivens the

members of the Government.
The Opposition will continue to support the

ward system, but it will not support the system
that they be based entirely on population. It
believes that it should be a mix of population
with the rateable area, rates payable, and other
factors, as is supported by the local government
associations. The Opposition is in agreement
with their general stance although they are free
to change their position. We do not support a
system whereby every ward in a particular mu-
nicipality shall be equal. For example, a tiny
authority like Sandstone which has only 130
people in it would not have too many people in
each ward compared with the City of Stirling
which has a population of 170 000 with
approximately 30 000 in each ward. Local
authorities which have a large population could
not have the same number of people in each of
their wards as do their smaller neighbours.

The Opposition believes there should be a
high degree of consultation between the State
Government and local authorities and, in par-
ticular, between State Government depart-
ments and instrumentalities and local govern-
ment. There is a real need for liaison between
the various governmental bodies. They have
reached she stage where they should have ready
access to each other so obviate she difficulties
which occur when different government bodies
are interacting and working in the same area.

The Opposition would like to see local
authorities working with she least restraint
possible and as the same time not transgressing
the need for she overall interests of Western
Australia to be preserved.

The local newspaper has an article in it in
which Cr Mike O'Brien from the City of
Wanneroo indicates that he has put forward a
motion to the council which would have the
effect that the Mayor of Wanneroo be chosen
by the people rather than by the councillors. Cr
O'Brien has a record for making a significant
commitment to the progress of the City of

Wanneroo, but I think he is wrong in this mat-
ter. 1 believe that if a mayor is to be elected by
the people he would need to be a person of
great wealth or a person involved in partisan
politics. The City of Wanneroo, has 125 000
people residing in it and one could imagine
how much it would cost to run a mayoral cam-
paign. We all know what it costs to run a
mayoral campaign in the City of Perth. I am
pleased that that is not the system used in the
Cities of Wanneroo and Stirling because when
she mayor is chosen by the councillors there is
a degree of cohesiveness and she situation does
not arise where the mayor is at odds with the
councillors.

I remember coming across that situation on
she Gold Coast when Sir Bruce Small was at
total odds with the local councillors. I gather
there was no conversation between himself and
the rest of the members on that council. I also
remember going to Alice Springs in 1982 and
speaking with the mayor. He indicated what a
great system is was to be elected by she people.
I put forward my point of view and he thought
it was absolute nonsense. I visited Alice Springs
a year later and noticed he was no longer there
as mayor, he had been replaced by a lady. I put
the same argument to her and I said that the
previous mayor had lasted only 12 months.
The system of election of mayor by the rate-
payers in large authorities can have a most div-
isive effect.

The Fremantle City Council has given con-
sideration to declaring that council an
anti-apartheid zone. It does not surprise me
that the Fremantle council should contemplate
that course, particularly as it has on the council
Cr John Troy, a former member for Fremantle
and a person who sat in this Chamber before
certain people stabbed him in the back and
took away from him his endorsement.

Mr Parker: We didn't stab him in the back.
Mr CLARKO: I did not say that the Minister

for Minerals and Energy stabbed him in the
back.

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Burkest):

Order! I would like to hear the member for
Karrinyup only.

Mr CLARKO: John Troy is no longer in the
safest seat in this Parliament due to the inter-
necine strife. I am not surprised that this sort of
thing is talked about in Fremantle. It related to
an incident which occurred at the Fremantle
Oval during a game of cricket. Certain mem-
bers of the cricket team captained by Kim
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Hughes, which is touring South Africa, were
playing in that game. They had to suffer gross
intrusion by these ignorant people who belong
to thre CARE group who tried to interfere with
the game. 1 bitterly resent what this group did
at Fremantle and at Floreat Park. The group
tries to claim that it supports the rights of
people and yet it grossly interferes with the
rights of many people. Only a couple of the
players in that game of cricket belonged to the
touring side and the rest did not. However, the
members of CARE did not discriminate be-
tween them, they were only interested in mak-
ing their point. It is sad that a group of such
radicals should be allowed to wander around
Perth and interfere with the rights of ordinary
citizens.

Mr CARR: I will respond fairly briefly to the
paints made by the member for Karrinyup. I
do so on the basis that he has given us a quite
lengthy treatise on his views of local govern-
ment. It is probably true to say that his remarks
were not so much a criticism of the Govern-
ment, a querying of particular actions taken by
the Government, or a criticism of particular
allocations made by the Government, but more
a resume of his views and of the ambit claim
made by the associations of local government
when they met with the Treasurer and me
earlier int the year before the Budget.

I use the term "ambit claim" because I think
the member for Karrinyup would agree that the
points raised by the associations of local
government seeking finance were a fairly
optimistic list of requests to make. The dis-
cussion that ensued from the member for
Karrinyup outlined the dilemma facing all
Governments at Budget time; on the one hand
they are confronted by a long list of worth-
while, reasonable, and desirable items on which
to spend money and, on the other hand, they
are confronted by a limited amount of money
and a strong call from the community to
restrain expenditure. I am pleased that the
member for Karrinyup was not followed in this
debate by somebody asking for restraint in ex-
penditure because it would have highlighted
that budgetary dilemma.

Those points raised by the associations of
local government were legitimate things on
which it would be very nice to spend more
money. I do not think any of the points he
quoted the associations as having raised were
not worthy of support should sufficient funds
have been available.

I would like to refer particularly to the fire
brigade's finance question raised in that meet-
ing. I am not sure whether it was on the fire
brigade's submission or whether it was a matter
I raised with the associations.

Mr Clarko: It is in their submission.
Mr CA RR: That certa inly is a ma tter of so me

concern to me. Like the member for
Karrinyup, I see the need for a better form of
finance for the fire brigades, but at the same
time I recognise the extreme difficulty of
finding what will be generally acceptable as a
better system of funding. We have undertaken
investigation with regard to funding of the fire
brigades and have had discussions with the as-
sociations of local government at that meeting
and at a liaison committee meeting. I cannot
foreshadow a solution in the near future.

The only other point to which I will refer
briefly is the Local Government Amendment
Bill (No. 2) that is to come back to this
Chamber in the near future. I had attempted to
make an aside quip when the member referred
to welfare matters, and we then ted into a
serious discussion about the course of action to
be followed with that Bill. We should not be
debating that tonight and I simply say that I
accept that the Legislative Council will not let
the Government have the proposal it put for-
ward. I hope that when we consider that mat-
ter, the Opposition will recognise that we can-
not simply remove all reference to welfare ser-
vices because of the diff icul ties that would face
those councils presently providing such ser-
vices. I want to approach the Conference of
Managers in a conciliatory frame of mind in an
attempt to find words that protect those coun-
cils providing welfare services but at the same
time I recognise that the Opposition is keen to
avoid any duplication of welfare services.

I mention that point at this stage and I hope
that when the time comes we will all approach
that m at ter i n a spi ri t o f comp rom ise.

Item 4: Services and Contracts-
Mr CLARKO: Last year the sum of $72 000

was allocated, but the expenditure on this item
was $ 131 694, representing an overrun of
$60 000. The items 2 to 7 had a combined
overrun amounting to $104 000 on a figure of
$273 000. That represents a large overrun as a
percentage and I ask the Minister to give an
explanation.

Mr CARR: I am not able to be very helpful.
Some notes were provided but they do not refer
to item 4. 1 cannot give an answer at this stage
but I will be happy to follow it up.
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Division 40 put and passed.

Division 41: Keep Australia Beautiful Coun-
cil, $173 000.

Mr CLARKO: I wish to express the Oppo-
sition's support for the Keep Australia Beauti-
ful Council and the work it does.

Item I: Amont required for Services for the
year-

Mr CLARKO: I query the Minister on the
items where the record shows the Industry
Contributions and Other Revenue. Total ex-
penditure in 1984-85 was $801 000 and the es-
timate for this financial year is $737 000,
which represents a decrease of $64 000. That is
the same as the decrease in the industry contri-
butions and other revenue; last year the contri-
bution was $628 000 and this year the contri-
bution will be $564 000.

Could the Minister explain this fall in the
voluntary contribution and in the school edu-
cation programme which has a cutback of some
$4 000, and the enforcement Programme?
Could he also give details of the cut in the
special projects allocation, which has dropped
by some $ 56 000.

Mr CARR: The main point to make here is
that the Keep Australia Beautiful Council is
concerned at the level of support given to it by
various sectors of the packaging industry.
When the previous Government introduced the
Litter Act it did so on the basis of a voluntary
levy from manufacturers of packaging items.
That decision followed a lengthy consideration
of whether there should be a compulsory levy.
The Government of the day chose art optional
levy.

The Keep Australia Beautiful Council has
found it difficult to maintain a satisfactory
level of support for its activities. It has relied
very heavily on the support of quite a small
section of the packaging industry, that section
including bottlemakers, the brewery, soft drink
manufacturers and can manufacturers. That
group of companies just about makes up the
bulk of support to the council. They have per-
haps been motivated to support the council on
the basis that they have a vested interest in not
seeing deposit legislation introduced.

It appears that other companies manu-
facturing other forms of litter have not seen
themselves at any such risk and simply have
not given the council the support it believes it
should have and this Government believes it
should have.

The member for Karrinyup would have
noticed that the Government's contribution to
the council has remained static for some time
and that is consistent with the Government's
view that those industries which are involved
in causing the litter problem should be the ones
that contribute towards the resolution of that
problem. I see that as a perfectly reasonable
philosophy. We would like to see a situation
where the bulk of the council's activities is
undertaken by the manufacturers, and that is
the reason for just a basic support grant from
the Government.

On rec ent occasions when I have spoken to
members of the Packaging Council of Australia
I have stressed that the Keep Australia Beauti-
ful Council deserves to be supported by a far
wider range of manufacturers of packaging.
The council has taken up the matter with its
members and we are now hopeful of some re-
surgence in the level of voluntary contributions
to the Keep Australia Beautiful Council from
the packaging industry.

If there is no such resurgence of voluntary
contributions, the Government might at some
time consider it necessary to contemplate the
introduction of a compulsory levy. Because the
contributions from the manufacturers of pack-
aging have not been as substantial as desired,
the Keep Australia Beautiful Council has had
to cut its suit to match the cloth available to it.

Division 41 put and passed.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit again

at a later stage of the sitting, on motion by Mr
Gordon Hill.

LAND TITLES BILL
Introduction

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Mclver
(Minister for Lands and Survey).

First Reading
MR McI VER (Avon-Minister for Lands

and Surveys) [11.45 p.m.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a first time.

In accordance with the previously expressed
intention of the Government, this Bill is being
introduced to the House and will then be al-
lowed to lie, without proceeding to a second
reading at this stage. Members and the com-
munity will then have ample opportunity to
consider its provisions and to comment or
criticise as they so desire.
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Essentially the Bill takes the existing
Transfer of Land Act, now approaching 100
years old, gives it a thorough overhaul and
re-presents it, with principles intact but with
format and procedures brought up to date.

The objective is to facilitate the conduct of
conveyancing business in the State and to en-
able the Office of Titles to maintain and to
improve the standard of service to the com-
munity. For that reason the Registrar of Titles
is most anxious to receive and consider any
criticism, comment, or suggestion.

This is just the sort of periodic housekeeping
exercise which is so necessary to keep the laws
of this State in good order and condition, but
which is so difficult to achieve under the press-
ures of parliamentary business.

(See paper No. 308.)
Question put and passed.

Bill read a first time.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOUIDATED
REVENUE FUND) BILL

In Committee

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.
The Chairman of Committees (Mr Barnett) in
the Chair; Mr Brian Burke (Treasurer) in
charge of the Bill.

Progress was reported after Division 41 had
been agreed to.

Division 56: Education, $755 701 000-
Mr MacKINNON: I have a few comments to

make but I will not go into any depth on gen-
eral education issues as I did just recently in a
debate in this Parliament wherein I
demonstrated that the Government's commit-
ment to education certainly had not matched
its promises prior to the last election.

I raise a series of issues which I hope the
Minister will address in response. The first
issue revolves around the recent tertiary ad-
mission examination English paper. I spoke to
the Minister as recently as Sunday evening
about this issue. At that Stage only one person
had contacted me about the paper. Since then
several people have contacted me. They have
expressed concern that the 1985 paper that was
distributed to schools for English comprehen-
sion was used by many schools as a mock TAE
examination. Many students, therefore, read
through a paper which will, in effect, contribute
30 per cent of the marks of the students
towards this subject in the TAE. That is a sig-
nificant amount of marks in a significant sub-

ject for any student who is aspiring, on a very
competitive basis, to enter one of the tertiary
institutions of this State.

It was put to me by several groups that this
was unfair. Many of the people with whom I
have discussed the matter have not been people
whose sons or daughters were involved. One
lady whose daughter had sat for the examin-
ation was not bothered too much because her
daughter was not aspiring to a tertiary insti-
tution; her friends were. Another complaint
was received from a teacher. The teacher did
not have any vested interest other than the fact
that because he was an English teacher, he
wanted to see things done properly.

Could the Minister explain what led to that
paper being distributed, firstly, and then used
for a TAE examination? Secondly, what is the
Minister's opinion of the outcome and the fact
that some students had the advantage of seeing
the paper? What steps will the examination
board take in relation to the paper? Will it
consider the mix-up and will it consider also
how the students' papers will be marked? What
steps will be put in place in the Minister's
office to ensure that this does not occur again?
I am sure the Minister agrees that this is a
regrettable matter.

My second point relates to a question asked
by the member for Katanning-Roe relating to
the frequency of visits by teachers of the deaf to
country schools. In that question the member
implied that the frequency of those visits would
decline in the future. That was confirmed by
the Minister who, in answer to the first part of
the question, said that assistance is provided in
a number of ways to country teachers who have
hearing-impaired students in their classes. He
went on to explain how that happened. In
answer to the second and the third part of the
question the Minister said that some cuts were
proposed in the third term but that the effect of
the proposal is being reviewed by senior
officers of the department.

Members may or may not be aware that I
have a hearing-impaired son. Naturally, he
does not live in the country;, he lives in the city
and attends a city school. I am expressing the
concern at the department's decision to cut
back services for hearing-impaired children
and the Government's endorsement of that
proposal. Those children start life behind the
eight-ball. My son did not hear a sound until he
was 14 months old. The development of his
language abilities was that much retarded.
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What he now hears is certainly not what other
members and I hear. Getting the messsage to
him is difficult in many instances.

The service being cut back is necessary for
students with this difficulty. Special skills and
services are required to support teachers as well
as the children. Rather than the services being
reduced to country students, we should be con-
sidering increasing the frequency of the visits
and the number of services provided to those
children in country areas. It seems crazy to me
that we do not have the very best system that
we can afford. The best would be a permanent
teacher located in the town supporting both the
students and the teachers. That is not possible,
of course, in most country areas because of the
costs involved. Obviously it is very costly.
However, the visiting service is the second best
and should not be reduced. We must look to
improve that service, not cut it back.

The Minister answered a question by saying
that some cuts have been proposed in the third
terim. He answered that question in October so
I presume the cuts have been put into effect. I
ask the Minister to intervene to ensure that the
cuts are not continued with and to take the
necessary steps to ensure that the services to
that group of children in this State are
improved.

The third area on which I wish to touch re-
lates to the teaching of computing studies in
schools in Western Australia. The Government
made a rash promise prior to the last election
about how it would set up special technology
schools and undertake vastly improved com-
puting study programmes in Western
Australian schools. Some progress has been
made. However, it is very modest progress.

In answer to a question on 31 October the
Minister indicated that funding had been
allocated to provide computing services to
Western Australian schools for the 1985-86
year. That amount totalled $300 000 on a dol-
lar-for-dollar basis. The amount has been
allocated for both primary and secondary
schools. The sum total for purchasing computer
facilities for both primary and secondary
schools in this State is a paltry $300 000. It
comes at the same time as the department is
spending $3.9 million on computing equip-
ment within the Department of Education. I
am not aware that this equipment is directly
related to classroom teaching. I was under the
impression that it was involved with
administration and as a support to teachers in
the school.

I have been provided with information
which indicates that the New, South Wales
Government allocated $5 million in its Budget
on a dollar-for-dollar basis for computer hard-
ware in schools. The figure was $4 million in
Victoria and $7 million in Queensland. In a
direct comparison with those States, on a popui-
lation basis or any other basis, we are seriously
lagging behind in the computing field.

Of course, my concern is not just in the area
of computer equipment. It is also in the area of
classrooms provided for those students in
which to undertake computing studies. There is
no doubt that this area is one of the most im-
portant in the education sector. We must en-
sure that our young people are computer liter-
ate.

Computing is a pant of virtually every walk
of life. We must ensure that students under-
stand computers and are comfortable with
them. They must also be aware of what com-
puters can do. It is an important pant of our
education process. I ask the Minister to address
this point.

Another area of computing education which
is of concern to me is the lack of coordination
between primary and secondary szhools in the
education programme. As the Minister is
aware, I have visited many schools around the
State and have discussed the question of edu-
cation in general terms. I was absolutely
amazed when I received the same answer to
questions I asked in high schools and primary
schools in two country towns. I asked the same
question in each school; that is, "What is
happening in the other schools in relation to
computer studies?" The answer on each oc-
casion was that the schools did not know and
there was no coordination between them. Also,
there was no continuity in the curriculum of
the primary and secondary schools and I be-
lieve that this is a mistake. If computer studies
are to be pant of our educational programme
there should be some coordination between the
two sectors and some continuity in the pro-
gramme.

A funther query about computer studies re-
lates to the teachers. One of the difficulties is to
obtain suitable teachers and to keep them. It is
a competitive area and anyone who is any good
at teaching computer studies demands a good
salary and also is in demand. The department
should be looking towards upgrading the skills
of the existing staff to ensure that there are
sufficient staff to impart their knowledge, on
what is an important subject, to their students.
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I refer now to the participation and equity
programme. Yesterday I asked the Minister a
question about the funding of this programme
and whether the Government had made rep-
resentations to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment about it. The Minister indicated that the
Government had made representations on the
basis that it was concerned about the proposed
Commonwealth administration changes in
1986. It seems that the Government should
have expressed concern about the reduction in
funds for the programme in the 1985 calendar
year from $7.4 million to $5.3 million in the
1986 calendar year.

From my travels around the State I have
found that the PEP programme has been
widely accepted. I have heard no criticism
about it. People have been grateful for the sup-
port it has provided and it has enabled edu-
cational programmes to be carried out both in
the country and the cities. In these cases those
programmes could not have been afforded by
the State Government.

I ask the Minister whether the Government
made representations to the Commonwealth
Government about the level of funding and, if
so, what was the result of its approach.

The final point 1 wish to raise refers to the
location of the south-east regional office of the
Education Department. Some members might
be aware that it is located at Welshpool and it
is to be located at Armadale. I have received a
total of nine representations-six from schools
and three from P & C associations. The rep-
resentations from the schools have been from
the principals and the teachers. I have received
only one duplication; that is, a representation
from teachers and the P & C association of the
same school. I am not familiar with the
south-east metropolitan area, but I understand
that the bulk of the schools are located in such
a way that the mid-point for a regional office
would probably be at Maddington. The con-
cerns. expressed to me about the relocation of
the office is that because it will not be situated
in a central position it will reduce its ability to
adequately service those schools.

I understand also from information provided
to me that the departmental inquiry
recommended that Armadale was not the best
location for the office, I would appreciate it if
the Minister would explain the reason that
Armadale was chosen for the siting of the office
and whether he has received representations
from people who are concerned about it. Has
the Minister given consideration to reviewing
the decision in order that the facility be sited in

a more central position which would provide
an all-round better service to the schools it ser-
vices than the service it will provide if it is
situated at Arinadale?

Mr GRAYDEN: I wish to raise one matter in
this general debate and I refer to the K-12
health education syllabus which is currently be-
ing introduced into Western Australian
schools. My sole purpose in raising this matter
is to correct a statement pertaining to the sylla-
bus which appeared in the Daily News recently
and which was manifestly incorrect. The article
was published on I November 1985 and was
headed, "A New Approach to Health Edu-
cation." It reads as follows-

WA's avan t-ga rde K-tO0 heal th ed ucati on
school syllabus will go into general use
next year.

The Education Department's Superin-
tendent of Curriculum, Mr John Newby,
said this week that the syllabus had
completed three years of development and
trial.

The comprehensive health programme
fosters self-esteem and students' personal
responsibility for their safety and well- be-
ing.

Delving into values and attitudes-and
topics including sexuality and drugs-it is
expected to be controversial.

The draft for teachers warns that parents
should receive reasonable notice of contro-
versial sections "to enable them to contact
the school for funther clarification if
necessary, and to withdraw their children
*... if they so desire."

The unique syllabus will raise students'
awareness progressively from the pre-
school level to Year 10. It has succeeded in
trials and won praise from Australian and
overseas educators.

Mr Newby said it would be introduced
initially to interested schools at the start of
next term.

Obviously, I will not read the entire half-page
article which appeared in the Daily News, but I
will read the note on which it concludes. It
states-

The draft says; "Many factors influence
students' behaviour, and it is unreasonable
to expect that a school programme of
health education alone can affect health
behaviour."
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The day-to-day school programme
should complement both family and com-
munity health education.

The syllabus was prepared by a project
team with input from WA teachers,
government and other health agencies,
Australian and overseas tertiary educators,
and parents in the WA State Schools
Council.

It was initiated by educationists includ-
ing the Director-General of Education, Dr
R. Vickery, to meet rising public interest
in mental and physical health.

The Minister for Education, Mr Pearce,
has supported it strongly.

Health education co-ordinator Mr Peter
Frizzell said: "We are taking a holistic ap-
proach so the kids can see links between
the four major health areas: Community
and environmental, mental and emotional,
physical, and societal.

,.The syllabus follows a skills-
enhancement model. It identifies coping
skills that people need to lead a positive,
healthy lifestyle."

I am not aware of the actual details or the final
form of the syllabus because it has been devel-
oped and trialled during the last four years. I
left the Education portfolio in January 1982. 1
do not know the extent to which the syllabus
will be controversial as mentioned in that
article, or the extent to which it has departed, if
at all, from the original concept which was to
focus on the broad health areas with particular
emphasis on nutritional awareness. However, it
would seem from the tone of that article in the
Daily News that it follows closely on the [arm
which was originally planned.

The aspect that I want to Correct is that
which refers to the origins of the K-10 health
education school syllabus. The IDai lY News
article stated-

It was initiated by education ists includ-
ing the Dirctor-General of Education, Dr
R. Vicker, to meet rising public interest
in mental and physical health.

The Minister for Education, Mr Pearce,
has supported it strongly.

I do not take any exception at all to the
statement that the Minister for Education has
supported it strongly. On the contrary, I am
delighted to learn that that is the situation. I
know it is the situation and I commend the
Minister for the support which he has given to
it. However, I take exception to the first para-

graph because the K-1C health education
school syllabus which we are speaking about
was not initiated, as this article says, by edu-
cationalists in order to meet the rising interest
in mental and physical health. It was initiated
by me, as the Minister for Education. It came
into existence at my specific direction. For that
reason, when I saw this statement I took the
opportunity of writing 10 the editor of the Daily
New's. That letter explains the origins of the
syllabus so I will quote from it. It was dated 4
November 1985 and reads as follows-

Dear Sir,

The report by Jim Magnus (Daily News
I November 1985) on WA's K-10 health
education school syllabus was an excellent
one and correctly ascribes the compilation
of the syllabus to "a- project team with in-
put from W.A. teachers, government and
other health agencies, Australian and over-
seas tertiary educators and parents in the
W.A. State Schools Council."

It also correctly acknowledges the strong
support given to the project by the present
Minister for Education, Mr Pearce.

However the statement that the project
'was initiated by educationalists. ... to
meet rising public interest in mental and
physical health" is not correct.

The K- 12 projec t came i nto ex istence i n
1980 at my specific direction.

As the then Minister for Education I was
determined to ensure that no student who
passed through the primary and secondary
education systems in W.A. would leave
school without a sound knowledge of the
major health requirements and particu-
larly in respect of nutrition. To achieve
this it was vital to draw up a comprehen-
sive health education syllabus and write
this into the education curriculum.

In July 1980 1 set up a Ministerial
Health Education Committee and as its
first task placed this proposal before it.

As a result of the subsequent
recommendations of this Committee sev-
eral writers were appointed to the Cuirricu-
lum Branch to proceed with the prep-
aration of a comprehensive K-IC Syllabus.
It was to be trialled from mid 1982 until
late 1983 and it was envisaged that the
major implementation period would corn-
mence in 1984.
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I would not normally make a correction
of this kind however I take particular pride
in this health initiative; the project is a
"first" in Australia and will have a far
reaching and continuing impact on the at-
titudes, habits and understandings of the
people of Western Australia in the vitally
important areas of mental, social and
physical health.

Confirmation of the above account of
how the K-10 health education syllabus
came into existence could be obtained
from the Director-General of Education,
Dr R. L. Vickery, the former Direc-
tor-General Dr D. Mossenson, the former
Director of Schools Mr J. D. Davies, or
other executives of the Education Depart-
ment who were involved at the time.

I will not detain the Committee much longer,
but in respect of the letter I say that when I put
forward this proposal or gave this particular
direction, it was not a matter which had been
the subject of controversy. As far as I was
aware, it had not even been discussed. It was
not, however, appropriate for me, as a lay per-
son, to instruct the Education Department to
implement a change of this magnitude in the
curriculum. It was for that reason that I set up
this ministerial health advisory committee. I
handpicked the individuals who were
appointed to it, knowing full well that if a
proposition of this kind was put to them there
could be only one outcome. I am very sorry at
this time of the night to take up the time of the
Committee on this matter. However, the sylla-
bus will have a huge impact on the future
health of the people of this State, inasmuch as
it means that from now on no child will come
out of our education system without an under-
standing of health and, in particular, nutrition.
That will be of tremendous importance.

I have had considerable experience of what
has happened in the State and have seen the
results of a lack of knowledge of basic health
requirements. Once in Port Hedland I had the
experience of seeing a child about two years old
who was the shape of a small buddha. The child
must have weighed several stone because the
parents took great pride in feeding the child
fourteen or so tablespoons of tunice oil each
day. In other parts of the State we find Aborigi-
nal children going to school with a can of
Coca-cola and a packet of biscuits. That is their
lunch;, they have already had a can of Coke and
a packet of biscuits for breakfast. Then they
have a tin of Coke and a packet of biscuits for
the evening meal. It is for that reason that it is

tremendously important that every child who
comes out of our education system from now
on has an understanding of health. Hopefully
this syllabus, which has now been written into
the curriculums of our schools as a syllabus
which has been drawn up and trialled over four
years, will achieve that result.

It is a syllabus that will without question be
emulated by all the other States of Australia
and by other countries of the world. In view of
this it strikes a jarring note with me to see that
the origins of the project are attributed in this
half-page newspaper article to sources that had
no part whatsoever in its initiation. I am quite
certain that the Daily News did not do this
intentionally. On the contrary, I am sure it was
unintentional but the newspaper has not
published the letter I wrote to it in an attempt
to correct it. It is a matter which warrants cor-
rection and I take this opportunity to set the
record straight.

Mr CASH: In this general debate on edu-
cation I want to raise a problem in the Mt
Lawley electorate; that is, the establishment of
a preprimnary section at the West Morley Pri-
mary School in Fitzroy Street, Dianella.

In July last I contacted staff of the Education
Department to find out the criteria for the es-
tablishement of a preprimary school in the
West Morley area, and was advised that in gen-
eral terms a certain number of students was
required before the department could be
expected to give consideration to the establish-
ment of such a preprimary centre. I conveyed
this to members of the parents and citizens
association and they came back to me and said
they had 25 starters-young children who were
interested in joining a preprimary school for
the 1986 school year.

it seems that in the meantime the depart-
ment may have changed its criteria, or at least
changed its views as to whether it is prepared to
establish a preprimary centre at the West
Morley Primary School. I refer to a letter that
the Minister sent to me on 12 August 1985 in
which he pointed out that there were a number
of preprimary centre places at other estabish-
meets in the general area of the West Morley
Primary School. I point out to the Minister that
while that may be the case, it should be
remembered that a number of parents who
have children who want to attend a prepri-
mary centre in this area in 1986 already have
children attending the West Morley Primary
School. There is no bus that gives them direct
access to the other preprimary centres. in the
general area.
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It is fair to say that the West Morley Primary
School is in an area of fairly disadvantaged
people. Not everyone has a second car and in
some cases there is no car at all in the family. I
can therefore assure the Minister that while he
may believe that places are available in
pre-primary centres in the general area, the
parents of these children are unable to get the
children to the other schools. In fact, we would
tend to have the situation where a parent took
a child to the West Morley Primary School and
then had to divert and take the younger child to
an adjacent pre-primary centre in some other
area. That is a most unreasonable situation and
I would invite the Minister to comment in due
course on the establishment of a pre-primary
centre at the West Morley Primary School.

[ have visited the area and discussed the mat-
ter with the P & C Association and with staff
members at the school, and they assure me that
there is adequate room within the primary
school for the establishment of a pre-primary
centre; and in general discussions with the de-
partment 1 understand that there is not a lot of
money involved in the conversion of, say, one
or two classrooms that would enable a
pre-primary centre to be established.

I earnestly ask the Minister to reconsider the
situation in this area. We see that education
this year will enjoy a vote of in excess of $750
million in the Consolidated Revenue Esti-
mates. It also enjoys a very significant vote of
money in the General Loan Fund, and I would
hope that the Minister is able to reallocate
some money to satisfy the people in this area
by establishing a pre-primary centre.

The other point I wish to raise is a problem
at Mt Lawley Primary School- In that area the
parents have been asking for some time for a
library and resource centre. The present library
is accommodated in a temporary classroom. It
is a weatherboard classroom and I would say it
has probably been there for 50 years. It was
certainly at the Mt Lawley Primary School
when I was a student there some 30 years ago;
and discussions with people who have lived in
the area much longer than I have indicate that
it has probably been there for some 50 years.

It is not an adequate premises or facility for a
library and I hope the Minister will see his way
clear to instruct his department to make the
library and resource centre at the Mt Lawley
Primary School a very high priority on the de-
partment's budget. I do acknowidge that the
Minister has agreed to visit Mt Lawley Primary
School with me in either late November or
early December, and at that time I will point

out to him the various problems we have at Mt
Lawley Primary School, bearing in mind that
the school itself is more than 50 years old and
has not had a lot of money spent on it in the
last 30-odd years.

Recently the member for East Melville raised
the Matter of Applecross H-igh School, where, he
said, the first aid room was in fact a disused
toilet-a men's or women's toilet. We have a
similar problem at Mt Lawley Primary School
insomuch as the deputy principal's office is a
former cloakroom. I would hope that during
the Minister's visit in two or three weeks' time
he will have a look at that and see whether or
not someth ing can be done co assist the staff.

It is my understanding that the P & C Associ-
ation of Mt Lawley Primary School does in fact
have a concept plan which sets out its views
and ideas on how the school should be devel-
oped in the future. Additional accommodation
for the deputy principal and other senior staff
is included in that concept plan.

I look forward to having the Minister visit
the Mt Lawley electorate in a couple of weeks'
time, and I am sure that after his visit he will
say that the various schools within the elector-
ate are very much in need of maintenance and
upgrading. I hope he will stand by his word
given earlier, when I mentioned the need for
maintenance in this area when We Were
discussing the General Loan Fund, that such
will become the reality early next year.

Mr Davies: lHe is a man of his word-he will
not let you down.

Mr McNEE: I will make a few brief com-
ments regarding school buses in my electorate.
It seems that again this very important service
to country schoolchildren is the subject of at-
tack by this Government. Members will recall
that when this Government took office it at-
tacked the school bus system and endeavoured
to reduce contractors' rates. It was not entirely
successful in doing that so now it is doing the
next best thing by trying to interfere with the
routes.

One of the problems with pre-primary chil-
dren is that they are refused transport on a bus
if the bus is full. I can understand that, but I do
not believe that is a good reason for country
children being excluded from attending pre-
primary centres. Another thing that has
happened is that the circular routes are being
discontinued. That is causing some problems.
A person in the department here sits down with
a map and works out this new method which
primarily is to save money because the contrac-
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tor is now taking another cut in his daily rate.
That could lead to some bus runs not being
viable. I can understand there is some difficulty
on the Government side of the House in under-
standing that problem because members op-
posite really do not have a grip on good busi-
ness practice. If they did we would not be ex-
periencing the situation we are in now and see-
ing headlines such as those in today's The West
Australian.

It is because members opposite do not have
that grip on business practice that they are
making this attack. It is unfortunate that the
people who are suffering are children. I know
of cases in my electorate where school buses
have been taken off a bitumen road route and
put onto a gravel road route. That seems rid-
iculous to me, particularly when the bus later
travels empty on the same bitumen road. It is
Merely to ensure that a spur is cut out. I notice
the member for Gosnells, who would not have
any problem getting her children to school,
made a comment. She should get out in the real
world and find out what it is like to live in the
circumstances affecting country people. The
member for Mundaring should do likewise.

Of course it follows that Spurs have always
been difficult to deal with, but under these
circumstances they are particularly difficult.
The disadvantages are On routes that now have
to run the same way every day. In the past
some buses had the opportunity to travel one
week in a clockwise direction and the next
week in an anticlockwise direction. That meant
each child on the route had an early week and a
late week. In many cases under the new regu-
lations the child will get on the bus at the same
time every day. On one route that will mean
the youngest child will get on the bus first each
day. I do not believe that is fair and reasonable.
In this case it means the child will be on the bus
for an extra half hour each morning and even-
ing. In the winier the children are going home
late enough as it is, and no-one wants to leave
them on the bus any longer than is necessary.

It is unfortunate that the Government has
the attitude that all cuts and every economy are
to be made in the country while there are
ample funds to do what it wants to do in the
metropolitan area.

Mr Spriggs: And the marginal seats!

Mr McNEE: Yes, and they say that at
Joondalup, l-eathridge, and other places they
have built new schools. Here we are arguing
over a few lousy dollars to transport some chil-
dren to school.

There is a very real problem with the
transport of pre-prinary children, and some-
times it is caused by the re-routing of buses.
There is also a particular problem in the de-
partment's attitude of increasing the amount of
dead running and decreasing the daily rate paid
to bus contractors.

Mr CRANE: I feel I must give some support
to what has been said, particularly regarding
school buses. The whole matter of education in
country areas is of concern to us. I can well
understand the Government's situation in
having to cut its suit according to its cloth. We
know the difficulty, but at the same time we
cannot deny people education and the
opportunities for education just because they
happen to live in the country and there are not
so many of them.

The Government is boasting-and I have
seen a picture of the member for Joondalup in
the Wanneroo paper-that $8.5 million is be-
ing spent on education in Joondalup, and $4.5
million on education in Whitford. That is $13
million in two electorates. I may be wrong of
course-and I usually am-but if that is not
buying votes I do not know what it is. The
member for Mt Marshall drew attention to the
fact that bus routes have been drastically
altered and in some cases cut out; some have
been amalgamated; and some have been taken
off bitumen routes and put on gravel routes.
We have seen this, and it makes no sense. We
live in those areas.

I have had an instance at Yerecoin where
people in an office down here look at a map
and decide that a bus can run on a certain route
because there is a road on the map. They have
to be told that there is no road there; it is a
gazetted road, but it has not been cleared and
constructed and they have never been out to
have a look at it. They remind me of the
weather man who says it is going to rain but
does not bother to poke his head out the win-
dow and have a look. These people arc officers
of the department. It is high time the Minister
for Education seriously thought of bringing Mr
Leo Harris back into the department because
he knew all about buses. He knew every bus
route in Western Australia and more about this
subject than anybody else. One could ring him
up about a school bus problem and he could
tell a person as much about an area as one
knew himself. Here was a person who did not
sit at a desk, look at a map and say, "There
must be a road there because there are
markings on the map." Hie knew what he was
talking about and he understood the problem.
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Unfortunately we now have same people
within the department who, whether they are
simply too enthusiastic or trying to claim their
name to fame, do not understand the problem.
When this is pointed out to them, they seem to
be rather reluctant to even agree that there is
not in fact a road where there obviously is not
one. One has to take them along sometimes and
say, "Have a look at that. That is bush, not a
road." Country people get a little browned-off
because of that situation.

There is a decline in the population in rural
areas, which 1 know has been exacerbated over
the last few years, but I think it is about time
the Government looked at the rules again. To
my memory, in every single instance the rule
was that if there were eight children the De-
partment of Education would provide a school
bus. 1 believe we have to look at those rules and
consider that the population is declining, as is
the earning power of people in the area, and
therefore a decision would have to be made in
the interests of the community. We have to
reduce the number of children to five Or Six SO
as to provide buses in some areas. Why does it
have to be eight children when the population
is declining? That is a matter which I believe a
Government should consider-any Govern-
ment, and I am not having a shot at the
Government at all because I must say in all
fairness and honesty that on many occasions 1
have been requested to take a deputation to the
Minister on matters such as the allocation of
school buses and he has received those depu-
tations in a very responsible manner. I think
that it would he wrong of me not to make that
statement because I have personally written to
the Minister and thanked him for his concern
in this respect. However the Minister is only
one person in the Government. He is the Min-
ister of Education, and I suggest that he needs
support from his fellow Ministers in
recognising that there is a problem in the
country areas.

Some other moneys need to be found, par-
ticularly in the area of propagating the school
buses and getting them going. I know what I am
talking about in this matter because in my time
as a primary school student I walked about
1 000 miles a year to and from. school. I do
know what it is like having to go to school and
having to travel by shanks's pony, as we used to
call it. Surely to goodness we have progressed
beyond the system which operated in those
days and which we accepted as fair enough. I
do not suppose it really did me any harm, but
people do not seem to want to do it now. There

are a lot of reasons for this. It is not as safe as it
used to be to walk along the highways and by-
ways, particularly if one is a child.

I ask the Minister to take heed of what I am
saying on behalf of country people, and to have
a look at the possibility of changing the rules
regarding allocation of school buses. We were
told by the school bus committee that the rules
that are there for deciding how the buses are
allocated and who operates them are the same
as they were in 1976. It seems that because of
time the Government has asked them to be-
come a little bit tougher with those rules. Per-
haps when we were in Government we showed
more compassion in certain circumstances, and
we allowed the buses to run that extra quarter
of a mile, or whatever, or at least took them to
a central place on the road where a turnaround
could be constructed where it was quite safe to
do so.

Several members interjected.

Mr CRANE: I am a Navy-trained man, I do
not fall for that one.

I would, with the support of the member for
Mt Marshall, bring these matters to the atten-
tion of the Minister and hope that he takes
heed of our pleas. This is not a criticism of his
Government, but a plea for those people in the
country who are hard pressed now and who
need that extra consideration. I would ask the
Minister to recognise this because we are genu-
mne in our concern. I know that he has concern
for children and for education, because he has
given me plenty of opportunities when I have
taken deputations to him, and I appreciate the
attention he has given to their pleas and the
understanding he has shown. I am asking him
to consider asking his fellow Ministers and the
Government to help in this particular instance.

Mr PEARCE: In regard to the tertiary admit-
tance examination papers, I thought it was
fairly foolish of the TAE examiners to use a
question used in a sample paper for the t986
examination in the actual TAE paper. That be-
ing said, I have gone through the paper very
carefully and I am convinced that there is no
unfair advantage to be gained by students who
may have trialled for the exam on the 1986
sample paper. I say that as a former English
teacher but basically because, even though the
form of the question was repeated, the actual
extract on which the students had to make
judgments and show their comprehension and
understanding of style is different from the
TAE paper; and the form of the question which
was repeated was so basic to the course that
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any student would have been trialling on ques-
tions substantially the same throughout the
course.

I have asked the Secondary Education Auth-
ority to sample papers of schools which are
believed to have used the trial paper as a test as
against a random sample of all the papers to
ensure there is no statistical difference between
those two. I understand that an early examin-
ation of the papers has indicated that that is the
case, but I expect a much fuller report to be
made much later on a number of papers.

Nevertheless, I shall be communicating with
the Secondary Education Authority to point
out that I think it was most unwise to use this
form of examination, and instructing it not to
do it in the future.

With regard to visits by teachers of the deaf,
this relates to a number of other matters. That
is to say that, although the Opposition makes
rhetorical flourishes about cutting back on
Government expenditure in the future in areas
where it is not so necessary, that is precisely
what this Government in actuality is trying to
do. Every time the Government tries to cut
back expenditure the Opposition opposes all
those particular cutbacks. That has been shown
in many ways through this evening's discussion
on education. When the education budget came
out and was approved, I issued an instruction
to the Education Department that all travel
budgets were to be cut back by 10 per cent.
That is all of them, as I thought that there was
probably unnecessary travelling being
undertaken in a range of areas in the Education
Department.

However, the money is not being reallocated
elsewhere and in an area that is very import-
ant-and I guess travelling to teach
underprivileged or handicapped children could
be in that category-there is likely to be a re-
instatement of that cut if it can be proved that
the extra travel is necessary. It is really a
measure that has been taken to ensure that the
sort of growth in travel allocation that has
existed over the years is in fact warranted, and
any department that can prove that additional
travel is required for good educational reasons
would get that extra money- Those depart-
ments which cannot will have to live with that
10 per cent cut. That seems to me to be a
responsible way of going back and tightening
the Government's belt and ensuring that we
can in fact deliver the level of tax reduction
that we are delivering by making sure that we
are not spending money in unnecessary ways.

Mr MacKinnon: It seems as if you are cutting
back on the areas in the most need.

Mr PEARCE: I cut back in every area. Every
travel budget is to be reduced by 10 per cent
and the money is to be held. Any group that
comes back and says, "We really need that 10
per cent", can have it.

Mr MacKinnon: You are missing the point.
In other words, children who are normal and
who have no hearing impairment are not affec-
ted by travel.

Mr PEARCE: I understand the member for
Murdoch's commitment to hearing impaired
children, but there are a whole range of other
areas where an equivalently good argument
could be made for reinstatement.

What I am making people do is come up with
a cogent argument for why they should have
the level for travelling entitlement that they
previously enjoyed. I think that is a very re-
sponsible approach to take. Anyone who can
make the argument will receive the
entitlement, and those who cannot will not. Is
the Opposition not in favour of making people
who spend the Government's money justify the
expenditure of that money?

Mr MacKinnon: Yes, we are, but we are also
in favour of ensuring that handicapped chil-
dren receive their entitlements.

Mr PEARCE: The Deputy Leader of the Op-
position is in favour of it in general terms, but
when it comes down to specifics he is not so
keen. That is the challenge that the Opposition
has to face. If it is really serious about a re-
duction in Government expenditure, it will
have to stop taking the easy path of saying,
every time there is a reduction in Government
expenditure, that it wants the money back.

Mr MacKinnon: I have already told you that
we would not have implemented the Beggs re-
port; that would have saved you millions of
dollars.

Mr PEARCE: Would the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition have let schools charge
whatever they wanted to parents?

Mr MacKinnon: No such thing; you have
seen statements on that.

Mr PEARCE: I have never seen any
statement from the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position on any educational matter except af-
firmative action. But if it is the case that he
would have allowed untrammelled growth in
charges for books and fees, he should go around
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the northern corridor areas where parents
complained bitterly and tell them that he is in
favour of that untrammelled growth.

Mr MacKinnon: Did my statement say that
we would allow untrammelled growth in fees?
Of course it did not.

Mr PEARCE: The Deputy Leader of the Op-.
position said that he would not put any limit
on what schools charged.

Mr MacKinnon: I said that we would not
implement the Beggs report.

Mr PEARCE: That means that you would go
back to the old system where schools could
charge what they liked. The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition should go back and tell his elec-
torate what he said. I will certainly be telling
the electors that and will be making a clear
distinction between the Opposition's policy
and ours.

Mr MacKinnon: The electors will certainly
know where you stand with respect to assisting
handicapped children.

Mr PEARCE: That would be the most fool-
ish statement that anybody could ever make
because the previous Government paid very
little heed to the needs of handicapped chil-
dren. We have increased resources to what used
to be called the special education area. We have
given that our Na. I priority in terms of ad-
vancement, and that is well understood and
recognised around the educational traps, not
just in Western Australia, but across the
country.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition raised
the matter of computing studies. When we
came into Government there was a backlog in
the payment of subsidies for computers. The
P & C groups had raised money for computers,
but could not get the subsidies because the
money had run out. That situation was
exacerbated in the first two years we were in
Government.

Mr Clarko: When you came into Govern-
ment, in terms of computers in schools, West-
ern Australia was the best equipped State in
Australia.

Mr PEARCE: I am not denying that. I said
that at the time we came in a backlog of claims
was building up. Computers are provided on a
50:50 subsidy basis. The backlog built up be-
cause the amount of money that was allocated
and the Government's share of the subsidy was
not enough to match what the P & C organis-
ationis had raised.

I went further than that when I said that
situation had actually worsened in the first two
years we were in Government because the P &
C associations continued to raise funds more
quickly than we had anticipated. This year we
made a commitment to catch up the whole of
the backlog and we expanded dramatically the
amount of money available for computer
subsidies in the Budget. Whenever a P & C
group raised its share, it would get the subsidy
immediately.

We also also instituted the study into the free
provision of computers in schools in conjunc-
tion with the Minister for Technology's De-
partment of Computing and Information Tech-
nology. We are trying to write out a fair for-
mula by which computers can be provided to
both primary and secondary schools so that
they will be available to all students on an
agreed ratio of computers per student. I will
expect the results of that study to show a dra-
matic improvement in that area in the next
Budget.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition raised
also the question of the participation and
equity programme. That is funded by Com-
monwealth money and the Commonwealth cut
back on the funds for that in its mini Budget in
May of this year. Again, that illustrates the
point I have made. The Opposition is in favour-
of cutting back Government expenditure, ex-
cept when the expenditure gets cut back.
Although I have discussed with the Common-
wealth ways of ensuring TAFE PEP, which is
probably the highest profiled and most
valuable of the PEP programmes, did not get
cut in the same way as the secondary PEP pro-
grammes, which is useful in places but a little
bit superfluous in others, we have been able to
reallocate money away from secondary PEP
programmes into the more important TAFE
PEP programmes. But we accept that the Fed-
eral Government needed to cut back on its ex-
penditure. We are hardly in a position to argue
against every expenditure cutback the
Commonwealth makes, so I did not take up the
issue in a general sense because we are serious
when we say to people that we are trying to
trim the fat of Government, trying to tighten
the belt of Government so that we will not have
to take so much from the taxpayer. We do not
go around irresponsibly complaining about
every cut that is made. The easiest political
trick in the world is to complain about every-
body else's cuts and talk about making cuts
oneself We were prepared to accept the fact
that the Commonwealth should have had a cut-
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ting mini Budget. Although some of the cuts
hurt, we took that hurt because we thought that
the principle was the right one.

With regard to the south-east regional office,
I am sorr that the member for Dale is not
here. Doubtless he left about the time the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition raised this
matter.

Mr MacKinnon: He has not been here all
night.

Mr PEARCE: That does not surprise me
either. I am sure the Committee is grateful for
knowledge of that fact.

It is the Government's policy to transfer that
office.

Mr Spriggs: He happens to be up in his elec-
torate trying to right one of the serious wrongs
committed by your Government.

Mr PEARCE: I will bet that he is in his elec-
torate. I will bet that he is scampering around
his electorate.

Mr Spriggs: You should read page 2 of this
paper and see how responsible you are. The
Government is the most irresponsible Govern-
ment to ever handle public money, according
to this paper.

Mr PEARCE: I have ncver seen a more
frightened member of this Parliament in my
nine years here than the member for Dale. I am
not surprised that the member for Dale's hair
stands on end because he has a hair-raising set
of experiences coming to him between now and
the next election.

Mr Spriggs: Don't worry about that; he will
bolt it in. You will be sitting on this side of the
House if you are lucky enough to be re-elected
after the next election.

Mr PEARCE: The member for Dale is not
one of the great counters of heads when it
comes to politics. At 7.00 p.m. on the day of
the last election, 11I hours into the election, on
a booth that he and I shared-that is, a booth
shared by Armadale and Dale-the member
for Dale told my father that I would lose the
seat. That was in an election where I got 64 per
cent of the vote. The member for Dale made
that prediction on the basis that he spent the
whole of the election doorknocking my elector-
ate in order to try to defeat me when he went
within six votes on the third count of losing his
own seat which he thought was safe. He will
make a bigger mistake because he will not
doorknock my electorate before the next elec-
tion. My majority will probably go down, but
he will doorknock his own and lose the seat.

The fact of the matter is that the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition is not helping the
member for Dale to hold his seat because one
of the key issues in the Armadale area is sup-
port for subregional centres. It is the policy of
this Government to support subregional
centres, of which Armadale is one. Unlike the
previous Liberal Government, which gave no
support to the subregional centres and which
refused to locate Government facilities in these
subregional centres, this Government, as part
of its support for subregional. centres, is moving
the Education Department's south-east re-
gional office into the south-east region
subregional centre.

Mr Spriggs: Tell that to your electorate. Tell
it to the people in the hills.

Mr PEARCE: I am in favour of that ap-
proach to subregional centres. I am pteased to
hear that it will be well publicised in the
Armadale and Dale region that the Opposition
is not in support of this location.

Mr MacKinnon: I hope you get your facts
straight. When did I say I was against them?

Mr PEARCE: The Deputy Leader of the Op-
position is backing away.

Mr MacKinnon: The Minister should have
listened to my speech. I asked him for an expla-
nation of why it was going there.

Mr PEARCE: That is the explanantion.
What is the Deputy Leader of the Opposition's
attitude now?

Mr MacKinnon: What about the study done
by your department? Did it recommend that it
go to Armada le?

Mr PEARCE: No, the department was
opposed to its going to Armadale and advised
me not to send it there. If I had been a Liberal
Minister it would never have gone there be-
cause that is why it never went in the first
place.

Mr Spriggs: Because it should be left where it
was, not stuck out there.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for
Darling Range shoud not interject quite as
often.

Mr PEARCE: If I were a Liberal Minister I
would just do what the department said, but I
am not a Liberal Minister so I do not just do
what the department says.

In this case, the Government's commitment
to the development of subregional centres is a
very strong commitment. The people in the
subregional centres are very pleased to hear
that. If any of the members had been at the
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opening of the Joondalup Country Club this
morning, they would have heard the Chairman
of the Joondalup Development Corporation,
Mr Robert Holmes a Court, pay a very flowery
tribute to the Government's commitment to
the development of subregional centres in the
Joondalup area. It is our commitment to these
subregional centres which will see a diversifi-
cation of population away from city centres
and the easy arguments of centralisation that
come so quickly to the lips of the member for
Darling Range. It is our commitment to these
centres which will lead to a better Perth.
Having given that explanation, let me now ask
about the attitude of the Opposition to the allo-
cation of that office to Armadale.

Does the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
want to make a statement now or does he want
to sit on the fence, as he so often does, in
relation to these educational matters? The
sound of silence!

Mr MacKinnon: I was asking you to give an
explanation in response-

Mr PEARCE: I have given it. Are you in
favour or not?

Mr MacKinnon: If you want to find out, go
back and see them.

Mr PEARCE: The member for South Perth
raised the question of the origins of the K-t0
health education syllabus. I am quite happy to
accept the truth of what he says about the de-
velopment of this syllabus. I was by no means
the originator of it. The syllabus was well in
train when I became Minister and did in fact
originate in the way the member for South
Perth has said, at a time when he was Minister.
I think it is an achievement that he can look
back on with pride and I guess a generation of
students will be grateful for the initiative he
took on that occasion-

The member for Mt Lawley raised a question
of a pre-primary school. There are many pri-
mary schools that are without onsite
pre-primary centres and, in part, it is a part of
the history of the growth of pre-primary
schools. On the basis of the member's com-
ments that there are empty facilities at the
school which might be cheaply converted, I will
be happy to look again at the possibility of
having a pre-primary school although I would
have to say at this late stage of the year that it is
unlikely to be in position for the beginning of
the 1986 school year.

With regard to Mt Lawley Primary School,
the member has already acknowledged that I
have been prepared to agree to visit the school
(1372

to see what its needs are and to see whether
they cannot be accommodated in a future capi-
tal works programme.

The member for Mt Marshall and the mem-
ber for Moore raised the question of school
buses. The member for Mt Marshall would be
one of the chamber's great hypocrites. Nothing
could be more firmly established than his com-
ments on this occasion because, like the mem-
ber for Moore, who at least was generous
enough to indicate that when he had a school
bus problem he sought to bring a deputation to
me and I did my best to sort it out, the member
for Mt Marshall is precisely in that boat. I
would say that there is no member from whom
I have received more deputations than the
member from Mt Marshall. He brings in an
unbelievable succession of school bus com-
mittees to see me at my office in the Education
Department or in this Parliament; and each
time he brings them in, he introduces them,
and when he leaves he thanks me very much
for the steps that we take to overcome their
problems. It is a bit ungracious of him to pop
up now and to try to pretend that I know
nothing about the school bus problems or the
Government is not doing anything about them.
Where everything is being done in his elector-
ate with respect to school bus problems, in the
end there has been a decision which I have
taken. He might have at least acknowledged
that. The member for Moore acknowledged
that was the case. I think the member for Mt
Marshall is entitled to blush, as he is blushing
now. It also comes back to the second issue I
have raised, that the member for Mt Marshall
is one of those people who is always speaking
about proper business practices and how one
needs to cut back and get the Government off
people's backs. H-e is right into that kind of
rhetoric but what he demands all the time is
more and more expenditure. One cannot have
that kind of arrangement. Let me tell the mem-
ber for Mt Marshall what sound business prac-
tice is: It is cutting costs to a reasonable limit.

That is precisely what the Government seeks
to do in the school bus area. Obviously, a
school bus route is not the same from year to
year because the students are not the same.
Some come and some leave. What tends to
happen in country areas is that the school bus
routes are not adapted every year to this change
in student population. It is the case that when
one looks at a map one will see that the school
bus routes are mainly a set of historical acci-
dents rather than any rational approach to
carrying as efficiently and cheaply as possible
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to school those students who are served by that
particular school bus route. The department is
making some effort to rationalise this area,
which costs something like $23 million in the
current financial year to carry children back-
wards and forwards to school, It is perfectly
reasonable, without cutting back on the service
to these students which would seek to minimise
the costs. A range of measures have been
undertaken. I have given strict instructions to
the department that no changes are 10 be made
to school bus routes without consulting school
bus committees in the first instance; and if
there is not an agreement on the changes, then
the changes are to be referred to me for my
personal decision. Nevertheless, I do support
the need to get efficiency into this important
area without necessarily cutting back on ser-
vice.

At a stage where the department, not on my
instructions, was reviewing bus routes to try to
cut back on some of these anomalies, it was
making decisions which were not referred, in
the first instance, to the local school bus com-
mittees. I found that out when school bus com-
mittees came to me to complain. I gave the
department instructions that no changes were
to be instituted without reference to the school
bus committees. If the school bus committee
does not agree to the change, it has to be re-
ferred back to me for my decision on what
circumstances prevail. That is what is
occurring at the present time.

Under the previous Government, what
tended to happen was that a member would
approach the Minister, and if it were a Country
Party seat-the Country Party used to insist on
having the Ministry of Education because
pork-barrelling in the school bus routes area
was its most important vote-catching method.
That is the reason that we had Mr Lewis as
Minister for nine years. After the Country
Party walked out of the coalition things
changed, but before that there were always
Country Party Ministers, and that is' why, al
around country areas, there have been all kinds
of arrangements made quietly whereby the
rules have been flouted, to put it bluntly; and
one of the problems is trying to overcome the
legacy of those kinds of strange little deals not
made on any basis of fairness or equity but in
order to give local members the ability to give
favours to their constituents.

Several members interjected.

Mr PEARCE: When did the Country Party
walk out of the coalition?

Mr Crane: In 1974.

Mr PEARCE: I do not want to spend all
night on school buses. If members want me to
produce the file I would be happy to do so
because I have seen so many school bus route
files where members will see that the
recommendation made, or the way the rules
were applied, was not done through the normal
process.

The member for Moore raised the question
of looking at the rules again. Of course, the
Liberals never did that. I have instituted such a
review of school bus rules particularly with re-
gard to pre-primary students because we had,
as members will know, made a guarantee that
all five-year-olds would get a pre-primary
place, which was never done by the Liberals.
An important concomitant could be that those
five-year-olds should get access to schools. The
4.5 kilometre rule is also being looked at, and a
range of other matters which have led to
anomalies.

I know that the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition finds it difficult to believe that a Labor
Government is moving in these areas which are
so important in Liberal and Country Party
seats, much mere than in Labor-held seats; but
we are Moving to get a greater level of fairness
and equity into the whole business of school
bus travel to people in country areas. That is
the other side of the efficiency we are trying to
introduce into existing routes so we can afford
to make these extra concessions by the money
we pick up by inefficiencies that have existed
elsewhere.

When members ask me for examples of
inefficiencies in this area, let me tell them that
when I became Minister the first bus route I
ever cut out was not in a country area. It ran
between Roleystone and Armad ale and affec-
ted my own electorate. The reason I cut it out
was that although it was carrying 116 students
every day, not one student on that bus was
eligible to use that bus under the existing regu-
lations. There were 116 students who had been
carried year after year under Liberal Govern-
ments. I cut that out even though the bus con-
tractor lived in my own electorate and the
people using it were basically going to schools
in my electorate. It was unreasonable that the
State should be picking up $32 000 a year to
carry people to school free when they could
have afforded the MTT bus and paid like
everyone else.
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The buses continue to run almost empty be-
cause the Liberals and the Country Party are
not game to touch such an area which has an
impact in their own heartland.

Mr MacKinnon: Give an example.
Mr PEARCE: I gave an example. There are

inefficiencies everywhere. We are addressing
these problems which Liberal Governments
have left.

Item 2: Administration Expenses-
Mr MacKINNON: I would like the Minister

if possible to provide an explanation for the
increase in the vote in this area from $8.'9
million this year to an estimate for 1984-85 of
$13 million.

Mr PEARCE: Most of the extra administrat-
ive costs are additional allocations as a result
of the implementation of the Beazicy
recommendations.

Mr MacKinnon: What costs were incurred?
Mr PEARCE: Rather than delay the

Chamber, it mnight be better to get the depart-
menit to give a dollar-by-dollar breakdown of
that area. The Beazicy implementation is one
pan. Setting up larger computer systems to in-
crease efficiencies in a whole range of areas
falls within the administrative allocation.
There have also been a number of changes in
the way in which the Budget is structured
which carry over into that area certain costs
which were not previously allocated there.

Item 7: Subsidies and Grants-
Mr MacKINNON: Could the Minister pro-

vide an explanation for the increase in
subsidies and grants from $2.8 million in
1984-85 to $4.4 million this year? Again, if the
Minister does not have that explanation I
would accept his undertaking to provide me
with details in writing.

Mr PEARCE: In this case the very significant
increase is almost entirely taken up with extra
payment made to schools to implement the
Beggs committee report, where $15 per head
will be paid to schoolswt supplement the maxi-
mum of $110 being charged for fees and books.

Item 10: Rent for Office Accommodation-
Mr MacKINNON: Could the Minister ex-

plain why the rent for office accommodation
has been included this year but not in other
years? Last night, when we were about to get on
to the Minister for Budget Management's mis-
cellaneous section, where rent for office accom-
modation was listed in previous years, it is still
listed. This year there is a vote of about $20

million. Why was this item not listed last year?
Perhaps it was listed somewhere else. I would
appreciate an explanation.

Mr PEARCE: We are trying to get a little
more comprehensibility into the Budget. Cer-
tain items which were not separately listed are
now separately listed. This item is one of those.

Division 56 put and passed.
Divisions 57 to 64-Secondary Education

Authority, $3 371 000; Western Australian Post
Secondary Education Commission, $885 000;
Academy of Performing Arts, $1 883 000;
Hedland College, $3 160 000; Kalgoorlie Col-
lege, $3 190 000; Karratha College, $3 019 000;
Country High School Hostels Authority,
$1 394 000; Rural Youth Movement Council,
£329 000-put and passed.

Division 65: Town Planning, $6 681 000-
Mr CLARKO: I wish to talk about planning

in regard to the beautiful City of Perth, and to a
lesser extent, the metropolitan region. Australia
is a land of cities, and the main ones are in-
variably located on the seashore.

Nearly half of all Australians are located in
the two major cities of Sydney and Melbourne.
Some two-thirds of Australians live in the five
centres of Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth
and Adelaide. Only recently has Perth been
placed in front of Adelaide in terms of popu-
lation.

About three-quarters of Australians live in
the nine bigger cities-Sydney, Melbourne,
Brisbane, Penth, Adelaide, Newcastle,
Canberra-an inland city-Wollongong and
Hobart. In fact one can place the Gold Coast in
front of Hobart in terms of population.

Perth has just reached a population of one
million people, and that is a very high pro-
portion of the State's population of 1.4 million.

It is difficult to determine the best size for a
city, whether it be in economic or functional
terms. Naturally the shape of a city aids in its
ability to function. That shape may be the re-
sult of the geography of the city's location, or it
may be partly the result of the collective de-
cisions, or even lack of decisions, over the
years.

Perth, the town, was located on the banks of
the Swan River because the river was seen as
the most convenient transport link with
Fremantle. It was much easier to go up the
Swan River by boat than try to trek through the
sandy country, whether on the western or east-
emn side of the Swan River linking Fremantle
and Perth. Historians amongst us know that

4355



4356 [ASSEMBLY]

Perth is supposedly where it is partly because it
would be outside the range of naval bombard-
ment.

Its location on the Swan River has influenced
the shape of Perth and its development. It has
provided it with magnificent views of the river.
If one looks at the early maps of Perth it will be
seen that the buildings round the Supreme
Court gardens and so on were actually on the
edge of the reeds on the banks of the Swan. In
fact now that we have the tall buildings in St
George's Terrace we have views which are
much better than they ever were.

The views from those tall buildings and from
Kings Park at night must be far better than
when they were in the natural stale. I well re-
member travelling as a schoolboy each day
from Cottesloe to Perth, and when we reached
the area on the Perth side of the old brewery
site and came around what we used to call
Bernie's hamburger bar there was a dreadful
stench from the river. Yet Bessie Rischbieth
thought it was smart and important to stand in
that muddy water and hold up her skirts primly
and try to defend the spot. In my view and that
of anybody else with an eye on the area it is
much more attractive today than it was then.
Certainly the stench has gone. I do not want to
take anything away from Mrs Rischbieth who
was a marvellous woman and an important
citizen of Perth, but I think she was Wrong
there. There is an attractive landscaped area in
that spot today.

The decision by politicians such as big John
Forrest to create Kings Park gave us as well as
the river another jewel to add to the crown of
Perth. Again 1 believe man has enhanced the
value of Kings Park by the development on its
river side. This careful development pro-
gramme left a great deal of Kings Park in its
natural state and gave citizens ready access and
nice lawn areas which overlook the river and
Perth. It has made Perth one of the most
beautiful cities in the world, according to visi-
tors.

The railway line also played a very important
part in the shape of Perth. It was important to
provide the transport needs of the metropolitan
region in the latter pant af the last century and
the early days of this century. It had the effect,
however, of constraining the development of
Perth and hemming it in on its northern edge.

I suppose it did that in a way similar to that
in which the swamps in that vicinity and
around the markets did in earlier times. The
railway line certainly is obstructive and in

many places very ugly. It led to the establish-
ment of an area which became visually most
unattractive and a location for what can be
decribed as unsavoury pursuits.

This area today has a fancier name. A man I
knew well in Cottesloe many years ago when I
was a boy, Geoff Summerhayes, an architect,
and others have helped to upgrade the area. It
has been given the name Northbridge and has
become an attractive pant of contemporary
Perth. The brothels presumably have gone
from this area, as presumably have the illegal
gambling casinos. Now restaurants and night
clubs flourish in this area. It has become a vital
centre of Government cultural institutions. A
great deal of credit for their establishment must
go to the Government of Sir Charles Court.

Development is continuing today and I com-
mend the Government for its part in
developing the cultural institutions. I found it
most interesting to go to the Alexander Library
foyer last Friday and be part of the launch of
the East Perth project. Obviously the Minister
for Planning was tied up with something else, It
is a pity the member for Perth is not here,
which is often the case, because I would like to
support the work he has done in that matter.

The development of Perth continues with
some complications. I guess it will not be long
before the Minister and I will be discussing the
legislation relating to the redevelopment of
Forrest Place and the area around the bus
station. That is a very important part of the
rebirth of an older part of Perth, as is the East
Perth development. I commend the Govern-
ment for continuing this work, which was be-
gun in the time of the Government of which I
was part.

One of the problems for Perth naturally
enough, as in any growing city with one million
people, is having suitable transport facilities for
people with jobs in the central city, for shop-
pers who travel regularly to Perth, and others
who go there for its commercial activities, It is
vital that they have easy transport access to the
central city. It was quite fashionable a few years
ago for people to knock the freeway systems of
Australia, including that of Perth. I think they
have no idea of what Perth would be like with-
out its freeway system; it has made Perth work.

Mr Court: Neville Wran was one. The first
thing he did was to flog off land marked for
freeways, and now he is buying it back.
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Mr CLARKO: 1 am not too impressed with
the traffic flow in Sydney. They certainly face a
lot of problems in Sydney;, it is a huge city of
over three million people.

We are fortunate to have the freeway system
that operates in Perth. I am very pleased it is
being extended to the northern suburbs,
although one of my colleagues told me a couple
of days ago that an engineer had said to him
that what was needed was not to extend the
freeway to the Wanneroo area but to increase
the number of lanes in the area between
Osborne Park and Penth. Even if that is the
case I am not opposed to the speeding up of the
freeway system through the northern suburbs.]I
had a fair bit to do with some parts of it a few
years ago. Perth would wither and die if not for
the freeway system.

That raises the old chestnut of the use of
public versus private transport. We have seen
in the paper today the extent of the loss by the
MTT. I cannot give the Chamber the exact fig-
ure, but it is about $80 million in total, of
which about $40 million is the social service
element. So the net loss is $40 million, but in
truth it is $80 million whether one says it is for
social services or not.

Some transport economists regularly make
statements in our local papers about how they
will reduce the huge loss by forcing people from
private transport onto public transport. They
come out with a variety of ways of doing this,
but basically they rest on some form of punish-
ment of the ordinary motorist. I have used the
figures in the Chamber many times in the past,
but it is true to say that Perth has the highest
incidence of private motor vehicles of any city
in the world, including Los Angeles. I think
from memory that a few years ago when our
population was about 1.3 million there were
over 600 000 vehicles in Western Australia-
one vehicle for every two people including
babies.

The propositions we read about that force
people out of private cars usually involve a
restriction on the amount of parking available,
making the cost of parking higher, and when-
ever a motorist travels alone in some sort of
draconian way a double burden will be put on
that person. Buses and taxis and even cars with
a few passengers will be given exclusive rights
to fast lanes on freeways. I think really the aim
is that there be slow lanes for those people
travelling in a motor car on their own.

I cannot see the logic of that. People who do
not have proper access to public transport ate
located throughout the metropolitan area.
Alternatively, they have jobs in areas which
their neighbours do not travel to or jobs to
which their neighbours travel at different times
of the day. I believe we should be providing
more and more carparks in the city area. It
makes me sad when I see the City of Perth
increasing the cost of parking and the parking
meter fees going up frm 10c for half an hour
to 20c for half an hcour. The cost of the grey
ghosts is not high, nor is the cost of the equip-
ment high. The City of Perth is setting a figure
which becomes a form of income for it as it
works out its negative policies.

I do not think it is sensible that the Perth
City Council plays a dual role in parking. It
makes the rules relating to parking policies. At
the same time, it competes with private
enterprise carpark operators. I find it most il-
logical that it is setting the rules and playing the
game.

The motor car is easily the best form of
transport. It is grossly overtaxed from the time
one buys a car.

I oppose the petrol parity pricing policy that
we have in Australia. It is no more than a giant
tax rip-off. The fall in the Australian dollar
adds to the burden of motorists. The rest of the
world has a very poor opinion of the current
Federal Labor Government's policies. That is a
part of the reason that the Australian dollar is
slumping. The Federal Government has
achieved an aggregate deficit of $21 billion
over three years. Other factors, including the
Federal Government's decision on the MX
missile, have had a significant influence on
other countries. All those things add to the ex-
tra unwarranted increase in the price of petrol
at the pump.

The linking of the price for Australian oil to
Saudi Arabian light crude is ridiculous and ir-
relevant. I feel spot oil pricing could be better
even though it would not earn us the same
taxation income. When petrol parity pricing
was introduced it was claimed that it would
encourage the search for oil. Petrol parity
pricing has only been in operation since 1976.
We have looked for oil in Australia for many
years and we had a very effective oil research
programme before we had petrol parity pricing.
The other reason for petrol pricing was that it
would conserve our oil reserves.

Mr Tonkin: What is the subject?
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Mr CLARKO: We are talking about plan-
ning. That includes the motor car and the roads
and how they affect the city. Those matters are
vital to planning.

The spot prices are so low currently that if
one wanted to save Australian oil one could
buy overseas oil cheaper and leave our oil in
the ground until we wanted to use it.

I wish to focus on another matter whichI
consider is of considerable importance. 1 wish
to do something, by way of governmental ac-
tion, to beautify the City of Perth. We have all
met people from overseas who say, when whey
first arrive in Perth, what a beautiful city it IS.
Much of that is due, I know, to the Swan River,
the mediterranean climate, and our closeness
to the sea. Land was relatively cheap years ago
and there was plenty of it. We were therefore
able to live on rather large blocks of land. The
standard of living in Australia enabled people
to buy their own homes at a faster rate than
people of any other country. We owe a lot to
the past planners of Perth. We owe much to the
planners of St Georges Terrace. When we re-
turn to Government we will allocate funds for
the further beautification of Perth. We will es-
tablish a committee which will include the sorts
of people who could be able to help us in this
task including architects, planners, landscape
architects, people involved in the history of
Perth, engineers, artists, representatives from
local government and representatives from
commerce. That committee would have the job
of interacting with the various groups in Perth
and obtaining assistance from Government de-
partments for the development and beautifi-
cation of Perth. However, I think we must be a
bit careful.

Canberra has been totally planned as a city.
However, I think that there are many parts of
Canberra that are so much alike that a sterile
landscape has been produced. I do not think it
is necessary to remove every sign around the
place. I do not think we should abolish all
forms of signposting. It has been mentioned
that because of the impending America's Cup
series we need to improve our signposting to
give more information. We should be
encouraged by the fact that we will have huge
numbers of visitors here over the next year or
two. We also need proper signposting for our
citizens and for tourists in the future. if we
were seen to he actively developing Perth's
beautification, people would come from many
parts of Australia and from around the world to
assist us in this important task.

We have a very good standard of living in a
non-economic sense. We are able to enjoy the
fruits of development over the years. Perth has
many sporting fields and other amenities. I
read yesterday that consideration is being given
to lighting the WACA. All of that will add to
our enjoyment of Perth, I think a proposition
has been put forward for a huge building at the
Burswood Casino which would enable people
to watch sporting events or other forms of en-
tertainment. Apparently the building will in-
clude a roof which can roll backwards and for-
wards.

All these things will mean extra facilities for
Perth. I have been trying to press the Minister
for Planning for a while now in regard to the
question of high-rise buildings at Scarborough.
It is quite clear that he was not aware that the
Observation City project consisted of three
buildings-a 17 storey, a 13 storey and an 11I
storey budlding. Reading between the lines and
from discussions I have had with the City of
Stirling it is quite obvious that the Minister did
not know the project involved three high-rise
buildings. It will be interesting to hear his com-
ments and whether he agrees to one building or
to three buildings.

He was critical of the City of Stirling. The
way in which the Government has attacked the
Spindrifter project is inappropriate. The dis-
cussions held between the Minister of Planning
and the City of Stirling could have been held in
the quietness of his office and they could have
come to terms with the problems.

The Government and the Minister have
completely bungled the situation in regard to
Spindrifter. It is interesting that the City of
Stirling set aside, in its district planning
scheme No. 1, an area of 20 acres on the
beachfront. It was called the Scarborough
special beachfront development zone and there
were nio limitations regarding high-rise build-
ings. That scheme was to lead to the blight of
that area because the people who owned
properties decided they would wait until they
were handed a handsome sum of money for
their land.

in 1969 the City of Stirling was approached
by a developer who wanted to build a large
project in the area, but because of the commer-
cial downturn he did not go ahead with his
plans. The buildings on the beachfront became
more rickety and led to a decline of the
beachifront area.
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Under its town planning scheme No. I the
City of Stirling was able to approve the
Murdoch Constructions Pty Ltd building which
was initially to be 20 storeys. After a year of
negotiations between developers and the coun-
cil it was decided that the building would be
only 17 storeys. The council also received an
approach about the Spindrifter project. Both
projects were approved under the council's
town planning scheme. The scheme was ap-
proved by the Minister of the day and there
was no requirement that projects should re-
ceive approval from a central planning source
such as the MRPA, or the Minister.

When the City of Stirling put forward its
district planning scheme No. 2 for approval it
was advised by the then Minister for Planning,
David Parker, that there should be a thre
storey height limit on buildings in the
beachfront zone. The Minister said the build-
ings could be higher at the discretion of the
council. As I understand it that is the position
which applies today. However, the current
Minister for Planning has applied clause 32 of
the metropolitan region scheme which has
resulted in a blanket ban in regard to buildings
proposed to be built on the beachfront zone.
He did this in a jack boot way and it was not
appropriate.

Members would be aware that the Treasurer,
when L.eader of the Opposition, said in May
1982 that if the Labor Party was elected to
Government, high-rise buildings at
Scarborough would not get off the drawing
board. Approximately two years later-in May
1984-he was boasting about the project
known as Observation City and its three very
large buildings. The Treasurer comes and goes.
Only a couple of weeks after the decision was
made to approve Observation City the
Treasurer seconded a motion at the State
Executive of the ALP that the party would not
support buildings on the Scarborough
beachfront which were more than three storeys.

The Minister for Planning has found himself
in a complicated situation which is of his own
making. I look forward to seeing what he does
to stop two of the buildings at Observation City
from going ahead. The MRPA has approved
three large buildings and he will be a laughing
stock if he continues to go against that and the
Spindrifter development. If he does stop the
development it will be interesting to see what
action will be taken by the developers against
him, as Minister for Planning, and the Govern-
ment.

The rumour at the beach is that the Bond
Corporation is having second thoughts about
building the I I and I 3-storey buildings. I
would be surprised if it would be happy not to
be allowed to build the three buildings, because
that would reduce the value of the land it owns.

The Government is playing a very important
pant in enhancing the beauty of Perth with the
proposed East Perth redevelopment project.
The central Perth foreshore study is in the
hands of the City of Perth in conjunction with
the MRPA and the Town Planning Depart-
ment.

Mr Pearce: The consultant is, in fact, the
Urban Lands Council.

Mr CLARKO: I commend the Government
and the City of Perth for what it is doing to
upgrade the area.

The Swan River Management Authority has
done a marvellous job over the last decade of
cleaning up the edges of the Swan River. I be-
lieve it is appropriate that we improve the
edges of the river, but there is sufficient scope
for a lovely restaurant on the river surrounds.
Other facilities could also be introduced. We
should not stop at erecting the nice walls
around the Swan River with lawn growing to
the water's edge. That is not the way to do it.
We are making less use of the lovely features of
the Swan River than was done in years gone by.

I do not want to discuss the Forrest Place
issue because I will have the opportunity to do
so when the Bill pertaining to it is before the
House. It is~a very important part of the devel-
opment of thisdcity.

We need to create an attractive Perth city
and suburbs and to construct a road system
which is functional and will enable easy
access to the city. Ordinary basic facilities
should be provided as well as cultural facilities.
We should lead the world because there is no
reason why Perth cannot have a cultural centre
with other facilities which people throughout
the world will admire. We need to highlight this
aspect and come up with something of which
Western Australians would be very proud.

In Perth we need the equivalent of the Eiffel
Tower. We need a symbol of Perth in the vicin-
ity of either the Causeway or below Kings Park
which will capture the imagination of the
world.

Mr Pearce: It is a bit close to our airport.
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Mr CLARKO: I was not thinking of an Eiffel
Tower exactly, but I was using that as a symbol
of the type of attraction we should provide. I
am impressed by the water fountain system in
Canberra on Lake Burley Griffin.

Mr Pearce: I do not care for it.

Mr CLARKO: I am not married to any one
of those ideas. However, Perhaps we should
have a national or world-wide contest to attract
people with the necessary expertise to design an
appropriate symbol for Perth, thinking for
example of the Sydney Opera House and the
remarkable work on that building by Jon
Utzon. It would be appropriate to start that
contest during the time of the America's Cup
because the eyes of the world will be focused on
Perth at that time. We could launch a
world-wide contest and ask people to submit
Proposals for a symbol which would become
the third jewel in the crown of Perth. That
would help us to set our place in the world. At
the moment Perth is known by many people as
the city of lights. I remember when travelling in
Switzerland some years ago an American
standing next to me who, on learning that I was
from Perth in Western Australia, shouted to
someone at the back of the cable car, "Do you
know this chap is from the city of lights?" In
the event that we find our equivalent of the
Eiffel Tower 1 hope that one day an American
will identify me as coming from thle city known
by the symbol decided upon.

I say this quite seriously; it is necessary to
make Perth more beautiful than it is and to
make it functional as well as beautiful. I do not
exclude country areas and at an appropriate
time we can consider the countryside. How-
ever, I want to go past the Keep Australia
Beautiful concept. We need to step up our ef-
forts. We want our city to be an attraction to
people all over the world not just for tourism
purposes but also for our own benefit.

Division 65 put and passed.

Division 69: Building Management Authority,
$67 140 000-put and passed.

Division 70: Lands and Surveys,
$21 551 000-

Mr BLAIKIE: The Department of Lands and
Surveys is responsible for the administration of
pastoral land in Western Australia. This matter
has given the Opposition concern for some
time, particularly with regard to the develop-
ments that have taken place following the ac-
quisition by the Exim Corporation of pastoral
leases in the north of the State.

The Government saw lit some time ago to
purchase the Emanuel properties, which
consisted of four stations in the Kimberley.
The purchase was made by the Exim Corpor-
ation through its subsidiary, WA Government
Holdings. The reason given for the purchase
was the restructuring of those leases, together
with other leases held by ALCCO. The Govern-
menit's proposal has a number of shortcomings
and its intentions have been thwarted to some
degree. The first problem has been the Govern-
ment's acquisition of the ALCCO leases which
is subject to a court dispute at present. I do not
intend to go over that ground or impinge on
any court proceedings that might be in hand.

What I do want to relate is the disquiet cur-
rently being felt in the Kimberley region about
the Government's action; the real disquiet be-
ing experienced as a result of the Government's
failure to disclose the expenditure in relation to
those properties.

In spite of all the questioning we have put
forward in this Chamber, the Premier from
time to time has said chat any expenditure
made by Exim is confidential to that company
because the company is a commercial oper-
ation. At the same time, this company has
received $6 million of taxpayers' money, and it
will be expending funther amounts of money
totalling $20 million to restructure the leases.
We have consistently maintained that with the
expenditure of taxpayers' money the Govern-
ment has an obligation to come clean and ex-
plain on just what those taxpayers' dollars will
be spent.

The matters which have been related back to
me imply that the Kimberley leases will be split
into some 14 or 16 properties. With that in
mind, the announcement made by the Premier
in Derby in April that the Government expects
to spend some $20 million in total means that
more than $1 million will be spent on each
property. People in the pastoral industry have
said time and time again that no pastoralists
.Will be in a position to take over the
restructured properties when there is a debt of
$1 million or more to be serviced. it will not be
financially possible to do so, and they will not
be financially viable.

Despite this, the Government still persists
with its plan which, on the surface, appears to
have some merit. However, Once one scratches
the tinsel and looks underneath, one sees that
the plan is foolhardy.
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The second concern of people in the north is
that if pastoralists are not in a position to ser-
vice that $1 million debt on each of the
restructured properties, then who will be able
to buy them? The answer comes back time and
time again that the Aboriginal Development
Corporation is the only body which will have
the money to buy part of or most of the
restructured properties. It is of great concern
already that Mr Stephen Hawke, on behalf of
the Maina Worra Worra people, has submitted
claims for 45 per cent of the Emanuel leases,
including part of the land the Government
hopes to acquire from the ALCCO leases.

Once again the Government must come
clean and explain the Government's future in-
tention. To date, all the questions we have
raised and all the probing we have done on this
matter have been to no avail. On every oc-
casion the Premier hides behind this shroud,
saying the actions of Exim are confidential be-
cause Exim is a commercial company; what is
going on cannot be divulged. It is simply not
good enough for the Government to take that
devious approach to cover up what is going on.

In addition to the questions which were
asked and the practices which were followed in
the purchase of the Exim properties, a further
matter gave the Opposition great concern; that
is, the way in which the Exim sales themselves
were handled. To say that the actual purchase
by Exim was irregular would be the understate-
ment of the year.

The fact was that Mr Tim Emanuel sold his
properties. In addition to the sale of the proper-
ties, it was agreed that Exim was to pay to
Elders Pastoral Company a fee of $90 000 for a
reported option held by Elders. In addition to
that option, a further $4 000 was to be paid out
to Mr Michael Kodgson. So some $94 000 in ex
gralia payments was made by the Exim
company.

In addition to whatever moneys Mr Emanuel
received-I have no argument with Mr
Emanuel; the Opposition has never had any
argument with him-the Exim company was
obliged to pay an additional $94 000. The
reason it paid the $94 000 was that it was
claimed that Mr Hodgson was to hold an
option with Emanuel, and Elders was the
company which was transacting the sale, and
that would compensate Elders and Hodgson for
the loss of the sale and any inconvenience
which occurred.

Irregular as that may have been, we asked the
Premier time and time again if he would seek
from Exim the reasons surrounding that
$94 000 and what I would call an ex gratia
payment. Time and time again the Premier
came back with his usual smart alec answers
and replied that he did not know if he would
see Exim today, tomorrow, or the next day, and
the Opposition had to wait; he said no doubt
Exim would give the Parliament a reply when
Exim was good and ready to give the Parlia-
ment a reply.

An Opposition member: Where is the
Premier today?

Mr BLAIKIE: The Premier is obviously at
home tucked up in bed. Even though he was
admonished by the Speaker earlier today, he is
at home tucked up in bed.

Returning to the request made of the
Premier seeking information on Exim's role in
the land sale, but more importantly the ex
gralia paymeAt Exim made to Elders and Mr
Michael Hodgson, it went on week after week
ad nauseam. I was asking the questions of the
Government seeking the information, and the
Premier, as he is often wont to do, kept fobbing
us off. But an answer was required, because $6
million of taxpayer's money was involved, and
a considerable amount more to which I shall
allude in due course.

Finally, on 30 October, the Premier came
across to me one night and passed a letter to me
in this Chamber. That letter was from Exim,
written by Mr Brian Easton. It said that the
information sought would not be available to
me because Exim was a private commercial
operation and the dealings of Exim were confi-
dential. Mr Brian Easton, who wrote the letter,
said he assumed that Mr Blaikie would not
want the confidential nature of the dealings
divulged to the public.

Quite frankly, I do want the confidential
nature of the dealings divulged to the public; I
do want to know the circumstances sur-
rounding the payment of the $94 000; 1 do
want to know whether stamp duty was paid and
the circumstances under which it was paid, be-
cause I now wonder whether there was a legal
document to cause that stamp duty to be paid;
I do want to know how Mr Hodgson got his
$4 000; I do want to know how Elders got its
$4 000. 1 am not interested in the final price
Mr Emanuel received for his leases.

The factors surrounding how the ex gralia
payments were made does concern me.
Although these ex gralia payments were hotly
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denied by the Premier, when he accused the
member for Gascoyne of all sorts of dreadful
things when the member raised the matter in
the Chamber in the first instance, that was not
the case when the following night the Premier
answered a posed question from one of his own
members, the member for Kimberley. The
Premier then came clean and gave us chapter
and verse: Yes, a payment had been made;, yes,
Elders was the company involved; yes, Mr
Hodgson was the person who had originally
asked for $14 500 and was finally paid $4 000,
It was plain for all to see how the Government
worked and how it continues to work. If Oppo-
sition members ask questions in relation to
Exim, the Premier runs for cover saying it is a
commercial operation and it is not for mem-
bers of Parliament to know the information;
however, when Government members ask
questions the Premier pulls out all the infor-
mation.

This is simply not good enough. The end
result of this is that we see the Parliament being
run simply for the benefit of the Government.
The Government does not answer questions
asked by the Opposition. The Government will
mue the day it adopted this course. It. will rue
the day it refused to answer questions from the
Opposition on this very important matter. This
matter will not go away just because the
Governiment continues to cover up on ques-
lions related to the Emanuel leases.

Tonight I asked the Minister for Lands and
Surveys a question based on a report in the
business and industry review section of The
West Australian which indicated that the
Government had purchased six properties in
the Kimberley area. We all know the Govern-
ment has purchased four Emanuel leases;
namely Gogo, Christmas Creek, Meda, and
Cherrabun. I believe the newspaper report is
wrong, yet in the light of the circumstances
surrounding the Government's activities in the
Kimberley, I now cannot be overly sure that
that is so. I accept the Minister's answer in
good faith, but I am aware that the Premier has
in the past made deals on his own without
advising his Ministers, so another two leases
may have been acquired by Exim.

The people in the north of the State, es-
pecially those involved in the pastoral industry,
are concerned that Mr Stephen Hawke has
sought 45 per cent of land in the area on behalf
of Aboriginal groups. I very strongly emphasise
my concern about this. This may well be yet
another example of the old trade union trick
the unions employ with ambit claims, where

they ask for 50 concessions but would be happy
to accept just half. It may be that Mr Stephen
Hawke will be happy to receive just 3 0 per cent
of the land and not necessarily the 45 per cent
he has asked for. It is too much of a coinci-
dence that of all the people in WA in the north
of the State, of all the people who are respected
and acknowledged Aboriginal leaders, it is Mr
Stephen Hawke who has been given the job
which involves this exceptional power and in-
fluence in relation to the final carving up of
these Emanuel properties by the Exirn Corpor-
ation. Only Stephen Hawke, the son of the
Prime Minister, was chosen and I have no
doubt he will use his position of influence to
obtain all he wants. His influence can be used
and abused in a very strong political sense.

The whole question of Exirn's handling of
these Kimberley properties is being shown to
be devious in the extreme. The Government
has thrown a cloak of secrecy over what is
happening, and that cloak should be removed.

I have another concern which relates to the
operation of the pastoral industry, and again
the Emanuel leases are the key to it all. We are
all aware of the announced closure of the
Wyndhamn meatworks. The reason given was
that there had been yet another downturn in
the cattle turnoff from the Kimberley area. An
additional reason would have been the cost of
killing and the maintaining of a viable oper-
ation. If we see a further downturn in the
amount of cattle supplied to the Broome
meatworks, that meatworks will also be at risk.

We can very accurately say that the future of
the Kimberley pastoral industry is very closely
lied to the way in which the Government
handles the Emanuel leases, because the
Government's policy will ultimately affect the
Kimberley pastoral industry and the viability
of a number of towns and the future of people
dependent on that industry.

It is simply not good enough for the Govern-
ment to brush its direction to Exim under the
carpet. it is not good enough for the Govern-
ment to say to this Parliament and the people
of Western Australia, "You have no right to
know what is going on because Exim is a comn-
mercial operation, and therefore it is a private
company." It is not good enough for the
Government to adopt that cavalier attitude.
The Government has a responsibility to come
clean for once and lift the veil of secrecy. It
must be honest about its final intentions in
relation to the Emanuel leases and
subsequently the future of the Kimberley pas-
toral region.
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My understanding is there was a further
meeting of the Exim Corporation yesterday
over the Emanuel leases. I am not aware of the
end result of the meeting, but the member for
Kimberley has not been in the Chamber and I
assume he has been attending the meeting. it is
the third meeting the committee has held. It is
significant that the first meeting of the corpor-
ation went off virtually uneventfully, and the
second meeting was quite heated. Concern was
expressed about the fact that Exim was going to
go ahead and do its own thing. That has been
reported in the minutes, and they have been
made available to me and no doubt to the Min-
ister because the member for Kimberley was
also present at the second meeting and
expressed his concern at the role and direction
Exim was taking in relation to the future of the
properties.

Concern has already been expressed by the
Government's own member, yet we still find
there is a veil of secrecy which is of the
Government's own making. The Minister for
Lands and Surveys who has responsibility for
administering the Land Act has an obligation
to the Parliament to tell us what is going on.
The Treasurer has not owned up or admitted
anything, so I prevail upon the Minister to
come clean and give an explanation of what the
Government's policy will be. Will the Govern-
ment meet the demands of Stephen H-awke; is
the Government going to direct Exim, or has it
given Exim a free rein? Does the Minister have
any control over Exim or will that organisation
only yield to the influence of the Treasurer?

That is the scenario we have on the future of
the Kimberley. It will depend on how the
Government handles itself and how it manages
those properties in future. I have no doubt
about the Minister's sincerity, but there is an
obligation and a responsibility to the towns and
communities which have depended on the pas-
toral industry for so long. In recent weeks we
have seen the first fragmentation with the an-
nouncement that the Wyndham meatworks will
be closed. I will be very anxious to hear the
Minister's response. I hope that for the first
time the Parliament will be advised as to the
circumstances surrounding the purchase of the
leases and the future direction in which the
Government will take the pastoral industry.

Mr TUBBY: I am critical of the Government
in regard to its control and supervision of re-
serves. I refer to a reserve at Ajana in the
Northampton Shire on which illegal squatters
have been camping for the past 14 months.
This reserve is stocked with sheep, goats, cattle

and horses. It has been a considerable source of
annoyance because it is in the middle of a
farming area and the surrounding land-holders
are continually plagued with problems because
of the stock on the reserve. It is only a bush
reserve and the feed will soon be eaten out.

Mr Mclver: Is it a grazing reserve?
Mr TUBBY: No, it is a water reserve; it has

an old barrel well.
Mr Mclver: Whom is it vested with?
Mr TUBBY: It was vested as a water reserve.
Mr Mcover: It is probably the responsibility

of the Minister for Water Resources; it is not
mine.

Mr TUBBY: It is land, and we are speaking
in relation to Lands and Surveys.

The Government is condoning what is going
on with these illegal campers. It is a source of
annoyance for the surrounding land-holders.
Because the squatters are Aborigines they seem
to be able to do as they like. I beg the Govern-
ment to do something about this situation be-
cause it will lead to a very serious con fron-
tation before long. The land-holders are fed up
with the problem of straying stock and dogs
killing sheep. One land-bolder has lost a con-
siderable number of sheep since these people
occupied this land.

M r Tonk in: I will make some inquiries.
Mr TUBBY- I beg the Government to save

the situation. A considerable amount of grog is
taken onto the reserve and there are quite a
number of people there, not only those who are
squatting and attending to the stock, but also
those who are visiting. It is about 40 miles from
the police at Kalbarri, and a similar distance
from Northampton, and a rather nasty situ-
ation could eventuate before it could be
brought under control. I would like to see who-
ever accepts responsibility for this matter try to
do something about it because that Minister
will be doing the right thing in the long-term.

Mr McIV ER: In view of the hour I will make
my remarks very brice Most of what the mem-
ber for Vasse has said in relation to the
Emanuel leases was said in his motion when it
came before the Chamber. Firstly, in relation
to the Government's intentions with the
Emanuel leases, I point out that this matter is
only i n the embryonic stage.

There is a long way to go before the final
determination is made of what we will do with
the Emanuel leases. There is no veil of secrecy.
I have not had one piece of correspondence in
relation to any objection to what the Govern-
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merit intends to do with these leases. Nothing
has changed-the same staff and managers are
still there as before Exim took over the
Emanuel leases. The operations of the stations
are still going on and the Broome meatworks
are still being fed with Emanuel cattle. In fact
this year there was an increase in throughput of
26 per cent. If it comes to pass, and 1 trust it
will not, that the Broome meatworks close
down, the cattle will have to come south as they
do now from some pastoral properties. I will be
the first to admit that if the meatworks close
down it will have a big effect on Broome and
no doubt the pending closure of the Wyndham
Meatworks would have a similar effect on that
town. I stress however that that is not Exim's
fault.

It will be some time before we know what the
results will be in relation to the Emanuel leases.
Great play has been made of Stephen Hawke.
He is on the committee at the invitation of
Exim. It is after all only a steering committee
which can only make recommendations. In the
final analysis it has to come down to what the
Pastoral Board approves; it must then come to
me to be ratified.

If an Aboriginal group can prove it is worthy
to manage a cattle station, every consideration
will be given to it. The Treasurer has
emphasised that that applies to everyone,
whether they be Chinese, Japanese or Eskimo.

Mr Blaikie interjected.

Mr McJVER: At this stage, with my knowl-
edge of the pastoral area, I cannot see that the
Aboriginal groups will be allocated any of the
Emanuel leases. I do not think they have the
expertise, and the finance to run those stations.
However, it may come to pass that they apply
and there is nothing wrong with that; anyone
can apply in accordance with the Act. How-
ever, they have to prove that they can deliver
the goods.

I feel that the member's remarks were long
on rhetoric but short on facts.

Mr Tubby: The Government has done pre-
cisely nothing in relation to the Barrel Well
Reserve and the illegal squatters there.

Mr McI VER: Hundreds of people in Western
Australia are illegal squatters. The Liberal
Party did nothing about it when it was in
Government. Illegal squatters range from
Kununurra to Esperance and our Government
set up a committee and examined ways of
handling that situation. The member for Vasse
must realise that one cannot handle a situation

like that in a piecemeal fashion. It has to be
handled in one area and it has to apply to
everyone.

Mr Blaikie: They have only been there for
the last two years.

Mr McIVER: The member for Vasse has
made his speech. There is some illegal squat-
ting going on throughout the State and that
situation has not been swept under the carpet.
it is being examined and a committee has just
completed its final investigation and its
recommendations are coming forward; but of
course it takes time and a lot of money. The
local authority cannot at this time do anything
because it does not have the finance. It is a very
complex situation and we are doing something
about it, unlike our predecessors who turned a
blind eye.

As I said in relation to the Emanuel leases, I
am not going to elaborate on this because it has
all been covered when this matter came before
the Chair. In relation to the member for
Greenough and the Northampton Shire, the
Kalbarri Road is in a national park.

Mr Tubby: No it is not.

Mr McI VER: I must admit I am not convers-
ant with this matter. I think it comes under
the jurisdiction of my colleague, the Minister
for Water Resources and it has been indicated
by the Minister that we will certainly have a
look at the situation and see what can be done.
I fully agree that farmers are entitled to have
something done and that too will be examined.

Mr Tubby: This matter has been brought to
the Government's attention for over 12 months
by myself and others and nothing has been
done about it.

Mr Mc? VER: To the best of my knowledge, I
cannot recall ever receiving one piece of corre-
spondence in relation to the matter the mem-
ber for Greenough has raised; but I will check
this out tomorrow.

Mr Tubby: I believe that a letter is on its way
from the Minister for Water Resources to the
Shire of Nonthampton to say that the reserve is
no longer required.

Mr McI VER: I think that can be examined.

Item 7: Purchase of Plant, Equipment, etc.-

Item 10: Land Services-

Mr BLAIKIE: Why is there to be a doubling
of expenditure under item 7? Conversely, ex-
penditure for item 10 has been reduced from
approximately $750 COO last year to only
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$276 000 this year. Could the Minister indicate
the reasons for the increase on the one hand,
and the decrease on the other of $500 000?

Mr McIVER: Item 7 comprises $92 000 in
arrears, of which $29 000 was a carryover on
data processing from last year and $71 000
which is for growth in data processing this year.
Item 10 comprises $465 000 decrease due to
Treasurer's advances not being cleared in
1985-86.

Division 70 put and passed.
Division 71: Office of Titles, $6 828 000-put

and passed.
Division 72: Bush Fires Board, $i1568 000-
Mr BLAIKIE: Last year the Legislative As-

sembly appointed a Select Committee to in-
quire into the fires at Kalamunda. That Select
Committee made recommendations after
carrying out investigations into the operation
of the Bush Fires Board generally. What action
has been taken by the Government in relation
to the recommendations of that Select Com-
mittee? Will the Government indicate what
recommendations it does not intend to proceed
with?

There was also a statutory inquiry into land
management set up. That inquiry
recommended, in one of its reports, that the
Bush Fires Board be amalgamated into the new
Department of Conservation and Land Man-
agement. Concern was expressed at the time
about the Department of Lands and Surveys
losing control and administration of the Bush
Fires Board. I am pleased to see that it is still
under the control of the Minister for Lands and
Surveys, although there are still rumours
abroad that the Department of Conservation
and Land Management has its sights set on
taking over the Bush Fires Board.

Mr Mel VER: Of the 18 recommendations of
the Select Committee I I have already been
adopted, I think; I may be corrected. I do not
have the facts with me. Several of the
recommendations have been implemented.
The board has thoroughly examined all of the
recommendations of the Select Committee.
The difficulty, once again, is the implemen-
tation of those recommendations. However, I
assure the member that the board has taken a
very serious view of the recommendations. I
understand it is considering other
recommendations to see whether they can be
implemented.

The member referred to the Bush Fires
Board being taken out of my control, as was
proposed by the land management committee.

At this stage no decision has been made by the
Government. The matter has not gone before
Cabinet. However, I assure the member that no
decision has been made on that matter. Strong
opposition has come from local government
and of course the bush fire brigades directly
connected with firefighting have made strong
representations that the status quo be
maintained.

Division 72 put and passed.

Division 73: Kings Park Board, $2 056 000-

Mr BLAIKIE: There was a definite move for
the Kings Park Board to be abolished. I am
pleased that it is still a separate entity under the
Minister's control. Does the Government in-
tend to ensure that the board remains a separ-
ate entity?

Mr McIVER: I have no knowledge that the
Kings Park Board will be removed from the
control of the Minister for Lands and Surveys.
I know that the Kings Park Board is keen to
retain its autonomy and remain under the jur-
isdiction of the Minister for Lands and Sur-
veys.

Division 73 put and passed.

Division 74: Zoological Gardens Board,
$i 500 000-

Mr BLAIKIE: I notice, under item 1, that the
community employment programme vote
totals $234 000. Can the Minister give an indi-
cation of what the Government expects from
the vote because, with the State contribution of
$234 000, there will be a hefty contribution
from the Commonwealth. Obviously a fairly
large number of people will be employed in
that area.

Mr McIVER: The Zoological Gardens Board
has made some dramatic alterations to the
gardens in the last 12 months. Our city now has
a very modemn zoo admired by people from all
over the world. We have seen the development
of the great cat enclosure, other modem cages,
and a modemn hospital; and a koala park is
envisaged.

The Upgrading of the zoo has meant an in-
crease in staff. Following the retirement of
Tom Spence, a new director was appointed to
the zoo. He is a dedicated young man who has
come from Taronga Park in Sydney and he is
expert in this field.

The plans envisaged for the zoo will certainly
make it one of the best in Australia. The expen-
diture which has been set aside for improve-
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ments to the zoo will be well spent, and by the
end of the year the public will see where the
money has gone.

I do not have a break-down of the amount of
the estimate, but I will arrange to obtain the
information and forward it to the member for
Vasse if he desires. I am sure that the money
will be well spent.

Mr Blaikie: I endorse the Minister's com-
ments. Perhaps he could arrange a visit by
members to the zoo to see at first-hand what
work has been carried out. There is no doubt
that what has taken place in the past 12 to I8
months has been a revelation.

Mr Mel VER: Yes, I will arrange for a visit of
this kind.

Division 74 put and passed.
Division 86: Government Employees' Housing

Authority, $10 695 000-
Mr MENSAROS: Despite the late hour

which has been deliberately designed in order
to lessen parliamentary scrutiny and publicity
of the Government's actions, the alarming rise
in housing loan interest rates and the dire
consequences of it must be raised. The recent
events of the disastrous economic policy of
both the Commonwealth and State Govern-
ments have shown that Governments cannot
live on self-praise as this Government, and par-
ticularly the Treasurer, has done for a long
time.

We have heard nothing from the Treasurer
except to hear him say that he and his Govern-
ment are good economic business managers.
He has said that we should all be proud of the
Commonwealth Government's achievements.
What is the result so far? it is unprecedented-

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Taylor):
Order! The Division under consideration is the
Government Employees' Housing Authority,
and I cannot see how that can be stretched to
include the Commonwealth's economic policy
as it relates to interest rates or to any other
matters. it is the Government Employees',
Housing Authority we are debating and I would
like the member to address his remarks to that
subject.

Mr MENSAROS: I respect your ruling, Mr
Deputy Chairman, but it is another sign that
we cannot scrutinise the Government-

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order! it is not
another sign that the member cannot scrutinise
the Government. I do not represent the
Government or anyone else while I am in this
Chair. I make sure that members adhere to the

Standing Orders. If the member for Floreat has
to speak in this debate, he will restrict his
remarks to the Government Employees' Hous-
ing Authority and not to the Commonwealth
Government's economic policy as it relates to
interest rates.

Mr OLD: I refer to the Government Em-
ployees' Housing Authority's homes in
Katanning which are available to teaching staff.
Some time ago I wrote to the Education De-
partment and received a reply from Dr Vickery
which set out the number of houses which are
available. While there are a number of houses
in Katanning, there are also a tremendous
number of teachers. I ask the Minister to have a
survey undertaken in Katanning on the suit-
ability of the houses that are Provided for
teaching staff, with a view to upgrading somec
of them.

I remind the Minister that I wrote to him
about a CElIA house which was due to be
constructed at take Grace for the principal of
the local school. I requested that consideration
be given to extending it from a three to a
four-bedroom house, The present principal has
a family of both sexes and he would welcome a
four-bedroom house. Even if he did not have
the number of family members to warrant a
four-bedroom house, it is short-sighted of the
department not to build that size home. The
education system in that town must be
upgraded in the future, and it may be necessary
to have a larger house.

Mr WILSON: I will certainly make sure that
a report about the number of suitable houses
for teachers in Katanning is prepared.

With respect to the particular requirements
for housing by staff of different departments it
is left to those departments to make their re-
quirements known to the authority, In this
case, the onus is on the Education Department
to make its requirements known.

With reference to the house being
constructed in Lake Grace, I advise the mem-
ber that I recall his representations and the
questions he asked in Parliameni. It really is a
question about the authority's policy. I recall
that to have built a four-bedroom house would
have added $1t2 000 to the cost of it. There is
no way we can predict that at a future date
there will be a need for a principal to have a
four-bedroom house. In terms of demand for
housing for Government employees, the auth-
ority is required to make decisions according to
the requirements of the staff for which the ac-
commodation is being constructed. It is easy
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from the member's point of view and the,
principal's point of view to see that it would be
wiser to construct a four-bedroom house. The
authority cannot see that it can be justified.

Mr HASSELL Has the Government
received any advice or made any assessment of
the cost of the application of the fringe benefits
tax to Government employees' housing across
the board? It is a big asset to the State and a lot
of housing is provided. Presumably the
Government will need to take into account
somewhere in the Budget the taxation costs
under the new provisions.

Some estimate was made of it, and it became
the subject of some heated exchange in the
Chamber, but the fact remains that this new tax
is to come into being and is to apply this
financial year. Therefore, it is to be presumed
that it must affect the Government and its liab-
ility. Has any provision been made in the
Budget? What estimnates or what advice has
been received?

Mr WILSON: There has been no provision
in the Budget. My understanding is that clarity
has still not been reached with regard to the
imposition of that tax, in particular, on the
Government employees' housing sector.

Mr H-assell: It is going to apply from 19
September, isn't it?

Mr WILSON: I presume so. I have not yet
received any further advice from Treasury Or
the Treasurer, further to the information pre-
viously conveyed to this Chamber.

Mr Parker: They are in the process of
reassessing. They have realised that especially
in remote areas they have made some math-
ematical errors and are now in the process of
reviewing the guidelines.

Division 86 put and passed.
Division 87-Rural Housing Authority,

$226 000-put and passed.
Division 88: Community Services,

$67 447000-
Mr HASSELL: We are aware from public

discussion and debate that there was a major
shakeup in the Department for Community
Services. We became aware, again through the
normal public processes, that the former direc-
tor, Mr Mayne, was moved on and new admin-
istrative arrangements were made in the de-
partment. An extensive report was completed
but there has remained considerable uncer-
tainty and a lack of settling down in that de-
partment despite the action that has been
taken. My contact with officers of the depart-

ment and with people who have dealings with
the department on a fairly regular basis in di-
cates that there are still uncertainties as to the
future in that department and considerable
uncertainties as to the permanency of
positions, structures, and administrative ar-
rangements. It is my understanding that there
is quite a big management group at the top.
That, of itself, can create difficulties if it is too
large, I do not know whether that is the cause.

It is also a fact that the budget of this depart-
ment has grown quite steeply in recent years. It
has increased from $55 million last year to $67
million this year. Only a couple of years ago it
was about $40 million. Thus we have seen a
large growth in expenditure. We have seen
complete disruption with the substantial
changes that have taken place and there is con-
tinuing uncertainty and instability. I put those
points to the Minister in seeking from him ad-
vice as to what he sees as the direction and
development of the management of the depart-
ment. I ask whether he has any long-term plans
for its restructuring or whether the possibility
of separating certain of the services of the de-
partment in a distinct way is being considered.
Are other structural changes to the
administration being considered? I hope he will
give some explanation of the fairly hefty
growth in the Budget, not only for this year as
compared with last year, but the overall growth
in recent years.

It is a very important department and has an
enormous role, which is one of its great diffi-
culties. The breadth of its role and the scope of
its responsibilities place this department under
a lot of strain. I recognised that when I was
Minister. Departmental officers can be called
upon to take just about any responsibility. I ask
the Minister to give us some advice on that
point in a general policy sense and in terms of
what is currently happening and in terms of
finance.

The Children's Court has been the subject of
considerable concern for a number of years.
Because of that concern we instituted a study of
the Children's Court, which was undertaken by
Professor Edwards. It was a very comprehen-
sive report but, briefly, he basically
recommended a return to a judicial system
which is not that which applies now. His
recommendation was in line with a report of
the Commonwealth Law Reform Commission
on children's courts in the ACT. It was firm in
its recommendations of a judicial system of
children's courts. The reason was that dis-
cretionary welfare courts are not necessarily
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satisfactory in dealing with offenders. They are
also seen to put at risk the rights of alleged
offenders and the protection of those rights.
Thus there is a two-sided coin in relation to
that whole system.

There has been nothing from the Govern-
ment about any plans to change the Children's
Court. It is now some years since Professor
Edwards reported. The Government was not so
tardy in bringing forward Professor Edward's
recommendations in relation to Parliament.* I
wonder what plans the Government has in re-
lation to the Children's Court.

I ask the Minister to advise the Committee of
his views on the development of the com-
munity-based treatment system for juvenile
offenders. The department has closed down the
H-illston facility and has also closed down the
facility that existed south of the river. I realise
that the facility south of the river was not ex-
clusively involved with offenders, although
some offenders went there. Those closures were
brought about as a result of the pursuit of poli-
cies designed to get juvenile offenders out of
institutions and to provide them with com-
munity-based servicing. There has been con-
siderable dissatisfaction with the way in which
juvenile offenders have been treated, with a
perception in a number of areas that juvenile
offenders have been allowed hack into the com-
munity too quickly. I have pointed out before
that on occasions, especially in small country
towns,juvenile offenders have been returned to
the community virtually overnight, only to
come face to face with their victims.

it is a pretty bad situation when these of-
fences are serious. I ask the Minister about the
policy being Pursued and whether he is satis-
fied as Minister that those policies are work-
i ng? Does the problem of people seeing juven-
iles who have committed serious offences out
and about too quickly seem to crop up quite
frequently? Is he satisfied that the institutional
facilities of the department are being
maintained at a level that is satisfactory to cope
with the requirements of dealing effectively
with juvenile offenders? These three areas basi-
cally relate to policy, and that is essentially the
object of the general debate. Therefore, they
are legitimate questions put to the Minister in
terms of his department, and its direction and
future-

Mr WILSON: I will deal with the points
raised by the Leader of the Opposition in se-
quence. First of all, I do not know from where
he gets his information about continuing uncer-
tainty and instability in the department. That

is quite inaccurate. In fact, as a result of the
recommendations of the community services
review, a major restructuring of the department
was undertaken. It was largely based on the
recommendations of that review for the
wide-scale decentralisation of the department
into six regions. It took a considerable time
because it was necessary to go through a pro-
cess of advertising and interviewing under the
auspices of the Public Service Board to put that
new structure in place. It is largely in place now
and is working well. I can understand that
some disgruntled people may be prepared to go
to the Leader of the Opposition to say some-
thing to the contrary. My information, which is
based not only on reports I receive from the
Director General but also on quite frequent
visits I make to divisional offices and talks I
have with divisional staff, is that the new struc-
ture has settled down well. Part of the im-
plementation of the new structure, as a result of
the review, was to address the perceived prob-
lem of severe understaffing in the metropolitan
area.

The decentralisation of the department, with
the additional resourcing of staff in the metro-
politan area with the creation of new divisions
in the rapidly growing pants of the metropolitan
area, is one of the reasons for an increase in
expenditure over the last two years.

The Leader of the Opposition referred to a
large management group. Of course, that group
consists largely of a new director general, the
assistant director general, and the six regional
directors. My understanding is that that execu-
tive is also working well and that the teamn
approach developed under the new regional
structure has created a much better morale and
greater enthusiasm among the staff of this de-
partment.

With respect to the Children's Court, the
welfare and community services review
supported the recommendations of Professor
Edwards' report. The Government is commit-
ted to implementing those recommendations. I
had hoped to have taken the first steps in this
current financial year. However, further dis-
cussions must be held with my colleague, the
Attorney General, who has yet to be convinced
that the proposals should be implemented in
the way recommended in the report. Therefore,
he has sought the opportunity to delay the pro-
cess a little so that he can have the opportunity
of talking in depth with his colleagues, particu-
larly those in South Australia where a similar
system is already in process. Although the
Leader of the Opposition may understand this,
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other members may not realise that that
recommendation would mean that the
administration of the Children's Court would
pass to the Attorney General's department.
Therefore, there is a need to be assured that the
process can be handled smoothly. The Govern-
ment has a firm intention of proceeding in that
direction.

The other matter raised referred to the devel-
opment of community-based juvenile
offenders' programmes. That has arisen as a
result of Professor Edwards' report to the pre-
vious Government. Since the release of that
report, "The Treatment of Juvenile
Offenders", the department has adopted a
number Of practices based upon the report's
recommendations. For example, as the Leader
of the Opposition has already mentioned, insti-
tutional accommodation facilities for offenders
have been reduced with the closing of Hillston,
and a number of community-based alternative
programmes have been implemented, includ-
ing the outward bound and camping pro-
grammes. As a result, greater attention has
been paid to more effective utilisation of com-
munity service orders and probation services.

In addition, funds have been allocated to
country centres identified as having a high rate
of juvenile offences and programmes have been
established aimed at involving potential
offenders in more constructive recreational ac-
tivities. With respect to that, the funding of this
service is now being arranged so that a greater
degree of regional decision-making is involved
in the design and administration of those pro-
grammes in country areas.

in metropolitan divisional offices, staff have
been assigned special responsibility for working
with offenders and have been providing effec-
live probation services as well as linking appro-
priate young people to other programmes and
resources available in the community. Recently
I was able to officiate at the opening of a new
youth camp at Whiteman Park at which week-
end and after'-school programmes are being
provided for both juvenile offenders and young
people who have come into contact with the
department and other agencies through the
street work programme in Perth.

There is always a perception in these years
about the problems which exist, but the statisti-
cal trends do not follow through. For instance I
have here the number of appearances before
the children's suspended proceedings panel for
1984 where the trends were observed. Of the
children appearing before the panel, 69 per
cent were charged with offences involving

property worth $15 or less. Of those children
who received a sanction for the first time,
whether court or panel appearance, 86 per cent
do not appear in court again. There is a large
number of other statistics I could quote, but in
view of the hour I shall not do so.

In general I recognise that the only way in
which community-based juvenile offender pro-
grammes will be able to work successfully will
be with adequate supervisory staff and also
with some back-up of adequate institutional ac-
commodation.

In the past, in the first flush of enthusiasm,
there has been a tendency to think that by pro-
ceeding to this method Of treatment we will be
able to run treatment programmes more
cheaply. That is a false expectation, and if we
begin to be deluded by that prospect we will be
facing it on the wrong terms.

Mr Hassell: It will not be cheaper.
Mr WILSON: It will not. it can be effective

only if adequate supervisory professional staff
and support programmes, such as weekend, ad-
venture and after-school programmes, are in
place to provide opportunities for those pro-
grammes to be fully effective and supervised.

I do not run away from that concern. I have
that concern myself, and I am very sensitive to
the need to keep a close watch on that aspect of
the development programme.

Mr Hassell: Do you see a difficulty arising
from changing the Children's Court into a ju-
dicial process? The inevitable result will be a
finning up of sentencing. The judicial process
will lead to judicial officers imposing punish-
ments as they see them, which means that the
whole question of how to carry out those pro-
grammes will be affected.

Mr WILSON: I do see that, but I think the
Leader of the Opposition would understand the
proposal is that a new Children's Court which
comes within the justice system will still be a
discrete entity within the judicial system. It will
not merely be part and parcel of the
mun-of-the-mill judicial system. It is my under-
standing that although that court will be acting
within the judicial system in handing down
sentences, that will be done in the special con-
text of a Children's Court. It will be related to
the Programmes which are existing and work-
ing, which are community-based offenders'
programmes.

Finally, with respect to the Comments of the
Leader of the Opposition with regard to the
increase in the budget, while I am prepared to
talk about that, let me say it was the Leader of
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the Opposition who, perhaps not last year but
the year before, made a rather plaintive com-
ment about how he, as Minister for Comn-
munity Welfare, had tried so hard to obtain
increases in the budget for this department but
had always met with very little success. Perhaps
now he might look at the finances which have
been achieved under this Government by this
Minister and consider that I have had a little
moire success than he had in his Government.

In looking at the increases, there are particu-
lar initiatives which need to be taken into ac-
count. For instance this year we have added
into our budget items which previously were
included in other sections of the Budget. For
instance now the Residential and Alternative
Children's Services-those are services
provided mainly by church bodies-which
were formerly in the Treasury budget have
been transferred to this budget, and funds have
been considerably increased. Those services
were running down and were in danger of
closing. I am pleased that we have been able to
increase substantially the funding for those ser-
vices in this budget in a way which will enable
them to operate much more effectively in the
future.

There are a number of other measures, in-
cluding the youth affairs bureau and the aged
persons bureau, and also the street kids' pro-
gramme which we implemented at the begin-
ning of this year. These are all initiatives
implementing various recommendations of the
community services review which pointed to
the need for greater resources to be made avail-
able, particularly in the area of children's ser-
vices and ser-vices to youth in the community.

I do not make any apologies for those in-
creases; I am quite proud of them. They indi-
cate that our Government has been prepared to
recognise the need to augment community ser-
vices and it has done so with a degree of dis-
cretion which ensures that the resources are
being devoted to the areas of greatest need.

Item I:- Salaries, Wages and Allowances-

Mr HASSELL: I want to ask the Minister
about the position concerning emergency
funding for welfare relief, which has been
highlighted on a number of occasions recently.
The Minister was just explaining that his
budget now includes items which were not
there before and this may be one of them.

Mr Wilson: No, this has always been in this
department's budget.

Mr H-ASSELL: There used to be a special
fund which the Minister has got rid of, the
distressed persons' relief fund.

Mr Wilson: Yes, there used to be that.
Mr HASSELL: That has gone and it is now

fully covered here, is it?
Mr Wilson: That was a very small fund.
Mr HASSELL: That has gone and this area is

now responsible for the whole lot.
Mr Wilson: As far as State revenue is con-

cerned, yes.
Mr HASSELL: What has been the resolution

of the perceived public difficulties about the
emergency relief? Has there been any develop-
ment where guidelines have been laid down?
Have they been modified in any way? Is there a
continuing problem?

Mr WILSON: I will try to be brief although it
is difficult to be brief about this area. I simply
say that this is not a problem restricted to WA.
We, along with other States, have experienced
in recent years a very substantial growth in
emergency relief expenditure, and that growth
has largely resulted from the inadequate Com-
monwealth income-maintenance levels.

The financial assistance allocation to the de-
partment for t985-86 is $4.9 million. While
this represents a substantial increase in the al-
location of $3.4 million for 1984-85, it is 7.5
per cent less than the $5.3 million actually
expended in that year. Notwithstanding this,
the total Budget allocation from the State
Government for concessional support, includ-
ing the department's financial assistance allo-
cation, has been increased by I I per cent from
$71.1 million in 1984-85 to $78.8 million for
1985-86.

While all other States have responded with
drastic measures to a resolution of Common-
wealth-Slate welfare Ministers made earlier
this year to the effect that the Commonwealth
should assume full responsibility for emergency
relief as from January 1986, this State Govern-
ment is not convinced that it has no role in
emergency relief. Indeed, under the Act we do
have a role to play in this area. To this end the
level of assistance has been maintained at
almost the levels of the previous year's expen-
diture. However, in order to cover the
blow-out, which has been increasing by 100 per
cent a year over the past three years and has
reached uncontrolled proportions, some
guidelines were introduced. Some controversy
surrounded those guidelines and discussions
have been held with various voluntary groups,
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including WACOSS, about those guidelines. At
this stage it is our intention to monitor their
progress for the first three months and if we see
that there is either a significant
under-expenditure or over-expenditure, ad-
justments will be made.

State Governments just cannot go on filling
in for what is essentially a Commonwealth
Government responsibility, inasmuch as these
payments have reached a stage where they have
become secondary pension payments because
they have had 10 be paid so frequently to
people over the past three years.

[tern 8: Departmental Institutions-
Mr CASK: It has been brought to my atten-

tion tonight that the Department for Com-
munity Services operates premises on the cor-
ner of Alvan Street and Queens Crescent in Mt
Lawley in breach of the local authority's dis-
trict planning scheme.

Mr Parker: It would not be in breach of that
scheme because it would not be bound by it.

Mr CASK: Why not?
Mr Parker: The Crown is not bound by such

a scheme.
Mr CASH: If that is so, why has it made

application to the City of Stirling for the use of
the premises?

Mr Pearce: It was done as a matter of cour-
tesy.

Mr CASK: The Mt Lawley Society, which
represents a considerable number of people in
the area, is concerned at the use of these prem-
ises, which I understand are used as a crisis
centre. The society advised me tonight that
parking in the area is chaotic and detracts from
the amenity of this residential area. The society
wants to know why such an establishment
should be placed in the area against the express
wishes of the residents of the area and also in
contravention of the district planning scheme,
and I would be very surprised if the Crown is
not bound by that scheme. I invite the Minister
to comment.

Mr WILSON: I will look into the matter. The
problem has not previously been brought to my
attention. From the point of view of welfare
facilities, this crisis centre is a benign facility. it
operates as a facility for parents who wish to
receive treatment when they fear they might
abuse their children. It is meant to be a preven-
tive service available to parents requiring
short-term care to prevent them abusing their
children. I could imagine many other sorts of
welfare institutions would be far more

intrusive on a community than this. I will
check on whether it is in breach of the district
planning scheme.

I am surprised that there should be a chaotic
parking problem, because only a small number
of people are in attendance at any one time.

MrI Cash: I will draw your comments to the
attention of the Mt Lawley Society, which is
holding its annual general meeting this Sunday,
and we will see whether it agrees.

Mr WILSON: I am not worried whether it
agrees or not. This is the f irst time the problem
has been drawn to my attention. I see no reason
for the member to get on his high horse about
it. I am prepared to look into the problem to
ascertain whether the people running the centre
are aware of the apparent rancour among local
residents. I visited the premises during the year
and no mention was made of any problems.
However, as the member has raised the matter
I will have the department thoroughly investi-
gate it.

Division 88 put and passed.

Division 89: Sport and
58 018 009-put and passed.

Recreation,

Division 90: Aboriginal Affairs Planning
Authority, $2 327 000-

Mr HASSELL: I do not know whether the
Division we have before us includes any
amount for the Aboriginal Enterprise
Company. Can the Minister advise what work
that company will do, and how it will operate?
Has it been incorporated, and if so under the
authority of what Statute? I notice that Lord
MacAlpine is chairman of the board and that
Mr Dempster is one of the members of the
board. It may be that the company can institute
projects of a kind which have not succeeded
before on a commercial basis. Is it the Minis-
ter's idea that it will operate in a purely com-
mercial way, or will it in some way be a
semi-welfare operation? Will it operate by or
through or with individual incorporated associ-
ations of Aboriginal communities? It is usually
the case that there is an incorporated body
where there is an Aboriginal community.

I would like to hear how the whole initiative
will operate because it may be that it is quite a
significant development, and it may involve
some new method of approach which will
succeed where others have failed. I wanted to
get that general policy statement and ask the
Minister to cover the policy and finance and
direction.
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1 also draw attention to the items relating to
the task force on Aboriginal services and I
would like the Minister to explain why $91 000
is being provided. Not being the shadow Minis-
ter in this area, I do not keep up with all these
things, and I do not recall that being
announced. The other matter is the special
projects allocation of $500 000. 1 guess that
might include something towards this Aborigi-
nal company. Perhaps the Minister can ex-
plain.

Mr WILSON: Firstly, the $1 million capital
for the Aboriginal Enterprise Company is not
included under this division.

Mr Hassell: It is in the capital Budget, is it?

Mr WILSON: Yes, that is right. It really will
operate more under the auspices of the Depart-
ment of Premier and Cabinet than under this
authority- A number of people have been
invited 1o accept, and have accepted, member-
ship of the company which will be chaired by
Lord Alister MacAlpine. They include Mr Ken
Colbung; Mrs Ronnie Ellis. who is a member of
the staff of the Aboriginal Affairs Planning
Authority; Mrs Shirley McPherson, who has
been a chairman of the Federal Aboriginal De-
velopment Corporation and I think is from the
Carnarvon area of Western Australia; and the
other directors are Mr Dempster, the Managing
Director of Exim (Mr Brian Easton), and Mr
Kevin Edwards.

The company is meant to prbmote Aborigi-
nal involvement in the mainstream of com-
merce. It is not meant to be a welfare organis-
ation. It is meant rather to support projects Or
enterprises that can stand on their own feet as
viable commercial enterprises.

Mr Hassell: How is the company set up? Is it
a private company or is it under the WADC
legislation or the Exim Corporation?

Mr WILSON: It is planned to be set up under
WA Government Holdings as its parent, but all
these arrangements are yet to be finalised. Its
main objective is to foster enterprise which will
be commercially viable. Its other principal
objective is to act as a major creator of employ-
ment for Aboriginal people throughout the
State.

Mr Hassell: So nothing has been set up?

Mr WILSON: No. Nothing is final at this
stage. The board only had its first meeting yes-
terday to begin considering all these arrange-
mentt_

The task force on Aboriginal services was
one of the main priority recomnmendat ions of
the community and welfare set-vices review.
That review considered it had not had suf-
ficient time or resources to concentrate on the
particular areas of concern with respect to wel-
fare issues for Aboriginal people. Although no
final decision has been made as to how the task
force is to proceed, it is envisaged at this stage
it will be a low-key operation which will spend
some time looking at a number of situations
around the State. For instance it might look at
the situation in Leonora where a Common-
wealth agency like the ADC has gone ahead
and built a number of houses which many
people already are saying are not suitable for
the people who are going to live in them.

Its main aim is to address the ongoing prob-
lem in Aboriginal affairs of a lack of coordi-
nation of services, both Federal and State, and
their not being concentrated in an area to
maximise the resources available for the people
of that area. We will be looking at a number of
areas to see how we can better coordinate the
development of services for Aboriginal people
across the myriad of agencies and departments
meant to deal with them.

The $500 000 for special projects is largely to
be devoted to a number of projects in eastern
wheatbelt towns. Aboriginal labour is to be
used to renovate Aboriginal housing in those
towns under expert supervision, and we hope
in most cases, as has occurred successfully in
Narrogin, under the auspices of the local shire
council. It is meant to be both a training pro-
gramme in terms of maintenance of housing
and also to introduce people to work skills they
previously did not have. It will also benefit the
towns by improving housing, particularly the
appearance of housing for Aboriginal families
in those towns.

Division 90 put and passed.

Division 91: Aboriginal Cultural Material
Committee, $581 060-put and passed.

Division 15: Deputy Premier's Office,
$536 600-

Item 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances-

Mr COURT: The Chamber sat until 4.42
a.m. yesterday on this debate and if the
Government wishes to debate this matter at
this hour of the morning, particularly such an
important section as that dealing with the vote
for the Deputy Premier's department, so be it. I
was here yesterday morning when we went
through the items and, with a couple of hours'
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sleep we have come back here in order to do
the same thing, although the Treasurer is not
here.

Mr Tonkin: How about speaking to the item?
Mr COURT: I will be here for a long time

because I have a lot to cover; it does not worry
me if the Government wants to play the game
that way.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Burkett): I
think that if those persons who are interjecting
desist, we can get through the business of the
Chamber more quickly and more smoothly. If
they continue to make these disorderly interjec-
tions we will be here till all hours. I think it
would be appropriate-

Points of Order
Mr TONKIN: I was trying to indicate, by

way of interjection, that the member for
Nedlands is not speaking to the matter before
the Chair.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I accept the
Leader of the House's point of order, but I
indicate that I was not directing my remarks to
him because there were five or so people who
were making unruly interjections. The remarks
I made were not directed to the Leader of the
House-

Mr BLAIKIE: My understanding is that the
member for Nedlands should have unlimited
time because he is the lead speaker for the Op-
position side. I ask the Deputy Chairman to
rule on that point of order because I would hate
to see the member for Nedlands' time
curtailed.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Certainly I am
as fresh as the member for Nedlands, and we
are both a shade younger than the member for
Vasse. The member's time will not be curtailed-

Cornmittee Resumed
Mr COURT: There is one point I would like

to make in dealing with this Division and it is
in the field of defence liaison. The Deputy
Premier is the Minister for Defence Liaison
and there are a number of staff associated with
this department. It is quite fitting that we cover
the State's costs in the field of defence properly
because it is certainly an important matter.

Remembrance Day was on Monday last. it is
an important day on which we remember those
people who sacrificed their lives to protect free-
dom in this country. There are a number Of
questions in connection with the field of de-
fence, and the first of these is whether we want

this country to be properly defended. Do we
want a fair share of this country's defence
spending to be allocated to this State? Do we
want a fair share of our country's defence capa-
bilities based in Western Australia? in relation
to the first question, I would have to say that it
is doubtful. As a country we have a very small
defence capability at best, while at worst we
have a Labor Party whose supporters are deter-
mined to weaken our defence alliances. One of
our major defence alliances-ANZUS-is
virtually in tatters as a result of action by the
Federal Government and it seems that certain
sections of the Labor Party want to make our
allies unwelcome to our shores.

Recently the ALP State Executive recom-
mended to the Federal Minister for Defence
that there be fewer visits of US warships to this
State. They want fewer visits to this State and
supposedly they want to spread the visits
around to the other States. As members know,
some of those other States, particularly
Victoria and New South Wales, are not keen
for those ships to berth in their ports. A year
ago we saw the debacle of the peace protesters
coming from all around Australia to Garden
Island in order to demonstrate against the
visits of these nuclear warships to this State.
Over the years of this Administration we have
seen the funding of peace buses and the differ-
ent street theatre groups which have in the
main attacked certain elements of our defence
capabilities. The recent "Anzacs" programme
was excellent in two respects. Firstly, it
promoted the Liberal Party, and, secondly, it
enabled a younger generation to become aware
of what took place during the Great War when
men sacrificed their lives for this country.

Mr Pearce: Paul Hogan's unique contri-
but ion to world dominance in 19 15.

Mr COURT: The Minister mentions Paul
Hogan. One of the significant aspects of that
series, which unfortunately I could not watch in
its entirety because of my commitment in this
place, was that young people related to Paul
Hogan, and it helped to bring home to them the
fact that in 1915 young people did leave this
country to fight in that war. They were able,
probably for the first time, to see exactly what
took place. Of course, we know that the pur-
pose of their sacrifice was to defend this
country and to keep the freedom we enjoy in
case we were invaded by the Germans.

Mr Pearce: Or by the Turks. They were not
defending this country.
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Mr COURT: Is the Minister suggesting that
the Anzacs. did not leave this country to fight a
war in order to defend the freedom of this
country?

Mr Pearce: Were they defending this country
at Gallipoli or in France?

Mr COURT: Is the Minister saying that they
were not attacking this country's freedom?

Mr Pearce: There is no evidence that the
Turks were threatening an invasion of
Australia.

Mr Clarko: That is not the truth. The
Germans had control of New Guinea and of
course the Turks were allied to them.

Mr COURT: Many people sacrificed their
lives so we could enjoy the freedoms that we
have today. The point I was making was the
programme "Anzacs", with someone like Paul
Hogan in it, recreates the events for the young
people so they can understand what took place.

Mr Pearce: You are putting same of your
colleagues to sleep.

Mr COURT: At four o'clock in the morning,
there is a pretty good chance of that.

Mr Pearce: You could do it at four o'clock in
the afternoon.

Mr COURT: If the Minister keeps
interjecting I will take longer. Three people are
asleep in the Speaker's gallery.

The DEPUTY' CHAIRMAN (Mr Burkett):
Order! I am fairly tolerant; I do not mind mem-
hers from the Opposition interjecting out of
their seats, but it would be desirable if the
member for Nedlands was the only one to
speak. Certainly he should address his remarks
to the business before the Committee.

Mr COURT: I was concerned that, if the ship
rolled, we would lose a few at the back.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order! We will
see what happens. You are obviously a very
talented yachtsman. You would not see one of
your colleagues rollI off.

Mr COURT: The other point I wanted tomake in connection with defence relates to the
question of South Africa. We have heard much
about what has taken place in that country. We
have heard of the different campaigns and
other things that are happening there. How-
ever, I think we must realise that South Africa
is one of our neighbours and the Cape is one of
the very important trade routes in the world. I
would be very concerned if the Cape was con-
trolled by someone not friendly to Australia.
The consequences of having an unfriendly

country controlling that area should be of
tremendous concern, It would really bring
home the fact that our position in the Indian
Ocean is not as secure as we would like it to be.

Returning to the point about defence spend-
ing in this State, one of the roles of the Defence
Liaison Committee is to try to get more of the
Federal defence budget spent in this State. I
take this opportunity to repeat the Opposition's
position on projects such as the submarine
project which the Government is trying to win
for this State. The Minister for Defence Liaison
should agree that we have at all times, as an
Opposition, fully supported the Government's
efforts to try to win that particular contract for
this Stare. We appreciated the briefings we
were given this year by Peter Horrobin who
informed us of how we should try to win this
contract. About 15 members of the Opposition
attended that meeting which indicates the level
of interest the Opposition has in a project of
this kind.

I asked a question in question time today
relating to Mr Bannon's confidence in the
whole thing happening in South Australia. I
was interested to hear the Minister, in his
answer, say that possibly some of these con-
tracts will be let at some time in the future.
However, we can start seeing some action. I am
aware that already a lot of work is being done
in the weapons systems area and the like to
prepare them for when the whole project gets
going. 1 think people are working overseas and
in other parts of Australia. I hope that the Min-
ister, in his drive to win a great deal of this
work for this State, has the ability to also have
the submarines constructed here as much as
that system.

We are always keen for Australia's subm ar-
ine fleet to be based here. The move out of
Sydney Harbour would be a welcome one from
my point of view. It staggers me that when I go
to Sydney I see our submarine fleet sitting in
Neutral Bay. It does not seem to go out to sea
too often. From a defence point of view it is
not the best place in the world to base submar-
ines. The talk is of relocating them somewhere
else in New South Wales. That means that they
are going to be shifted out of Sydney Harbour
to a suitable home-porting base. Once again,
the Opposition is fully behind the Government
in its move to get that fleet to Western
Australia.

I think there is a unique opportunity for
some of the infrastructure that goes with the
construction of submarines to be set up in this
State. I am thinking specifically of the
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ship-lifting facility required. I think that is a
classic case of having a facility built, not only
for defence purposes for handling submarines
and for construction and maintenance, but also
for commercial ship-building interests which
are going so well in this State. The industry is
getting to the stage where, as it gains in confi-
dence and stature and is building bigger ships,
it needs more efficiency and up-to-date lifting
facilities. 1 think it would be tremendous to see
those facilities being used for the defence
projects, on the one hand, and for OUr commer-
cial ship-building industry on the other. We
could also begin receiving maintenance work
and repair work from overseas. That is the type
of service we would like to see set up.

The other point I make in connection with
defence spending is that we seem to have the
tendency of following what is being done by the
Department of Defence. If we want to build up
more defence manufacture and spending in this
State we have to start setting a few trends our-
selves. Instead of saying that we want submar-
ines or minesweepers manufactured in Western
Australia, we have to get in early and work
more closely with the Department of Defence. I
am sure the Minister for Defence Liaison has a
good understanding of how it works.

A classic example is that of a catamaran
minesweeper which is being built in
Queensland. A couple of people came up with
the idea and others were involved in its con-
struction. They had a chance of making sure it
was a success so they could export the product.
I recall that it took place about 10 years ago,
about the same time people were working on
the patrol boat P150. It was a pity that the
people involved with this prospect did not
work in conjunction with the Department of
Defence to create a new industry as well as an
export industry.

The Minister for Minerals and Energy
would have seen on his travels to Korea some
of the big shipbuilding yards building small
naval vessels for other countries. Instead of
building up the capacity for local requirements
we can also look at manufacturing unique
products. We cannot compete with the normal
products but we can develop unique products
which would result in people from overseas
wanting to buy them.

We have a large coastline which is not
defended and we have problems with the sur-
veillance of that coastline. This has been
highlighted by the recognition that it must be a
drug smuggler's paradise. Large stretches of the
coastline are not under surveillance and we

cannot handle that task. There is no easy way
out of it. We must have a better presence of our
Navy, Air Force and Army because we do not
want Western Australia to be left undefended.
Defence is a top priority.

Some of the facilities owned by the Depart-
ment of Defence in the metropolitan area are
continually under attack and people want to
shift them. In recent times there has been a
move to shift people out of the Swanbourne
barracks. We must keep our defence facilities
within the metropolitan area. At present there
is a cloud over Leeuwin and I believe that every
endeavour must be made to keep that facility. I
do not know what the latest plans are and I am
not concerned whether the Army, Air Force or
Navy used those facilities but they must be
kept. The facilities are strategically-located and
God help us if we ever reach the stage where we
are invaded. It would be wrong to do away with
these strategicall y-l ocated facilities in the
metropolitan area because they -ire most im-
portant.

I was pleased when the Campbell Barracks at
Swanbourne were saved. The area comes
within the Nedlands Shire Council and it has
been reassured that a few modift-ations will be
made to the rifle range and that the overall
facility will remain.

The Opposition sees defence as a top priority
and it wants a stronger defence capability in
Western Australia. Unlike the members of the
party opposite, members on this side of the
Chamber welcome, our allies to this country
and we are concerned that there is a force that
is doing everything possible to disrupt these
visits.

As far as the manufacturing of goods for de-
fence purposes is concerned the Opposition
would like to see Western Australia manufac-
turing not only products for use in this State,
but also unique products which will result in
the establishment of specialised export indus-
tries.

Mr BRYCE: The Government welcomes the
support that the Opposition has tendered on
this subject and on the Government's. endeav-
ours to achieve a much greater slice of defence
expenditure for Western Australia. I am sorry
that the member for Nedlands stopped short of
actually congratulating the Government on its
decision to establish the Office and Ministry of
Defence Liaison.

Mr Court: Didn't Ray O'Connor handle that
before?
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Mr BRYCE: It was not formalised in the
past. The office of Defence Liaison, with
people within the bureaucracy having responsi-
bility to home in on the subject, was estab-
lished under this Government.

I make the point that defence is a national
responsibility and none of us in this Chamber
would seriously suggest that a State Govern-
ment has the fundamental responsibility
financially to tell the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to move over and in a sense share its
responsibility.

The Government's decision to ask the Depu-
ty Premier to be the Minister for Defence
Liaison was made to give some specific focus
on the actual question of defence to which the
member for Nedlands has referred.

I do not intend to say a great deal at this
stage about the submarine project. It is more
appropriate that this matter be brought under
the auspices of the Department of Industrial
Development.

The resources that have been put behind it
have been stepped up very appreciatively be-
cause we are getting to a very important stage. I
do not think that many members in the
Chamber or many Western Australians realise
that it is probably the biggest single project for
the State in terms of spin-offs. It is not realised
that 800 or 900 submariners would be involved
in a long-term base for the submarines, It is
becoming apparent that the numbers in terms
of the long-term spin-offs, for example, in
housing, are quite extraordinary- In addition,
we must also take into account the construction
programme, the long-term servicing, and the
through-life maintenance requirements. For
those reasons, we think it is logical to put an
assembly facility on the west coast, because
submarines are fairly special creatures and re-
quire many through-life support services.

Mr Blaikie: This also leads on to a very im-
portant field in technology servicing and main-
tenance.

Mr BRYCE: Absolutely.
I totally concur with the member for

Nedlands on the subject of the sophisticated
services that will be required for that submar-
ine project. We will be there fighting to see that
every possible part of that project comes our
way. However, we ought to be affected by just a
touch of realism. Some ingredients of the proj-
ect will be handled by people in other pants of
Australia and the world. Our endleavour will be
to fight like crazy to achieve the highest degree
of technology transfer, because there is no

doubt that small companies will pop up to ben-
efit from contracts and some of those that are
already in existence will grow as a result of the
contract work.

The 1960s and 1970s could perhaps be de-
scribed as the halcyon days for contractors in
manufacturing and secondary industry. The
spin-off came, in particular, from resources de-
velopment. Many of our companies became
somewhat attracted to the ease with which
those contracts could be secured. There is a
very big difference between such contracts and
contracts for defence work. There is a big dif-
ference between the quality assurance and the
actual sophistication that is involved in de-
fence contracts and the contract work that was
available, fabrication style, in particular re-
source development projects. One of the things
we have been successful with has been working
with local companies to help them get through
the maze of paper work that is involved in
landing defence contracts. That is one of the
principal reasons we shifted the office from
Sydney to Canberra. We wanted to find out
exactly what sort of contracts are in the pipe-
line and to help local companies deal with what
is a very sophisticated form of contract engin-
eering and defence work. That has been one of
the objectives of that unit.

I am delighted at the way the work has come
together. Although this area does not constitute
the largest pant of my portfolio, it has been a
very satisfactory part of it and I have been
happy to see it take shape.

Item 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances-

Mr COURT: With respect to the defence
liaison section, 1 see that there is one executive
officer and four engineers. The Deputy Premier
just mentioned that perhaps the work comes
more under his responsibilities for Industrial
Development, and I see that under the Indus-
trial Development Division two people have
been put aside for the submarine project. I
would be interested to know whether the engin-
eers are currently employed. What sort of en-
gineers are they and what work are they doing?

Mr BRYCE: Ilam not sure that all four engin-
eers are currently employed. One or two of
them have been redeployed as a result of the
restructuring of the Building Management
Authority. I think two of the positions have yet
to be filled, although advertisements were
placed about six weeks ago. The two engineers
currently employed were people with engineer-
ing backgrounds within the BMA whom we
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grabbed hold of to provide some technical
knowhow for some of the defence industry
project work.

Mr Blaikie: Do such employees have to go
for a security clearance?

Mr BRYCE: Yes, they do. I am not sure of
the details, but people employed in that par-
ticular unit do have to get a security clearance.

Division 15 put and passed.
Division 16: Industrial Development,

$10687000-
Mr COURT: The Industrial Development

Division is important for this State and covers
a wide range of activities. Yesterday the Minis-
ter said that business was booming and that
there were no worries about the economy. That
was a lot of hogwash; it was a real joke because
there are many problems.

Mr Bryce: There always are.
Mr COURT: There are always problems, but

there are some very real problems that should
be of concern to this Government. They are
certainly relevant to the field of industrial de-
velopment.

The Australian economy is on a downhill
slide. We are becoming less and less competi-
tive in many areas. The figures for our trading
performance and the fact that inflation is on
the way up again and is double that of most of
our trading partners makes that obvious.
Interest rates are remaining high. The Prime
Minister has said that they will stay at high
levels. The Minister gave a pre-election pep
talk about how great things are going. People in
this country have had a gutful of such glossy
PR talk.

Mr Bryce: Where were you in the 1 960s and
1970s?

Mr COURT: They were good years.
If we look at yesterday morning's edition of

The Australian, we see that the front page, with
the exception of mention of the fact that Kepler
Wessels was going back to South Africa, con-
tains headings and statements like the follow-
ing-

Crisis of confidence grips the nation.
Dollar plunges on shock foreign

exchange markets.
Let's stop the nonsense and take our

medicine.
We were wrong to follow a policy of

putting cost pressures on manufacturing
which led to the need for protection and

eventually to the demise of manufacturing
so that it was unable to respond signifi-
cantly to devaluation.

The final point is very important because to
make our industry more competitive we would
have thought that with the massive devaluation
of the Australian dollar, Australian industry
would have had a price advantage over
imports. Unfortunately, our manufacturing in-
dustries have reached such a stage of decline
they have not been able to take advantage even
of the price advantage they were given. That
state of affairs is of concern.

The Industrial Development Department has
undergone many changes in recent years. In
fact, some people are asking, in view of all the
changes that have taken place and the number
of functions which have been transferred to the
WADC and Exim Corporation, what the de-
partment does. In the 1960s it was a relatively
small department carrying out a wide range of
activities. Until recent years it has overseen the
more rapid development of this State. Until the
1 960s resource development was also included
in that department. However, although many
of its responsibilities have been removed the
department remains in place.

The Minister has created a technology bu-
reaucracy which is separate from the depart-
ment. Also, the WADC and some of its
subsidiaries, but in particular Exim Corpor-
ation, are being promoted as bodies designed to
help industry. A number of people are being
directed to these bodies by the Government
and the Minister must be confused at times
about which department does what.

If people in the WADC are asked to explain
their existence, their explanation ties in with
the functions which the Industrial Develop-
ment Department should be carrying out.

Mr Bryce: You are quite wrong about that,
and in a moment I will give you a list of the
very specific preoccupations of WAUC and
show you that they are playing a very different
but complementary role.

Mr COURT: Why are subsidiaries of WA
Government Holdings and other people look-
ing into industry opportunities? Why is it that a
person who wants assistance, for example with
a new tie manufacturing plant, is directed
straightaway to one of the companies which
carries out a feasibility study and does what it
can to assist? That function could be carried
out by the Industrial Development Depart-
ment. A conflict exists. The Government
companies are jealous of their performance and
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functions; they say that they are private
enterprise people and have more flexibility
than a Government department has. A major
study has been carried out into the operations
of the department and many fancy changes
have been made. We now have the technology
bureaucracy of the WADC and other bodies
doing their work at the same time that the In-
dustrial Development Department is
expanding. There seems to be duplication in
this work and the department, despite having
many of its functions taken away, is growing in
size. I have read the report detailing the activi-
ties of the department but I wonder what in-
dustries it is attracting that are not being
attracted by the other bodies? Similarly, the
reports of those bodies detail the industries
they are trying to help.

What is the department doing for exporters?
A big noise was made about the creation of the
Exim Corporation, a trading corporation estab-
lished to help local business to develop export
markets. If it were engaged in that kind of ac-
tivity and not fiddling around in business oper-
ations, we would have more sympathy with it.The Opposition is committed to ensuring that
local industry performs better in export mar-
kets. Exim is supposedly the body helping in
that regard. What is the Industrial Develop-
ment Department doing in what should be one
of the major areas of assistance given to the
industries in this State? I refer to helping those
local companies with their export performance.

I will touch briefly on the question of South
Africa. As the Minister knows, the trading fig-
ures demonstrate that we have a very healthy
trading surplus with South Africa. It has been
determined that many of the exports to that
country go to southern African countries
through the Republic of South Africa. We have
heard about the economic sanctions which the
Federal Government wants to introduce and
the State Government supports. It is strange
that in Victoria the Premier wants to interfere
with trade between the two countries but in
New South Wales Premier Wran is more prag-
matic and has said that the healthy trade situ-
ation should continue. I think our trade with
Africa in general is improving; and we should
maintain it and not surround it with an aura of
uncertainty for those industries which have
built up export markets in that country.

I would like the Government to have the
courage to tell us that it will continue trading
with South Africa and that it will strip away the
facade of the economic sanctions. The Govern-
ment is wishy-washy and vague, and will not

specify the details of those sanctions. It is rid-
iculous that we do not allow airlines to Provide
services between the two countries. That con-
cerns me because many industries in this State
do a great deal of business with that part of the
world. On the one hand we are talking about
encouraging export markets but on the other
hand we are doing what we can to discourage
them.

The point I made at the beginning of my
speech was that interest rates were having an
effect on industrial development in this State.
The Government must face up to the problem.
For the first time in the Chamber, the
Treasurer in a joking way asked why the Oppo-
sition was worried about interest rates and said
that they were his problem. From a political
point of view they will be his problem. The
Prime Minister has said that the policies of his
Government will not change and the level of
interest rates will remain.

This evening I attended a meeting with sev-
eral members of the Opposition and senior
people in the rural industry who were
explaining some of the specific problems they
have had with high interest rates. Of course,
those same interest rates apply to all areas of
the public sector. However, the examples put
forward were quite scary. Interest rates in
January were 14.5 per cent plus a one per cent
margin, making a total of 15.5 per cent- In
September the interest rate was 18.5 per cent
plus a 2.1 per cent margin. Between January
and September that five per cent increase in
interest rates has had an effect on the rural
industry. I do not know what the figures are for
November, but it appears likely that by
Christmas the industry will face a seven per
cent increase in interest rates. These people
were explaining how that increase has thrown
out their budgets. These people have said they
will have a good season and receive income
from their produce. Their costs are as
budgeted, except for interest rates; they did not
budget for the large increase in interest rates.

Interest rates are a very real problem. if one
is paying 20 per cent for one's money this can
knock things around. Industrial development
covers all those industries, housing, businesses
and the farming community. It is without
doubt a major political issue now.

It is all very well for us to try to take advan-
tage of that issue. What The Australian was
trying to say yesterday was that we are going to
have to take some strong medicine. We need
leadership in our political parties. We cannot
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live in a dream world any longer. Our economy
is declining and we are starting to go the way of
some of the third world developing countries.

I am by nature an optimist. This country has
everything going for it. We have the ingredients
for success, yet we are losing those
opportunities.

With your indulgence, Sir, I will repeat some
of the points made in this article. I mentioned
cost pressures on manufacturing, where we
resorted to protection. We were wrong to
deregulate the financial sector without
deregulating the wages sector. We were wrong
to embark on a tax reform package to be paid
for largely by business. We were wrong to con-
sider a productivity pay case at this stage in our
recovery from a recession. We were wrong to
send shudders through industry at the thought
of the productivity deal being paid for in
superannuation, particularly when we know the
unions will try to gain control of those
superannuation funds. We were wrong not to
get behind recent moves in Queensland and the
Northern Territory to bring the unions back
into a system of law we should all have to obey.We were wrong to continue to allow the
Australian Conciliation and Arbitration Com-
mission to play a role in the Australian econ-
omy, and we were wrong not to listen to the
cries of anguish from the bush as our once-rich
rural sector was remorselessly squeezed by
higher costs and lower world prices.

That is a summary of some of the problems
in this country which both State and Federal
Governments, no matter what their political
persuasion, will have to face up to.

I think the Deputy Premier will agree that
this quick increase in interest rates and the
decline in the dollar this year is something he
would not have predicted. In our worst econ-
omic predictions some of us thought these
things could happen. They have happened.

Turning now to the matter of exports, in
which his department should be playing a very
important role in encouraging expansion, I will
not dwell on the changes to the Federal export
rants scheme; but the Deputy Premier will be
aware that the State Government has assisted
with the refunding under the previous scheme.
Refunds for travel and other expenses
associated with exporting were paid by the de-
partment in advance because of the delay of a
year or so in receiving reimbursement from the
Federal Government.

Some changes have particularly dis-

advantaged the small business sector. I would
like to think that the department and the Min-
ister are working to see if the system cannot be
changed to assist those small businesses which
want to take the first step into exporting their
products. They have been chopped out because
they cannot claim until their expenses exceed
$5 000. For many people trying to break into
nearby markets such as Singapore and
Malaysia, the assistance they could get under
the previous scheme was important and often
provided the incentive to break into those mar-
kets.

I do not mind a system where one is paid
according to one's performance as an exporter.
There were abuses of the scheme, but let us
work out a scheme which does not discriminate
against small operators.

I was talking about exports to South Africa. I
think John Stone said recently that the Federal
Government was to close the trades office in*
South Africa. H-e made the perhaps facetious
comment that trade would start to increase
now that that office had closed. That is exactly
what happened in Taiwan when that office was
closed.

We talk about some of the problems which
businesses operating in this country experience.
We might tend to neglect our mail system in
this country. Business is having a problem get-
ting mail around Australia. This is typical of
the little things which make it more difficult for
business to operate. Surely we can have a mail
system in this country which is effi cient. If the
Government cannot operate such a system, let
us give it to the private sector. As the Leader of
the Opposition said earlier today-or yester-
day-the question of our not being able to send
mail to South Africa not only is affecting the
business community but also is causing a lot of
personal hardship to South Africans now living
in this country.

Mr Blaikie: On that point, a number of Ro-
tary students are in South Africa and Rotary
students from South Africa are in Australia.
They are the victims of this dispute, which is a
political dispute; it is affecting them and their
families; and hi is quite wrong.

Mr Mensaros: I was approached by some-
body yesterday who has been unable to get her
pension.

Mr COURT: Those are the problems which
arise.

The matter of taxation is a hot potato. The
effect of the Government's taxation policies on
industrial development will be quite severe. In

4379



4380 [ASSEMBLY]

the recent tax package the burden of the
changes has fallen on the business community.
The capital gains tax in particular concerns me.
One builds up a business and sells it, and then
one must pay capital gains tax on the goodwill.
That removes a lot of the incentive to try to
achieve. Any taxation policy in a young
country like Australia should be designed to
encourage capital formation and not do the op-
posite.

We are seeing some interesting side effects of
the fringe benefit tax. Just what will be the
effect of it on the car industry and all the
people associated with the industry? We do not
know what effect it will have over the first year,
but already we have many companies talking
about changing their fleet policies, perhaps get-
ting rid of their fleets and providing an allow-
ance to individual employees to enable them to
buy a car. Those companies are predicting
quite a change in the pattern of car purchasing.
Unfortunately the car sales that will be hit the
most will involve the cars manufactured in
Australia.

One way or another the tax package has had
some nasty side eflfects, and the restaurant in-
dustry is one that has taken the immediate
brunt of this package. it was particularly con-
cerning to hear in recent weeks of a leading
restaurant in town, which was half-way through
completing extensions costing in the order of
$250 000, deciding it would have to halt that
work because of the tax package.

Our restaurant industry had been building up
and becoming a great contributor to our econ-
omy, but now it has received this major set-
back. This must concern the Minister also be-
cause I am sure he does not like to see any
industry knocked around in this way. The tax
package has affected not just the restaurants
themselves but also all the people who supply
restaurants and all other people associated with
the hospitality industry.

The Treasurer has tried to say that there
should be only a 50 per cent reduction of busi-
ness expenditures claimed for tax purposes, but
obviously Mr Keating did not think this one
through. He should have worked out the pack-
age so that genuine business expenses were al-
lowable as tax deductions. That would have
been a simple thing to do. Instead we have seen
this heavy-handed approach which has had a
detrimental effect.

Mr Blaikie: It will have an effect on the staff
of the training institutions in the catering
area-institutions such as Bentley, Carine, and

Bunbury-where the people they turn out will
face a bleak future because the jobs will not be
there.

Mr COURT: The member for Vasse knows
that this is only too true because a member of
his family who works in this industr and is
currently overseas gaining additional experi-
ence will obviously find it difficult to obtain a
job back here because the industry has been so
badly affected.

I turn now to comment on our privatisation.
policy. Our policy is to create more
opportunities for industry. If members talk to
different industry groups they will tell members
that they do not want Government handouts or
Government money. I was recently speaking
with members of the surveying industry here
who gave an example of what has happened in
Canada. In that country, Government depart-
ments had been doing a lot of surveying work
and associated services. The private sector
asked the Government for the chance to start
doing more of the work. First, they got them-
selves together as a credible industry organis-
ation and then sold their services to the
Government. Fortunately the Canadian
Government was prepared to transfer the bulk
of the surveying services to the private sector,
where an interesting thing happened: When
they were given that additional business, the
private sector companies became international
leaders in the surveying field. Canadian
companies were even picking up contracts in
the Middle East, and members would realise
that a lot of survey work has taken place there
over the last 20 years. The Canadian private
sector not only built up its own industry
internally following the transfer of this Work
from the public sector to the private sector, but
it even created a whole new range of export
industries. The private sector there began to
export a service industr, which is a tremen-
dous achievement and a marvellous example of
what privatisation can achieve.

Recently our surveying industry brought
across people from Canada for a seminar which
ran for a couple of days and which dealt with
the success of the Canadian policy. It really is a
good example of what can be done to encour-
age industry to expand not just internally but
externally.

Mention is often made of the State Engineer-
ing Works, which this year lost in excess of $1
million. The SEW not only competes with
other engineering companies but does so at a
cost to taxpayers, who have to foot its losses.
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These are just examples of our policy which
the Minister laughs at, but we are genuinely
trying to create new opportunities for industry
in this State. We believe our privatisation pol-
icy can provide the public with a better service
at a cheaper price. We would like to see a num-
ber of Government functions transferred to the
private sector. Our policy is all about giving the
people more choice and creating competition
in the system.

I will comment now on the competition the
private sector is facing from Government de-
partments. It is of concern that many Govern-
ment operations, both State and Federal, com-
pete with the private sector. Recently the mem-
ber for Moore and I spoke with a man in the
business of doing concrete work; he does a lot
of concrete driveways in the member for
Moore's electorate. He was complaining that
the local authority was going around trying to
gain some of his business. Apparently it was
going around door-knocking for business say-
ing that it could do driveways at half the price
this chap charged. Last year the authority
earned income from this area of nearly
$400 000-money which we would like to see
earned by the private Sector. Many examples
can be found of State Governments competing
unfairly with the private sector, which is some-
thing we would like to see changed.

The trend shown by this State Government is
not good, especially when we consider its estab-
lishment of bodies such as the WA Develop-
ment Corporation and WA Government Hold-
ings, and allowing the Tourism Commission to
take an equity in the tourism industr-all
these bodies which the Government has set up
to buy its "window into industry". We now
have the situation where the private sector is
finding things pretty uncomfortable because
the Government is sneaking in at all levels.

I do not think we have heard the end of the
Government's attempt to get into the flower
industry. We are now hearing that the
Government is trying to find another way of
gaining an equity in this industry.

It was interesting to read in today's paper a
comment by the WA Chamber of Commerce
and Industry in which it expressed concern
about competition from the WADC. These new
bodies that have been established are provid Ing
competition-unfair in many cases-to the
private Sector, and that should not be on.

The other point I referred to briefly last night
when we were debating the Government Stores
item was the question of Government purchas-

ing. I will recap what we would like to see and
how it can help local industry. We believe there
could be ways in which Government purchas-
ing policies are changed to break down the size
of contracts and give smaller business more
opportunities to participate in supplying goods
and services. The Government is the largest
purchaser of goods and services in this State,
and we believe it is only right that as broad a
cross-section of business as possible should get
a chance to supply the goods and services. It is
more trouble for the purchasing department
concerned, but experience in the US shows that
the taxpayer in the end pays a cheaper price. So
there is a cheaper price and more businesses
are involved in the activity.

Referring back to the competition from
WADC to the private sector, this morning's
The West Australian states-

THE WA Development Corporation is
potentially the most divisive issue to face
local businesses for many years, says the
WA Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

It goes on to say that large sections of the busi-
ness community fear a long-term WADC in-
trusion into private sector activities. The report
goes on to mention concern about the sale of
the Perth Technical College site and other mat-
ters. That is just one example of the concern
being felt out there.

Thc last point I want to make on this section
is also very important and relates to the prob-
lem of industrial relations in this State. We see
that overall in Australia the country does not
have competitive manufacturing industries. All
we are offering in our policy on industrial re-
lations is to free up the system. Theend result
is we want industry to be more competitive and
to give everyone the opportunity to get a job.
Immediately we talk of more freedom in the
industrial relations system there are cries from
members opposite of slave labour and people
being ripped off, and the like. That was 80
years ago. There is a different set of circum-
stances now. Members opposite do not have
any faith in employers.

Mrs Buchanan: You do not have any faith in
workers.

Mr COURT: That is not right. We say mem-
bers opposite should not be afraid to allow em-
ployers and employees to negotiate their own
wages and conditions. Government members
are saying those people are not capable of doing
it. They are prepared to stand by a system
which is sending this country down the drain.
Members opposite have seen the problems;
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they know what is happening to the
competitiveness of industry. One of its side ef-
fects is that young people no longer have the
right to go and get a job. Not all Australians are
prepared to have 20 per cent of young people
not working;, that is not acceptable to us. There
is no reason we should not be living in a
country with full employment and with all
young people having the opportunity to get a
job. We will have the opportunity to debate the
problem and solutions later on.

Several members interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I suggest the mem-
ber for Floreat takes a little more notice of the
Chair. If he does not I will take action no mat-
ter what the timne of day. I will not put up with
that sort of rudeness at any time of the day.

Mr COURT: I will conclude my comments
on the general debate by saying that it concerns
me that the Department of Industrial Develop-
ment has to an extent lost its role. It has lost
some of its responsibilities which are now
handled by other departments and authorities,
and yet we see quite an expansion in the
amount of money being spent on the people
involved in running this particular operation.
A need exists for a Department of Industrial
Development but it must be tied in more
closely with the technology bureaucracy. I do
not think it is right to separate the two because
they work together. I will refer to that later
during the debate on the technology division,
but I would like to see a closer involvement
and when we talk about technology we should
concentrate on technology and industry as one.

Mr BRYCE: The member for Nedlands
commenced his remarks by questioning the
validity of a description of the Western
Australian economy as being in a state of boom
at present. I will not engage in an argument
now. I could never convince the member; I do
not think I could get him to say it in this place
if his party was not in Government. There are a
few members on the other side of the Chamber
who would concede there has been a remark-
able turnaround in the level of economic activ-
ity in Western Australia.

Certainly the farming sector is experiencing
difficulties, but I am not going to bother myself
at this hour of the day with the task of trying to
convince members opposite otherwise. Some of
them would never conceive anything good,
constructive, and effective could be done by a
Government of another political complexion. I
do not intend to pursue it any further.

I was closely involved with the policy devel-
opment of th~e Labor Party prior to the last
election, and I was very proud and delighted to
have participated in the drafting of the legis-
lation for the Western Australian Development
Corporation. From my point of view, there is
no problem,, but I think that the member for
Nedlands has never really come to grips with
what the WADC has done. In fact, for the sake
of brevity, I will ask him to do two things:
Firstly, I suggest that he read very carefully the
answer to question 2614 which will be
provided for the member for Helena in ques-
tion time later today. The member for
Nedlands will find a very comprehensive
answer to the question of what precisely the
WADC has done and what the Department of
Industrial Development has been working on.

Secondly, I would like the member for
Nedlands to take the opportunity of asking for
a briefing from the Department of Industrial
Development. I appreciate that he has had
briefings from pretty well all the other agencies
associated with my portfolio-something that
was never afforded to members on this side
when they were in Opposition. I would invite
the member for Nedlands to actually make con-
tact with the Coordinator of the Department of
industrial Development and go through the
programme section by section after he has had
a look at the answer I have given in the answer
provided to the member for Helena.

The total expenditure we are talking about in
respect of the Department of Industrial Devel-
opment is $10.6 million. That constitutes 0.3
of one per cent of the total Budget. I would be
very surprised if members opposite think that
constitutes a distortion of the Budget and a
misappropriation of priorities and resources. I
repeat: In a Budget that exceeded $3 billion,
the amount of money that was allocated to the
Department of Industrial Development was
$10.6 million, which is 0.3 of one per cent.

For interest's sake, I took out a few figures
myself. Perhaps the member for Nedlands
might like to know that the Minister for Health
is actually finding $61 million for psychiatric
services in Western Australia; the cost of
subsidising suburban rail services is $25
million; sport and recreation $8 million; and
dental heal th services, $ 10 million. That is the
sort of statistical background that members op-
posite should consider if they feel there is some
level of distortion in the amount of money that
has been allocated.
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I do not intend to stand here and disagree
with the member for Nedlands over South
Africa. We have a very fundamental difference
of opinion on this matter and I would tell him
that I am very much in agreement with a for-
mer Prime Minister of Australia, Mr Malcolm
Fraser, and I know that the Court family is not.
I did not expect the member for Nedlands to
take a different line in this Chamber but I hap-
pen to agree with Mr Fraser that there are some
matters of principle which, in fact, are more
important than the odd contract here and there
across the economy.

I do not intend to argue with the member for
Nedlands about the Commonwealth tax pack-
age but I would list for him the things that the
WADC has worked on and in which the De-
partment of Industrial Development has never,
and would never, be involved. I would suggest
that the member do his homework and inform
himself of the facts before he starts to mnake the
sort of broad-based criticism that he has made
about the role of the DID, vis-a-vis the WADC.
Since when would we have expected the De-
partment of Industrial Development to be
involved in redevelopment of the Perth Mint,
the Perth Technical College site, the Monu-
ment Hill land resumption and development,
Treasury short-term cash surpluses, pine for-
ests and, generally speaking, the control of
Government assets?

Mr Hassell: All of those things would be the
normal actions of an effective Government in
getting those changes made that ought to be
made through the Department of Industrial
Development.

Mr BRYCE: That is precisely a reflection of
the Leader of the Opposition's ignorance. I
suggest that he stick to the law and worry about
the numbers business in politics, and that he
stick to the portfolios that he had last time
because it is apparent every time he opens his
mouth on this issue that he knows absolutely
nothing whatsoever about it.

Mr COURT: I asked the Deputy Premier
earlier to give an explanation of the specific
roles of the two people mentioned under the
heading of "Submarine Project". Could the
Deputy Premier give an indication of what
their roles are under this project?

Mr BLAIKIE: 1, too, have a question to ask
on this item. Could he explain precisely what
role the "Albany Tomorrow" strategy group
plays in Government? Is it a strategy group that
in fact is drawing up a political programme?

Mr BRYCE: Perhaps the member for
Nedlands will appreciate that briefing from the
Department of Industry Development to find
out exactly how many more officers have been
committed full-time to the work of the submar-
ine project, in addition to those two listed. Cur-
rently 10 or 12 people in the department actu-
ally commit a very high proportion of their
time to that project. There are far more than
two, but just exactly what the roles of the two
listed are, I am not sure.

I refer to the "Albany Tomorrowv" strategy
group. The Government responded to requests
to look at the Albany region and we have had a
look at a whole number of different regions in
the State. Two officers of my department-and
bear in mind we have art office in Albany-
have been specifically appointed to bring
together the threads of a programme for the
development of Albany. I will be releasing the
actual report that these people have done in the
foreseeable future. The Opposition might be
very interested to know that it could lead to
another "Bunbury 2000".

Mr BLAIKIE: There has been an expenditure
of $41 000 on the "Albany Tomorrow" strategy
group. The Deputy Premier said that this will
be paid for by the taxpayers. It is drawing up a
political strategy for the Government in line
with its political philosophy for "Bunbury
2000".

Mr Pearce: Are you opposed to develop-
ment?

Mr BLAIKIE: I am opposed to the expendi-
tu re of publ ic fun ds for th is purpose.

Mr Pearce: You are opposed to develop
ment?

Mr BLAIKIE: I repeat for the Minister for
Education's benefit that 1 am opposed to the
use of taxpayers' funds for this blatant political
purpose.

Mr Pearce: You are opposed to the develop-
ment of Albany?

Mr BLAIKIE: I do not know how often I
have to make this statement in order for it to
sink in to the Minister for Education. I am
opposed to the expenditure of $41 000 for the
intention outlined by the Deputy Premier. It is
for a blatant political purpose. I do not believe
officers of the Government should be
employed in such a blatant political way.

It is all very well for political parties to draw
up the strategies and programmes for regional
development. The Government did that at the
last election. It drew up its programme for the
"Bunbury 2000" strategy. The Australian
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Labor Party was successful in that regard. So
much for "Bunbury 2000". It is quite unwar-
ranted and irresponsible for the Government to
now turn around and get Government officers
to carry out the role and plan the political strat-
egy for the Government. I am not opposed to
the development of Albany.

Mr Carr: Obviously you are.
Mr BLAIKJE: I am not opposed to its devel-

opment. I am opposed to taxpayers' funds be-
ing used for this purpose.

Last night I commented on the South West
Development Authority and said that I was
opposed to the expenditure of $41 000 for a
media officer. I said that was a blatant political
appointment and that we would change it when
we become the Government. It is quite im-
moral for the Government to use public funds
this way. This matter should certainly be
canvassed widely in the community to show
the extent to which this Government will go in
order to carry out pork-barrelling. I reject the
Government's seeking to spend money for this
political purpose.

Item 9: Industrial Development Assistance-
Mr COURT: Will the Deputy Premier ex-

plain where this assistance will be going?

Mr BRYCE: Under this item there have been
allocations for the following: The Government
Liaison Office in Canberra, $49 000; market
development and investment, $793 000; infra-
structure for development, $256 000; venture
task force, $120 000; the economic and indus-
trial information data base, $225 000; com-
munications, policies and services, $566 000-
that incidentally relates to the remarkably good
advertisement that the Opposition has been
commenting on.

Mr Court: Would you be prepared to table
that document?

Mr BRYCE: Yes.
Item 12: Western Australian Film Council-

Includes Transfer to Trust Fund-
Mr COURT: Because of the changes to the

taxation incentives, the film industry is experi-
encing some problems. I want to see the film
industry in this State given more support. It is
an industry which requires a lot of money to
put a production together. I am not at all happy
with the number of productions we are getting
out of the television industry. I think it would
be great to see more productions made here.
Does the Deputy Premier have it in mind to
provide more assistance to that industry?

Mr BRYCE: This item actually constitutes
an increase of about 20 per cent in the level of
funding. Frankly, I think the film industry is a
remarkable example to the rest of industry in
Western Australia. The vote in 1984-85
totalled $308 000. This year there has been an
increase of almost $200 000 to $509 000.

Mr Court: You know of the problems it ex-
perienced last year.

Mr BRYCE: I do, indeed. I think it is a re-
markable example to other industry. With a
shoestring budget from the Government it now
has completed a number of productions. The
work is quite outstanding. It is a good example
of an industry at which we do not have to
throw buckets of money.

Division 16 put and passed.

Division 17: Small Business Development
Corporation, $1 534 000-

Mr COURT: Most of the comments I want
to make about small business were made in the
debate on industrial development. The Deputy
Premier seems to think the money he spends
on the Small Business Development Corpor-
ation represents some sort of assistance to the
small business community.

The small business community is not very
interested in what the Small Business Develop-
ment Corporation is doing. It is interested in
what both the State and Federal Governments
are doing for it in providing the proper en-
vironment; that is, an environment not of high
interest rates. I will not repeat my earlier com-
ments, but suffice it to say the Chamber is fully
aware that the small business community is
operating under very severe problems, whether
it be taxation, interest rates, the industrial re-
lations system, or whatever.

In regard to the Small Business Development
Corporation, I would not want to say that it has
become a large bureaucracy. It has an import-
ant role to play and it has some first-class
officers, including the managing director, Mr
Bruce Ashworth. It must be careful that it does
not interfere with the private sector. It provides
advice to people who are thinking of going into
business. It also provides assistance to those
people who are encountering problems in their
business. It is a place where business people
can obtain very good advice.

However, it is still the responsibility of cer-
tain professions-for instance, the accounting
and legal professions-to provide those types
of services to the business community. People
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should not use the Small Business Develop-
ment Corporation to obtain advice on the
cheap,

The corporation is growing quickly and it
shifted its premises last weekend. With the per-
mission of the Minister, I look forward to
visiting the new offices when the stall have
settled in.

Mr Bryce: I will invite you to the
one-stop-shop.

Mr COURT: It is not a one-stop-shop. The
Government has copied the Liberal Party's pol-
icy, but it got the concept wrong.

The point I have made to officers from the
corporation is that they should not continually
expand the consultancy service because this
service should be provided by other pro-
fessions.

I would not like to see the corporation used
as a political tool. When I visited Bunbury re-
cently I heard repeated radio advertisements
about the Bunbury office and what it was
doing. The small business community turns off
when it sees its taxes being wasted on unnecess-
ary advertising campaigns. They are not stupid
and they know that advertising costs money.

The Minister should be aware that the
Government has taken its political PR cam-
paign a little too far. I hope it has learnt its
lesson from sending out the letter concerning
land tax. Its public relations exercise worked in
reverse.

Division 17 put and passed.
Division 18: Computing and Information

Technology, $12 921 000-
Mr COURT: During the Committee stage of

the Budget debate several members have asked
questions about increased expenditure and the
answer in the main has been, "It is for new
computing equipment." It is obvious that sales
people have gone to the Government depart-
menits selling millions of dollars worth of
equipment.

One of the functions of this department is to
advise the different Government departments
about their computing requirements and to
maintain some form of standardisation. I refer
members to my question 1514 which reads as
follows-

(1) Is the Department of Computing and
Information Technology responsible
for ensuring the siandardisation of
database software and database
language in Government departments
and authorities?

(138)

(2) Have any reports been prepared on
this matter and communicated to the
participating Government depart-
ments?

I am not sure from the Minister's answer what
has actually taken place regarding the major
purchases of computer equipment. I would like
to think that there have been some controls
over the purchases. I remind members of the
problem which Occurred in Treasury when it
transferred from the NCR system to the IBM
system. All sorts of expenses are incurred when
there is not a standardisation of equipment and
I hope that all the departments have been given
professional advice about some form of stan-
dardisation.

This year, the Government has announced
Some Major purchases of equipment from two
major suppliers. Unfortunately, it is not the
right time to go thraugh the technological field
in some detail. However, the Minister would
agree that it is unfortunate that we have to
import the bulk of our computing equipment.
We could at least try to use our bargaining
Power to get some offsets for this State. Mem-
bers will remember that we received details of
offsets and they will recall the firms which were
involved in the management of the offset pro-
gramme. The opportunities are there to grasp-

Mr BRYCE: I urge the member for Nedlands
to use the word "standardisation" very cau-
tiously because we are not really trying to
achieve standardisation in the sense of telling
every department and every agency that they
must have the same standard equipment. We
have in fact taken the policy decision that, in
respect of mainframes, Western Australia is an
IBM compatible user from this moment on. It
is only a minor point, but it is important in the
industry that we do not talk about standardis-
ation which means that only one brand would
be selected and everybody else would be out in
the cold. Four major companies in the field are
compatible with IBM, and it is a very good
brake to have healthy competition.

With respect to the question raised by the
member on the subject of offsets, a $ 14 million
benefit was achieved as a result of the decision
to go to global tender. Government depart-
ments and agencies have tendered to buy com-
puter equipment off the shelf at shelf prices.
Very rarely could they achieve the bargaining
power we can achieve by going into the market-
place looking for $50 million worth of
mainframe equipment. At one time, we were
actually able to negotiate a $14 million dis-
count on a deal, in addition to offsets.
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The member for Nedlands asked a question
with respect to the implementation of those
offsets. They have just been finalised and will
be made public when the contracts are actually
signed between the companies that supply the
gear to the Government. When that happens,
they will be made public knowledge. The Elec-
tronics Industry Association and the Software
Industry Association will certainly be invited to
participate in the programme.

Item 10: Departmental Support Services-
Mr COURT: With respect to this item there

has been an increase in expenditure from $2.4
million to more than $6 million. Would the
Minister just explain that increase?

Mr BRYCE: The increase can obviously be
attributed to the support of large pieces of
equipment. The terminology is "departmental
support services", but this section provides
computer support facilities to about nine dif-
ferent Government agencies, including
Treasury and Government Stores. The idea is
that every agency will not have its own black
box, but that there will be a major network
system with some very large black boxes
distributed through it. Centre Four is one area
with major new mainframe equipment. That is
where the capital cost of the major acquisitions
has gone.

Item 12: Land Information Systems Support
Centre-

Mr COURT: I asked a question about the
Land information Systems Support Centre and
whether it would be transferred to the Depart-
ment of Lands and Surveys. I think in answer
the Minister said it would be.

Mr Bryce: It is going to be.
Mr COURT: Could the Minister just tell me

whether that system is working. When it is
transferred to the Department of Lands and
Surveys, will it accept full responsibility for its
further development? Is the software associated
with it being sold overseas, in Malaysia in par-
ticular?

Mr BRYCE: The member for Nedlands is
correct in his assumption that the support
L1SSC will be transferred to that functional de-
partment. The system is certainly one that was
not started by our Government. The previous
Government commenced work on the develop-
ment of the land information system about six
Or seven years ago. It is a quite remarkable
system. For the last five or six years there has
been a massive investment in the system,
which is nearing completion. It was -understood
that it would take six or seven years, perhaps

even eight years, for it to be completed. Its
value will extend right across the Government.
Its application will be handled by the Chair-
man of the Public Service Hoard, the head of
my department, and the head of the Depart-
ment of Lands and Surveys. They will comprise
a policy committee of the Government.

It has become apparent that to expedite the
completion of this work it is appropriate to
have it based in the actual functional Depart-
ment of Lands and Surveys.

The centre has come close to pulling off an
overseas contract. One of the problems in
securing such contracts will be the cost to the
taxpayer, because we are not talking about vari-
ous highly skilled human beings. This is
software at its best. Sometimes we wonder
whether we are going to wince or jump for joy
when we land the first overseas contract with
that system because of the implications for the
State.

Mr Court: I ask a simple question from the
layman's point of view. Does the system work?

Mr BRYCE: Yes, it does. The ability of that
system to locate parcels of land around our
metropolitan area is phenomenal. I urge mem-
bers opposite, if they are interested, to have a
briefing on the system. I have never seen any-
thing so outstanding as the application of that
system to the monitoring of salt encroachment
in agricultural areas and monitoring of the en-
croachment of deserts in agricultural areas.

Mr Court: Can we arrange such a briefing?)
Mr BRYCE: Certainly. I urge members in

country areas to have a look at the whole
system.

Mr Crane: Will you set uip a briefing for us?

Mr BRYCE: Yes.
Division 18 put and passed.
Division 19: Technology Development,

$1 163 000-
Mr COURT: In my earlier comments on in-

dustrial development, I said it was important
to tie in the technology field with industrial
development. I do not think it is necessary to
break up technology into separate bureau-
cracies. We have to improve our performance
in manufacturing industries. It is important
that our industries become more technology
orientated, including our traditional industries
of primary production, agriculture, mining,
and the like. At all times we have to be at the
forefront of technology if we are to remain
competitive.
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We should be seeing technology and indus-
trial development as helping each other.

Division 19 put and passed.

Division 20; Western Australian Technology
Development Authority, $2 274 000-

Mr COURT: I would like the Deputy
Premier to give an update as to how Tech-
nology Park is performing. Is it taking full ad-
vantage of the facilities already there? What
companies will be building facilities at Tech-
nology Park and will-the park be paying its
way?

I would also like a list of the investments
which have been made to date through the
technology development fund. I presume that
the figure here is a top up for that particular
fund.

Mr BRYCE: It is a top up figure. 1 cannot
give the member for Nedlands more infor-
mation than that given to him in reply to the
question asked a few weeks ago in that respect.
The member for Nedlands, or another member,
asked a question about the number of invest-
ments or applications to the fund. From mem-
ory there were 17. The actual investments
made are not a secret, but while they are sub-
ject to negotiation they are confidential.

I know that everybody in the Chamber would
expect me to say that. I am delighted with the
way Technology Park has developed. The

initial two buildings-the incubator building
and the facilitators building-are fully occu-
pied.

The member for Nedlands will be interested
to know that contracts have been let for the
next set of buildings on the north-west corner
of the block. Clearing has started and these
enterprise units will be leased by medium-sized
tech nology-based companies which can afford
to face the rigours of the marketplace in terms
of rent. In addition, firms such as Delta West
have signed contracts. They have bought their
own blocks and are getting architects' approval
for their programmes.

Division 20 put and passed.
Division 21-Astronomical Services,

$672 000-put and passed.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit

again, on motion by Mr Tonkin (Leader of the
House).

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR TONKIN (Morley-Swan-Leader of the
House) [5.52 a.m.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Thursday, 14 November at 2.15 p.m.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at .5.53 a. m. (Thursday).
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

1547, 1550, 1555, 1557, 155&, 1575 to
1579. Postponed

WORKS: BUILDING MANAGEMENT
AUTHORITY

Expenditure:- Borrowings
1580. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for

Works:
(1) How miuch of the projected $254

million to be used for public buildings
by the Building Management Auth-
ority has been and/or is going to be
borrowed by the Minister for Works
as the Western Australian Building
Authority?

(2) If the total amount has not been or Is
not going go be borrowed by the West-
emn Australian Building Authority,
how is the balance sourced?

Mr McIVER replied:
(1) The Western Australian Building

Authority is to borrow $106 8 31 000.
(2) The printed Estimates provide for

borrowings of $135 684 0001to finance
public buildings. These borrowings are
as follows-

S
Wcsicn, Australian Bilding

Authority borrowings 10693 1 000
Hospital borrowings 28403 000
Library borrowings 445000

135 684000

The printed Estimates provide details
on the oiher funding sources.

1581. Postponed.

PRISON
Metropolitan: Site

1582. Mr CLARKO, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Prisons:
(1) Would the Minister inform the House

where the proposed new gaol, that is
to replace the Fremantle prison, is to
be located?

(2) If the Minister will not specify the site
now when will he do so?

(3) As $700 000 has been allocated in the
General Loan Fund Budget to pur-
chase a new site even though suitable

land already exists at Canning Vale,
why is a new site being purchased for
the proposed prison?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) The evaluation of proposed new

prison sites is still under consider-
ation.

(2) When a decision has been made.
(3) There is a whole range of factors

which go to the selection of an appro-
priate site for this prison, and they are
not all necessarily met by the avail-
ability of space at Canning Vale.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: ALBANY TOWN
COUNCIL

Rating:- Valuations
1583. Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister for

Local Government:
Further to question 1530 of Thursday,
7 November 1985, concerning unim-
proved value valuations for Albany
Town Council, how can he justify the
action of the Albany Town Council
when in the Government Gazette of 19
July the Town of Albany was given
notice that the new valuations were to
take effect from 30 June 1985?

M rCARR replied:
I am advised that the Town of Albany,
in adopting the phasing in of gross
rental values in accordance with sec-
tion 548B of the Local Government
Act, has determined to use the 1979
unimproved valuations. This is in
keeping with the intended principle of
the phasing in option as I outlined in
the answer to question I 530-refer to
answer (2)(a).
While the matter is principally one for
the Albany Town Council to deter-
mine, I am, in view of the concern
raised as to the validity of the rate
struck, writing to the Town of Albany
seeking clarification as to the legal
basis on which the rate was struck.

LAND: RESERVE
Lane-Poole: Status

1584. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) What is the status of Lane-Poole re-

serve?
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(2) Will the Government declare the
Lane-Poole reserve-
(a) a national park; or

(3)
(4)

(b) an "A"-class reserve set aside for
recreation and parlands?

If not, why not?
Do formal agreements exist between
the Government, Alcoa, and the tim-
ber industry which prevent the
Government declaring Lane-Poole re-
serve-
(a) a national park; or
(b) an "A"-class reserve?

(5) Do informal agreements exist between
the Government, Alcoa, and the tim-
her industry which prevent the
Government declaring Lane-Poole re-
serve-
(a) a national park; or
(b) an "A"-class reserve?

(6) Is there opposition to declaring the
Lane-Poole reserve-
(a) a national park; or
(b) an "A"-class reserve,
from-

(i) Alcoa; and
(ii) the timber industry?

(7) (a) if the Lane-Poole reserve remains
under a management plan, for
what period will the management
plan stand;

(b) is the plan subject to review;
(c) if so, when?

M r DAVIES replied:
(1) A State forest area which has been re-

served for conservation and rec-
reation.

(2) It is proposed to declare the reserve an
"A"-class reserve set aside for rec-
reation and parklands vested in the
National Parks and Nature Conser-
vation Authority.

(3) Answered by (2).
(4) (a) No;

(b) no.
(5) (a) Yes;

(b) no.
(6) It has always been proposed that the

Lane-Poole reserve would be called
the Lane-Poole reserve.

(7) (a) Not exceeding ten years;

(b) yes;
(c) at any time it is deemed desirable.

1585 Postponed.

MINERALS
Exploration: Murray Valley

1586. Mr RUJSHTON, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) Further to question 399 of 1985 con-

cerning Lane-Poole reserve, in which
mining is to be located mainly to
ridges of the recreation zone, does this
apply to other steep areas of the
Murray Valley near the river, which
are not included in the Lane-Poole re-
serve?

(2) If "No", is this the reason that steep
areas of the valley were excluded from
the recreation zone even though they
are close to the river?

(3) If "No" to (2), what is the reason that
steep sections of the valley near the
river were not included in the rec-
reation zone?

(4) Will the steep sections .of the valley
along the river that are not included in
the recreation zone be rehabilitated in
a similar manner to those areas that
are included in the recreation zone?

(5) If not, why not?
Mr DAVIES replied:
(1) to (5) It is not possible to answer this

question because of the imprecise
nature of the term "steep areas" used
in the member's question.

LAND: RESERVES
Lane-Poole: Funding

1587. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) Did the Department of Conservation

and Land Management seek funds for
the following projects to be carried out
in the Lane-Poole reserve-
(a) scientific survey;
(b) maintenance;
(c) special fire management?

(2) If "Yes", how much was sought for
each project and how much was
allocated within the Budget for each
project?
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(3) What funds were provided in the
Budget for the Lane-Poole reserve?

(4) How are the moneys referred to in (3)
allocated?

Mr DAVIES replied:

(1) (a) Yes;

(b) yes;
(c) yes.

(2) (a) $52 000 sought, nil allocated;

(b) $ 150 350 sought, nil allocated;

(c) $21 150 sought, nil allocated.

(3) $30 000, plus funds for the ranger's
wages and his vehicle running costs.

(4) The funds are allocated to the
Dwellingup district and will be spent
on necessary housekeeping.

LAND: RESERVES

Lane-Poole: Bauxite Mining

1588. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) (a) Has the Government established

which specific areas of the
Lane-Poole reserve contain baux-
ite and may be subject to future
mining;

(b) if so, where are the areas?

(2) Was one of the reasons the appoint-
ment of Dr Owen Nicholls to the
Lane-Poole reserve planning group
was Made, to ensure that plans for the
reserve do not conflict with possible
mining operations by Alcoa?

(3) Will the Government state which, if
any, of the 96 000 hectare reserves in
the northern jarrah forest it has
already decided will be established as
conservation zones?

(4) Will these reserves be given national
park status?

Mr DAVIES replied:

(1) (a) No;

(b) answered by (a).
(2) Na.
(3) Yes-Lane-Poole, Dale, Monadnock,

Serpentine.
(4) No--see particulars in papers tabled

12 November 1985.

MINERALS
Exploration: Murray Valley

1589. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) Further to question 690 (2) of 1985

concerning Lane-Poole reserve, is the
research referred to being used as a
guise to bring mining and logging
close to the Murray River?

(2) Why is it necessary to carry out the
research referred to in the Murray
Valley if it entails mining and logging?

(3) (a) Can the research be carried out in
other areas;

(b) if not, why not?
(4) If "Yes" to (3) (a), why is the research

not being carried out in other areas?
(5) (a) Are there stands of virgin jarrah

in the Yarragil area;
(b) if so, will these be removed as

part of the scientific activities in
the area?

(6) Is there an agreement with Alcoa in
relation to this area?

(7) If "Yes" to (6)-
(a) to what extent will Alcoa be al-

lowed to mine within the area;
(b) what restrictions will be placed on

Alcoa under the agreement?
(8) if "No" to (6), what controls are in

place to ensure the long-term continu-
ance of the scientific programme?

Mr DAVIES replied:
(1) Na.
(2) The Yarragil catchment was selected

by scientists over 10 years ago as the
most suitable area to carry out the re-
search programme being conducted on
the effect of changes in forest veg-
etation on water yield and quality.

(3) (a) No;
(b) answered by (2).

(4) Not applicable.
(5) (a) No;

(b) not applicable.
(6) No.
(7) Not applicable.
(8) The Department of Conservation and

Land Management determines man-
agement practice in the forest.
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LAND

Prince Regent Biosphere Reserve: Road

1590. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:

(1) Will he inquire into the bulldozing of
a road through Prince Regent Nature
Reserve, a world biosphere reserve,
and inform the House of the results of
his inquiries?

(2) If not, why not?

Mr DAVIES replied:

(1) 1 had inquiries made when the mem-
ber asked question 1278 relating to
this matter. Those inquiries indicated
that there had been no road bulldozed
through the Prince Regent nature re-
serve.

(2) Answered by (l).

COURT

Local Court: Production of Documents

1591. Mr CRANE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Attorney General:

(1) Is he aware that where a magistrate in
the Perth Local Court has ordered a
certain company director who was the
defendant in an action for recovery of
moneys owed by that company, to
produce to the court all documents,
books of account, invoices, etc., this
order has been ignored?

(2) Is he also aware that the plaintiff has
been unable to proceed with the case
and upon inquiry has been notified
that while the magistrate can issue
such an order there is no legislation in
the present law system which gives
any power for such enforcement?

(3) Will he investigate with a view to
bringing forward the necessary legis-
lation to amend the law to enable the
court to enforce such orders?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) to (3) On the information provided,
the Attorney General is unable to
identify the particular case in ques-
tion. It is therefore suggested that the
member write to the Attorney General
providing more specific information.
He will then investigate the matter
and respond to the member direct.

LAND: NATIONAL PARK

Shannon Foresr-D En trecasteaux:, Draft
Management Plan

1592. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:

(1) When will the draft management plan
for the Shannon Forest-
D'Entrecasteaux National Park be re-
leased?

(2) Will he give an undertaking to the
House that in the event that the draft
management plan for this area is re-
leased so that the public submission
period takes in the Christmas school
holiday period, an extension of time
equal to this holiday period is granted
to compensate for this period during
which many people are on holidays?

(3) If not, why not?

Mr DAVIES replied:

(1) The draft management plan is in the
final stages of completion. It is
intended that it will be referred to the
National Parks and Nature Conser-
vation Authority for discussion.
Consequently, it is impossible to
specify a date when it will be released.

(2) Yes.

(3) Answered by (2).

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: ALBANY TOWN
COUNCIL

Rating' Valuations

1 593. Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Budget
Management:

(1) On what dale did the Albany Town
Council approach the Valuer Gen-
eral's office for permission to use 1978
unimproved value valuations for the
1985-86 rate assessments?

(2) Who responded to the query?

(3) What was the answer and the reasons
for that reply?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) I am advised that no approach was
made to the Valuer General's Office.

(2) and (3) Not applicable.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT: ALBANY TOWN
COUNCIL

Rating:- Valuations
1594. Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister for

Local Government:
(1) On what date did the Albany Town

Council approach the Local Govern-
ment Department or himself for per-
mission to use the t978 unimproved
value valuations for the 1985-86 rate
assessments?

(2) Who responded to the query?
(3) What was the answer and the reasons

for that reply?
Mr CARR replied:
(1) The Albany Town Council did not

require the approval of the Local
Government Department or myself to
use any particular unimproved valu-
ations for rating purposes.

(2) and (3) Not applicable.

1595. Postponed.

HEALTH
Podiatrist: Geraldton

1596. Mr TUJBBY, to the Minister for Health:
(1) Is he aware that the podiatrist at-

tached to the medical centre in
Geraldton is terminating this service?

(2) Is he also aware she is the only
podiatrist to serve the region?

(3) What action is being taken for a re-
placement, so as to prevent problems
for patients needing regular treat-
ment?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) If the member is referring to the

podiatry service provided. at the
Geraldton Community Health and
Development Centre, I have been ad-
vised by my department that the
podiatrist has resigned.

(2) Yes.
(3) Following representation from the

member for Geraldton (Mr. Jeff
Carr) action was initiated to recruit a
replacement podiatrist fo r the
Geraldton Community Health and
Development Centre. An applicant for
the position has been interviewed and
a starting date is being negotiated.

WILDLIFE: FLORA
"A cacia guineti ": Settlement

1597. Mr TUBBY, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) Referring to questions asked recently

concerning Mr and Mrs W. Hemsley
of "Glenfield", Geraldion, and their
problems with rare flora, land, and
compensation, can he now define the
-near future" he is continually quot-
ing for settlement of this problem?

(2) Why were the Hemnsleys not offered
annual compensation as stated in the
Act, for disadvantages caused to them
whilst awaiting land exchange?

Mr DAV IES rep i ed:
(1) 1 am advised that the remaining

Crown grant should be in the
Hemnsleys' hands early next week. The
cancelled railway reserve and closed
roads should be amalgamated with
their adjoining land in approximately
five weeks' ti me.

(2) Annual compensation was not one of
the components included in the
negotiated terms of settlement.

1598 to 1600. Postponed.

ROADS
Pedal Cars: Use

1601. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services:
(1) Has he corresponded with Mr L.

Hoffman of Dianella, on the use of
pedal ears?

(2) Is there a prohibition on the use of
these vehicles on a road?

(3) Is it a fact that the use of pedal cars as
used by Mr Hoffman in recreational
and tourist areas presents a traffic
problem?

(4) In view of the current small numbers
of pedal cars and their limited usage
on roads, does his department intend
to introduce regulations to prohibit
their use?

(5) If "Yes" to (4), does such a change in
policy contradict earlier assurances he
gave to Mr Hoffman in November
1984, such assurances having been re-
lied on to purchase additional equip-
ment?
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Mr CARR replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) No. Provided they comply with the

vehicle standards regulations.
(3) Currently, pedal cars as used by Mr

Hoffman do not present a traffic prob-
lem in recreational and tourist areas,
but in view of the number of inquiries
being received from persons wishing
to introduce similar types of vehicles,
this situation could change.

(4) and (5) In the interests of road safety
the use of pedal cars is being
monitored and should any specific
problems arise it may be necessary to
consider introducing legislation to
control their usage on roads.

TRAFFIC
Parking Prohibition Signs

1602. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Local
Government:
(1) Can a local authority remove parking

prohibition signs without the prior ap-
proval of the Minister?

(2) If "No", how long does approval take
once an application has been received
by him?

Mr CARR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.

MINERALS: GOLD
Arm way Mining Ply Ltd Bulk Sampling

1603. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Minerals
and Energy:
(I) Adverting to his answer to question

15 17 of 1985 concerning the Armway
gold prospect's extractive mining op-
erations, what precisely is the oper-
ation he refers to as "bulk sampling"?

(2) Will he reply to part (3) of my ques-
tion 1517?

(3) Why will he not inform the House
what form his approval of stage 2 of
the proposal to explore and assess the
gold prospect in Hamersicy Range
National Park by Armnway Mining has
taken?

(4) Did he or the Government have an
opportunity to revoke its approval for
the stage 2 exploration phase at any
time?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) Bulk sampling is a process of making

excavations in representative parts of
a deposit and treating the material in
order to determine the likely
recoverability of a mineral from the
deposit.

(2) I refer the member to my answer to
pants (2) and (3) of his question 1517.

(3) Subsequent to the successful
completion of stage I Work, the
leaseholder is to prepare and present a
bulk sampling programme for ap-
proval before any work is commenced.

(4) The proposal for stage 2 has not yet
been submitted by the leaseholder.

NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Relocation
1604. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Police

and Emergency Services:
(I) Is it proposed to relocate the National

Safety Council from its Mt
Lawley-Inglewood premises?

(2) If "Yes", can he advise the new lo-
cation and the future use of the Mt
Lawley-Inglewood site?

Mr CARR replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Slow Learning Children's Group: Funding

1605. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Health:
(1) Will he state the funds to be provided

to the Slow Learning Children's
Group for the 1985-86 financial year?

(2) Can he also state the additional ac-
commodation for intellectually handi-
capped children which will be built
from funds in the 1985-86 Budget?

(3) Is he aware of any additional accom-
modation for intellectually handi-
capped children which is to be built by
the Slow Learning Children's Group
or any other community group during
1985-86?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) The 1985-86 allocation to the Slow

Learning Children's Group of
$4 735 000.
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(2) The 1985-86 Budget provides
$382 000 for the completion of four
group homes for Intellectually Handi-
capped Services.

(3) The Slow Learning Children's Group's
1985-86 allocation includes a sum to
enable the group to relocate Pelican
Hostel and provide pre-school respite
care. This will result in an accommo-
dation increase of 15 beds via the pur-
chase of existing houses and duplex.

HOUSING
Solar Hot Waler Systems: Explosions

1606. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Housing:
Adverting to his answer to question
1520 of 6 November 1984, does the
1983 report prepared by Mr Rt. R.
Chinnery, ventilation officer,
Occupational Health and Safety De-
partment, Hamersley Iron Pty Lid, in
which he investigated the cause of an
explosion in a domestic washing ma-
chine-
(a) identify the source of the explos-

ive gas;
(b) if "Yes", what was the source of

the explosive gas;
(c) what type of hot water system was

identified as having the potential
to generate explosive gas in haz-
ardous quantities;

(d) what were the recommendations
of the report or appendices;

(e) what action is intended to im-
plement these recommendations;

(f) what is the anticipated cost of
implementing these recommen-
dations;

(g) is it intended to fit gas release
valves to existing hot water
systems which util ise sacrificial
anodes;

(h) if "Yes" to (g), where will the re-
lease valves be fitted to vent the
explosive gas in the case of hot
water systems which are located
inside a house and will the explos-
ive gas be required to be
discharged outside the house?

Mr WILSON replied:
While not denying the member's right
to ask questions, I fail to see what is to
be gained from questions seeking from

me information contained in a report
prepared for a private organisation.
The member has my assurance that
everything that can be done is being
done with the greatest possible speed.
If he has any reservations that this is
the case, I will arrange for him to dis-
cuss the matter with an appropriate
Homeswest officer.

Notwithstanding the above, and in the
interests of assisting his inquiry, the
specific answers are-

(a) Yes;

(b) the source of the gas was the sacri-
ficial corrosion of the anode in a
hot water system;

(c) the type may be storage electric or
gas, and solar hot water systems
that use a sacrificial magnesium
anode in the storage cylinder to
protect the internal lining;

(d) the report referred to in the ques-
tion had no specific
recommendations;

(e) and (f) answered by (d) above;,

(g) yes; refer to reply to question
1364 (3), Wednesday, 30 October
1985;

(h) manufacturer's tests and investi-
gations are still proceeding for
storage cylinders situated inside a
house.

HOUSING

Solar Ho: Waler S ystemns: Explosions
1607. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Minerals

and Energy:

(1) As his department has been aware
since late 1983 that hydrogen gas can
be generated in hazardous quantities
in hot water systems which utilise sac-
rificial anodes, why have these
systems not been replaced or ident-
ified to prevent explosions occurring
as a result of the accumulation of hy-
drogen gas?

(2) What action is proposed to be taken to
advise owners of hot water systems
utilising sacrificial anodes of the
potential dangers of explosions which
may result from a build up of hydro-
gen or other explosive gases?
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(3) Is he aware of any explosions which
have been attributed to the accumu-
lation of explosive gases in hot water
systems utilising sacrificial anodes?

(4) If'"Yes" to (3), will he give details?
(5) Is it a fact that the Government could

be held responsible and be required to
pay damages if it is held that the
Government had a duty to inform the
public of a potential hazardous situ-
ation?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) In March 1983, there was one

reported incident involving the gener-
ation of hydrogen in an electric hot
water system utilising a sacrificial
a node, due to prolonged operation of
the unit without any water draw-off.
Correct use of material for the anode
to suit the water supplied should pre-
vent any hydrogen generation and ap-
pliance manufacturers are aware of
this fact.

(2) Manufacturers have a responsibility to
install sacrificial anodes to suit water
supply. The accident was believed to
have been caused due to incorrect
anode selection for type of water and
abnormal applicable use. This matter
is considered to be the responsibility
of the manufacturer and no action has
been taken or is planned by my de-
partment.

(3) and (4) Explosion in a washing ma-
chine in Dampier in March 1983 filled
from an electric storage water heater
as in (t) above.

(5) Ruled out of order by the Speaker.
1608 to 16 10. Postponed.

HEALTH

Drug Awareness Programmes: Education
Department

1611. Mr BRADSH-AW, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) What drug awareness campaigns are

conducted by the Education Depart-
ment?

(2) Are drug awareness kits or literature
available?

(3) Does the Education Department have
any drug awareness campaigns
planned for the future?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Under the national campaign against

drug abuse the Department of Edu-
cation and Health are jointly
conducting drug education seminars
for teachers. These seminars provide
relevant information and resources on
alcohol and drugs as well as training
teachers in the skills and strategies
necessary to teach drug education.

(2) (a) Seminar participants receive a kit
conitaining information concern-
ing suggested activities and re-
search relevant to a variety of
drug education related mat tens;

(b) the departments are cooperating
in the development of two re-
source booklets for secondary
teachers-
Medicinal Drugs: A Resource
Book for Teachers
Illicit Drugs: A Resource Book for
Teachers

(3) (a) Teacher seminars will continue
over at least the next three years
under joint State and Common-
wealth funding;

(b) the new health education K-1O
syllabus, to be introduced next
year to all schools, has a signifi-
cant component related to drug
education-awareness;

(c) youth education officers are at
present undertaking courses in
drug education. In a joint venture
with the Health Department and
supported by Lions international,
the youth education officers will
be conducting parent-community
drug awareness programmes; this
programme has already
commenced in some school dis-
tricts.

612. Postponed.

HOSPITAL LAUNDRY AND LINEN
SERVICE

Cost
1613. Mr H-ASS ELL, to the Minister for

Health:
(1) in each of the last three years,

estimated for the current year, what
has been the cost of hospital laundry
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and linen services, expressed per
kilogram of laundry and linen ser-
vices?

(2) How is the calculation made?
Mr HODGE replied:
(1) and (2) The information has been

requested Cram the Hospital Laundry
and Linen Service in writing and will
be provided to the Leader of the Op-
position in writing when received.

1614 to 1618. Postponed.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Equal Opportunity Division: Staff

1619. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) How many people are employed in the

equal opportunity division of the Edu-
cation Department?

(2) What funds are being allocated to that
division for the year ending 30 June
1986?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Six full-time equivalent people are

employed in the equal opportunity
branch of the Education Department.
These include-

I Superintendent-CRF Budget
2 Education officers-CRF
Budget
I Education officer-Common-
wealth Funding
1 Advisory teacher-PEP
Funding
0.5 CV clerk-PEP Funding
0.5 C11/1ll clerk-PEP Funding

(2) Confirmed funds allocated to equal
opportunity branch for the year end-
ing 30 June 1986 include $21 000
from State Consolidated Revenue
Fund and $87 500 from the partici-
pation and equity programme.

HEALTH: HOSPITAL
Mandurak: Site

1620. Mr MacKIINNON, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Was the Mandurah Shire Council

consulted prior to the purchase of the
site far the public hospital which was
recently purchased by the Govern-
ment?

(2) If so, when was the council consulted?
(3) Which council officers or councillors

were consulted?
Mr HODGE replied:
(1) The President of the Shire (Mr

Guilfoyle), the town planner, and the
assistant shire clerk were consulted re-
garding the proposal to acquire lot 202
Lakes Road for a hospital site on 15
August 1985.

(2) and (3) As above.

EMPLOYERS' INDEMNITY
SUPPLEMENTATION FUND

Contributions
1621. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Industrial
Relations:
(1) Has the level of contributions to the

Employers' Indemnity Supplemen-
tation Fund been reviewed since its
inception?

(2) If so, will the Minister provide me
with the details of those changes?

(3) Why are contributions still being
made to the fund when it has such a
surplus over and above estimated out-
standing claims payable from the
fund?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) The insurers advisory committee es-

tablished under section 27 of the Em-
ployers' Indemnity Supplementation
Fund Act reviewed the level of contri-
bution on I1I June 1985.

(2) The committee recommended the sur-
charge be extended for a further
period to 8 May 1986 at the current
level and the matter be then reviewed.

(3) The Government has accepted the ad-
vice of the specialist committee estab-
lished under the Act for that purpose.

EDUCATION: TECHNICAL AND
FURTHER EDUCATION

Participation and Equity Progra mine: Funding
1622. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for

Education:
(1) What amount of participation and

equity programme funding was
distributed by the State Government
during the year ended 30 June 1985?
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(2) What amount is anticipated to be
expended during the year ending 30
June 1986?

(3) Has the Government made any recent
representation to the Commonwealth
with respect to this programme?

(4) If so, what was the nature of that rep-
resentation?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) The participation and equity pro-
gramme is funded by the Common-
wealth Government. All programmes
funded by the Commonwealth Schools
Commission operate on a calendar
year and not, as the question implies,
on a fiscal year basis.

The funding available through the par-
ticipation and equity programme in
the 1985 calendar year is$ 7 471 000.

(2) In 1986, it is anticipated that the
funds available through the partici-
pation and equity programme will
total $5 364 500.

(3) Yes.

(4) The Government proposed changes to
the Commonwealth's administrative
arrangements for 1986.

1623 to 1625. Postponed.

TOURISM COMMITTEES

Metropolitan: Funding

1626. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Tourism:

(1) What amount of funding has the
Western Australian Tourism Coin
mission budgeted to provide to
metropolitan tourism committees dur-
ing the year ending 30 June 1986?

(2) Will the Minister name for me those
metropolitan committees that will be
provided with funds?

Mr BRIAN BU RKE replied:

(1) $12Z000in total.

(2) Wanneroo
Swan Valley
Armadale and Districts
Rockingham.

EDUCATION
Schools: Student-free Days

1627. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) How many pupil-free days are to be

granted to teachers within primary
and secondary schools during the
1986 school year?

(2) For what purpose will these days be
used?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) and (2) As part of the changes

occasioned by the introduction of the
two-semester year, teachers will re-
sume duties two days before pupils at
the commencement of the first and
second semesters. There will thus be
four days which will be used for the
purposes of school based professional
development.

1628. Postponed.

BENGER SWAMP
Purchase: Government

1629. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) Is the area known as Benger Swamp

being purchased by the Government?
(2) If so, for what purpose is this land

being purchased?
Mr DAVIES replied:
(1) Most of Benger Swamp is a nature re-

serve. For some years the previous
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife
has been purchasing privately owned
adjoining land for addition to the re-
serve.

(2) Answered by (1).

1630 to 1637. Postponed.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

HOUSING
Solar Hot Water Systems: Explosions

THE SPEAKER: Before I call for
questions without notice, I advise that
part (5) of question on notice 1607 for
today is out of order on the grounds
that it seeks a legal opinion based on a
supposition.
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MINERAL EXPLORATION
Cash Bonus Bidding: Support

449. Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

In view of the statements made yester-
day in the Senate by Senator Evans
and Senator Cook that the Western
Australian Government supported the
Federal Labor Party's cash bonus bid-
ding legislation-

()When did the Western Australian
Government change its stated
position on cash bonus bidding to
one of support as has now been
indicated?

(2) For what reasons did the State
Government change its position
to one of support for- this
measure?

Mr PARKER replied:
(t) and (2) 1 have neither seen nor heard

the comments of Senator Evans or
Senator Cook, or even seen a report of
them, so I do not know whether it is
the case that they in fact said that.

Mr Peter Jones: It is here.
Mr PARKER: Well if the member gives it

to me, maybe he can ask another ques-
tion about it later in the session and I
can then comment on it. I would
rather not comment an what the mem-
ber for Narrogin claims they said, hut
have a look at what they said and then
comment on it.
The point I would make is that I did
issue a Press release which I referred
to in answer to an earlier question
from the member a few days ago and
which accurately describes the
Government's position. In that I
indicated that I have been advised by
Senator Evans that the cash bonus
bidding legislation, if it came into
force, would lead firstly to an elimin-
ation of the signature bonuses which
had been put forward, and secondly,
of the retention lease premiums which
had been put forward; and I would
remind the member that almost all of
the retention lease premiums would
have been applicable in Western
Australia. Thirdly, there would be the
same arrangements which we entered
into earlier this year when the legis-
lation was last before the Senate; that

is, at least a two-year period before
anything was introduced into our
off-shore waters, and then an evalu-
ation between the Commonwealth
and the State with a decision to be
made by both before any such legis-
lation was introduced or any such ap-
plication was made in Western
Australian and adjacent waters. I drew
attention to that in the statements and
indicated I was pleased by that. I said
in the statement-I am sure it is up in
the Parliamentary Library and I will
see if I can get one and provide it to
the member-that we still have the
same reservations we have always had
about cash bonus bidding but that if it
was passed by the Senate, we would
have the opportunity of that two years
to see how it applied in the Common-
wealth-administered territories of
Ash more and Cart iet Islands before
we decided whether or not we would
review that position so far as Western
Australian and adjacent waters were
concerned.

TOURISM

Swan Valley Tourism Centre: Funding

450. Mr TROY, to the Minister for Planning:
Will the Swan Valley Tourism Centre
receive funds, under the Swan Valley
policy, as was always planned?

MR PEARCE replied:
Yes. Despite Opposition claims to the
contrary, the Swan Valley Tourism
Centre will receive $20 000 under the
Swan Valley policyThe Shire of Swan
and the Swan Valley Tourism Council
have contributed a total of $ 10 000 to
the information centre, and the State
Government has matched this com-
mitment.

A tourism officer will be appointed
through the provision of the funds.
The tourism information officer will
act as a coordinator of tourism pro-
motion and associated activities in the
Swan Valley region. The officer will
liaise with both -the WA Tourism
Commission and the Swan Shire over
tourism promotion initiatives, as well
as provide information to visitors to
the area. The officet 'will manage the
financial affairs of th6 tourism infor-
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mation centre and prepare sub-
missions on its activities to the appro-
priate Government departments.

Previously, the work was done on a
voluntary basis but the workload will
increase dramatically with the
far-reaching tourism development
plans under the Swan Valley policy.

The $30 000 tourism study under the
policy is only one facet of a large pack-
age for developing tourism promotion
and recreational facilities in the area.

Out of a total State Government com-
mitment of $220 000, about $ 100 000
had been set aside for the develop-
ment of visitor facilities at popular
picnic spots, access roads, car parks,
cycleways, footpaths and walk trails,
and general recreational facilities on
the Swan River, as well as boat
launching facilities.

In addition, about $5 000 has been
provided for a scenic drive to be built
in conjunction with the picnic and rec-
reational facilities for visitors.

A competition will be held for the best
design of a Swan Valley logo which
will become the central focus for tour-
ism promotion in the historic region.

Another area of the tourism plan is the
preservation of historic buildings
which is also part of the conservation
aspect of the Swan Valley policy.

An amount of $3000 has been set
aside for the appointment of a con-
sultant to carry out cataloguing of his-
toric sites in the Swan Valley region to
ensure that they -are part of a
preservation programme.

This Government, in liaison with the
Swan Valley Tourism Council, the
WA Tourism Commission, and the
Shire of Swan, has put together an
innovative package of promotion and
development initiatives for the Swan
Valley region. The people of the valley
have responded enthusiastically to the
tourism plan and I am sure it will have
a significant impact in attracting inter-
national visitors to the area in the fu-
ture and in establishing the valley's
reputation as a grape-growing region.

MINERAL EXPLORATION
Cash Bonus Bidding: Government Stand

451. Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

As the Minister has now repeated that
the Government has reservations
about the Federal Government's cash
bonus bidding system, will he please
publicly indicate that the comments
made in the Federal Senate yesterday
were incorrect so that the industry and
his Federal colleagues can understand
where the State Government stands?

Mr PARKER replied:
The member has been kind enough to
provide me with a copy of the
Hansard debate in the Senate yester-
day. I hope it is a corrected copy!

Mr Peter Jones: It is a printed copy.
Mr PARKER: I notice that in this extract

Senator Evans is not quoted as saying
anything about the State's position.

Mr Peter Jones: I have given you the
wrong page and I will give you the
other page in a minute.

Mr PARKER: Senator Cook is quoted as
saying that the Western Australian
Government, in a statement made the
by the Minister for Minerals and En-
ergy on 1 November, stands truly in
support of the cash bonus bidding
legislation. All I can say is that I have
only made one statement about the
matter, to which I have previously re-
ferred.
I draw the member for Narrogin's at-
tention to that statement as an accu-
rate view of where the Western.
Australian Government stands on the
matter.

HEALTH: DRUGS
Operation NOAH: Report

452. Mrs BUCHANAN, to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:

Is the Minister able to give the House
a progress report on Operation
NOAH?

Mr CARR replied:
I thank the member for the question.
Some figures have been made avail-
able to me as to the progress on Oper-
ation NOAH up to approximately
4.30 this afternoon. To that time
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Australia-wide 7 000 telephone calls
have been received. In Western
Australia 444 calls have been received
to 4.30 p.m. The police have
expressed their pleasure at the fact
that a great deal Of Promising infor-
mation has been made available, in-
volving some fairly large-scale oper-
ations. I am sure that members would
have seen the front page headline in
the Daily News referring to one tele-
phone call.

Quite obviously, the information
provided must be checked and it Is
much too early to judge the content of
the information, although at this stage
it looks promising. I can give members
further detailed figures: 53 per cent of
the telephone calls have referred 10 al-
legations of dealing, growing, or distri-
bution of drugs. Fifty-four of the calls
related to offences involving heroin.
Clearly there has been a significant re-
sponse from people relating to Serious
drug offences. I am also informed that
already two arrests have been made
arising from information received by
telephone today. One of those arrests
related to dealing and distributing
drugs. Of those telephoning, 36 per
cent have supplied their names.

I have also been advised that the New
South Wales and Victorian Police
Forces have already made decisions to
extend their Operation NOAH beyond
9 o'clock tonight.

The police in Western Australia are
considering the situation and if the
flow of telephone calls continues as
strongly into the even ing as it has been
during the day, it is likely that the
Western Australian Operation NOAH
will extend beyond 9.00 p.m.

I take the opportunity to briefly com-
pliment the police on the work they
have put into this programme. I was
down there this morning for a while
and it was evident that the whole exer-
cise was running smoothly. Much
preparation had obviously been put
into this programme. It was running
efficiently and I was most impressed
by the work of the team of people
involved.

Obviously, much follow-up work will
be needed in the coming days and
weeks to substantiate the information
made available. I am confident that
that follow-up will be made with the
same commitment and efficiency
demonstrated in the operation of
today's exercise so Car.

COMMUNITY SERVICES: SPELD (WA)
Funding Allocation

453. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has the Minister been able to ascer-

tain exactly what has happened with
the $10 000 he approved for allo-
cation to SPELD, as indicated in the
Parliament last week?

(2) What has he ascertained in relation to
the premises that have been sought by
SPELD?

(3) Has he been able to assist SPELD in
its efforts to locate new premises?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) to (3) On all questions I am able to say

that the $ 10 000 which I authorised to
be paid by the Education Department
on 30 May this year had not been paid
to SPELD. A letter had not been sent
to them indicating why the money had
not been paid. I have taken some ac-
tion in this matter. I had previously
taken action with regard to the officer
who was derelict in this regard. There
has been a restructuring and that per-
son is no longer in his job.

Mr MacKinnon: Has the $10000 been
paid?

Mr PEARCE: No, it has not. I have
received a one-sentence letter from
SPELD asking for the money, but
since I have read Press reports which
indicated that the group would go into
dissolution if it did not receive a grant
of $50 000, 1 have written to the Presi-
dent of SPELD asking for precise in-
formation on the future of SPELD. I
have indicated my concern with the
reports being put about without any
approach having been made to me on
behalf of that organ isati on.
I have asked representatives from the
group to come to see me and when
they have done so and we have some
idea of its future, we will decide
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whether or not to pay that sum. It
would be foolish of me to pay SPELD
110000 if the organ isation is
intending to dissolve itself anyway. I
need undertakings with regard to the
future of the organisation before I can
agree to the payment of the money. If
representatives from SPELD do as I
have suggested, and come to see me to
discuss the matter, I am sure it can be
rapidly resolved.

PRIVATISATION

Government Employees: Future

454. Mr BURKETT, to the Premier:

There has been much speculation
about the privatisation of the State's
public sector. If it were the case that
this Government Or any Government
in Western Australia sold off
substantial parts of its service to the
private sector would the Premier be
able to assure public sector em-
ployes-

The SPEAKER: Order! I think the mem-
ber should rephrase the question. it is
not in order.

Mr BURKETT: Could employees in the
public sector be assured of their jobs if
those services were sold off to the pri-
vate sector as has been announced by
the Opposition?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

At the outset I should apologise to the
House for being a few minutes late for
question time. I was having a very en-
joyable ride in a light aircraft which
seemed to think its job was to frighten
me as much as I can be frightened as it
bumped around on its way back to
Perth from Bunbury. I apologise in ad-
vance for having to leave shortly to
attend the Miss Australia Quest in
company with the Leader of the Op-
position.

Mr Parker: Which of you do you think will
win?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: All I can say is that
all the entrants are very lovely women
and I think all would be worthy win-
ners. I hope Miss Western Australia
will win, but the Minister need have
no fear that anyone as unprepossess-

ing in the physical sense as myself has
any ghost of a chance, but I have a
nice personality.

I am in a quandary as to the answer to
this question because no-one is quite
sure about what privatisation is or
what it means. The Opposition seems
to have coined the word but not the
idea. In considering the conflicting
statements made about privatisation
from time to time there is absolutely
no guarantee that any employee
transferred from Government service
to private service would have a job, let
alone have the conditions or terms of
employment that previously that em-
ployee might have enjoyed.

in fact, privatisation is the new word
for selling off the State and making the
people pay for it.

Mr Rushton: More lies again!

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member for
Dale should put his question on the
Notice Paper. He should not start get-
ting tricky; he has had too much ex-
perience. He is a former Deputy
Premier and he thinks people do not
realise that.

There can be no guarantee in any
of the pronouncements about
privatisation that I have seen that any-
one who is privatised will have a lob,
let alone have the conditions and
terms of employment presently
enjoyed. The best boast that can be
made for privatisation is that it has
brought the UK to its knees and has
engendered social hatred and conflict,
practised as it is by the Thatchers and
Hassells of this world, that we want to
avoid in our community.

We want to maintain within our com-
munity the sort of character and
colour about which we can boast, not
the sort of conflict and confrontation
that we were ashamed of when it was
so thoroughly practised under pre-
vious Liberal Governments in this
State.
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PLANNING: HIGH-RISE DEVELOPMENT
Spindnifser Stoppage

455. Mr CLARKO, to the Minister for
Planning:
(1) Has a stop work order actually been

issued for the Spindrifter project at
Scarborough?

(2) If "Yes" to (I), when was it issued,
and if "No", when will it be issued?

(3) It was reported in The West Australian
of 7 November that the Chairman of
the MRPA had issued a stop work or-
der on the developers on 6 November.
Was the Minister correctly reported as
speaking at that time in support of the
court order as if the stop work order
had been issued?

(4) On what basis is a stop work order
legally justified in regard to this proj-
ect?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(t) to (4) To take part (4) of the question

first, the justification is that there is
no valid development approval for the
Spindrifter project. The development
approval expired on 8 November,
1984, and has never been renewed. On
that basis the development is being
built illegally because there is no de-
velopment approval currently valid. It
is also the case that the building began
with a building licence that the City of
Stirling had no entitlement to give be-
cause one of the conditions the city
had imposed on the development was
that no building licence would be
issued until the titles were
amalgamated. As I demonstrated in
Parliament two or three weeks ago, the
titles have not been amalgamated
although subsequently I have agreed
that the Town Planning Board should
allow such an amalgamation because
these blocks should in general terms
be amalgamated.
That is the legal position; there is no
legal basis on which the building can
go ahead. In reply to pants (I) to (3), 1
am not certain whether a stop work
order has been issued.

Mr Clarko: Are you dinkum?
Mr PEARCE: Of course. Let me explain to

members what they have been trying
to explain to me. The MRPA is not
subject to direction by the Minister.

Mr Clarko: You have spoken as though it
is.

Mr PEARCE: I have never spoken as
though the MRPA is subject to my
direction. It is an independent statu-
tory body.

Mr Clarko: You said you would stop the
project. How would you do that if you
did not control the MRPA? Are you
serious in saying you do not know
whether a Stop Work order has been
issued?

Mr PEARCE: I cannot tell the member
whether a stop work order has been
issued as of today. I do not think one
has. 1 am not the MRPA, and I do not
issue that body with directions and
ring up every five minutes to find out
what it is doing. I cannot say whether
an order has been issued or not. I ex-
pect one to be issued. Last week I dis-
cussed with the Chairman of the
MRPA the Spindrifter development
and the illegality of the Project.

Mr Clarko: You spoke as though the order
had been issued.

Mr PEARCE: I did not speak as though it
had been issued. Last week the Chair-
man of the MRPA put out a Press
release to say he was intending to issue
a stop work order on the development
on the basis-

Mr Clarko interjected.

Mr PEARCE: The member should take
that up with Mr McKenzie. My under-
standing of the Press release was that
he was going to issue a stop work or-
der and the Press release was issued in
advance of the order. I have had sev-
eral meetings with the developers over
the period, including the period after
the Press release was issued, and I put
the point of view that the Government
was opposed to the project, and it be-
lieved it was proceeding on an illegal
basis and we would do everything in
our power to stop it. That does not
include issuing stop work orders be-
cause I have no power under the Act
to issue such an order. The MRPA has
the power.

Mr Clarko: Mr McKenzie is not the
MRPA.
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Mr PEARCE: I am advised it is the normal
course of events that if illegal con-
struction is going on, in order to stop
it such an order is routinely issued out
of the MRPA without necessarily go-
ing before a full meeting. It may be
that Mr McKenzie is waiting for the
normal meeting of the MRPA, which I
understand will take place tomorrow.

Mr Clarko: IS it true he has been
threatened with legal action over what
he has done today?

Mr PEARCE: I have not threatened him.
How can I answer for the truth or
otherwise of that statement?

Mr Clarko: Don't you speak to him daily?
Mr PEARCE: I do speak to Mr McKenzie

most days although 1 was in the
country yesterday and I did not speak
to him then; nor have I spoken to him
today. He has not said to me that he
has been threatened with legal action,
and I have not asked him. 1 read in the
paper, as did the member for
Karrinyup, that the developers Were
threatening legal action against him.
All 1 can say is I met representatives of
the developers on Wednesday of last
week after the Press release was issued
and they did not suggest to me that
they were intending to take legal ac-
tioni against the MRPA or Mr
McKenzie. In fact, I understood they
were thinking that their legal avenues
probably lay against the City of
Stirling which had issued a building
licence without advising them of the
necessity of having their development
approval renewed.
I certainly hope that the MRPA will
issue a stop work order if it has not
already. I said to the Press in answer
to questions about what I thought of
the MRPA's plans to put a stop work
order on the project that it was a good
idea. I did not believe, and the
Government does not believe, that
high-rise development is proper for
the Scarborough beach front.
I wish the Opposition would come out
and stand behind its candidate for the
seat of Scarborough in his support for
high-rise on the Scarborough beach
front. We would like it to make its
position clear in that regard. Either it
is in favour of that type of develop-

ment or it is not. The Government is
not in favour of it and we will do
everything legally possible to stop it.
We have not sought to do anything
that is illegal. However, we have
sought to do everything legal that is
available to us to stop that work

Mr Clarko: You have threatened it but you
have not been able to do anything.

Mr PEARCE: It is not within my power. If
it was within my power I would have
issued a stop work order two weeks
ago. The Chairman of the MRPA told
me that he intended to issue a stop
work order if one has not yet been
issued.

My understanding of the situation is
that the MRPA was to meet with the
Stirling Council last night in order to
extract information to which the
MRPA is entitled but which the City
of Stirling was refusing to supply. It
may well be that that meeting has had
some bearing on the delay if there has
been one.

Mr Clarko: Are you claiming that The
West Australian was wrong in its
reporting of the issuing of the stop
work order?

Mr PEARCE: I will not go through this
over and over again.

I am not responsible for the issuing of
certificates for the MRPA. I cannot
say why there has been a delay, if
there has been one. All I can say is that
I asked the Chairman of the MRPA to
give consideration to the Govern-
ment's policies with regard to
preventing high-rise developments on
the Scarborough beach front. I drew to
his attention my concern about the ap-
parent illegality of the project. The
chairman told me that, on advice that
he had taken, he was enabled to legally
issue a stop work order and that he
intended to do so.

Mr Clarko: Do you realise that you have
agreed to do more than Observation
City?

Mr PEARCE: I have not.

Mr Clarko: Are you going to let the two
others go Up?

Mr PEARCE: One question at a time.
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We have made it perfectly clear that
we are opposed to any further high
rise development of any nature on the
Scarborough beach front or on any
other beach front. That is our
position, not the Opposition's. I guess
that next February, March, or April,
the people will have a chance to make
their decision which side of the argu-
ment they are prepared to support.

HEALTH
Child Health Services: Northern Corridor

456. Mrs WATKINS, to the Minister for
Health:

On a number of occasions I have
raised my concerns with the Minister
regarding pressure on health services
in the northern suburbs, particularly
on child health services. In view of
recent publicity given to the popu-
lation expansion in the northern corri-
dor, will the Minister advise me
whether consideration has been given
to the provision of additional child
health services in the area?

Mr HODGE replied:
I am pleased to advise the member for
Joondalup that the concern she has
expressed is borne out by the statistics
maintained by the Child Health
Centre at Heathridge. The monthly at-
tendance at the clinic has more than
doubled in the first half of this year.
The area covered by the centre is
fairly extensive, including the suburbs
north of Heathridge and spanning
from Greenwood to Woodvale. This
means clients must travel well beyond
their own locality to attend the
Keathridge clinic, which recorded a
total number of 732 clients per an-
num. The recommended case load for
the clinic with its existing staff is 375
per annum.
In order to alleviate the situation, an
amount of $26 000 has been allocated
in this year's Budget to cover salaries
for two additional child health nurses
to be appointed to service the
Kingsley and surrounding areas.
Negotiations are currently under way
with the City of Wanneroo for accom-
modation for the nurses and in respect
of the location of the clinic. Once

these have been completed I am hope-
ful that the service will be operational
in the new year.

TRANSPORT

Freight Rages: Grain

457. Mr McNEE, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Why is the rate for grain hauled from
Corrigin via Merredin to Kwinana
with a change from narrow to stan-
dard gauge at Merredin to be $16.72
per tonne for the 1985-86 season while
the rate for grain hauled on the stan-
dard gauge for a similar distance from
Southern Cross to Kwinana is to be
$25.45 per tonne?

(2) How does the Minister reconcile those
facts with his statement to farmers at
Bencubbin on 16 October 1985 that
grain growing areas outside the 250
kilometre mark would enjoy fully
competitive freight rates this year?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) and (2) The rates are set at that level
because of the radial rating applied by
the previous Government and which
is also applied by this Government
and agreed to by the grain freight
steering committee, which is
composed of growers. The radial
rating system is supported by the Pri-
mary Industry Association, the Pastor-
alists and Graziers Association, CB3H
Ltd, and other organisat ions.

What was the second question?

Mr McNee: That was the second question.
I referred to your statement about the
fully competitive rates.

Mr GRILL: If the member wants an
answer he should allow me to give it.
The grain freight steering committee
has negotiated with Westrail a
ive-year contract, about which the

member should be aware, which will
give competitive grain freight rates by
1 988-89 throughout the whole State.
By virtue of a special subsidy this
year, that competitive rate is being
brought forward for the areas outside
the 250 kilometre limit, so that people
who have farmrs or who are served by
sidings outside of the 250-kilometre
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radial limit will this year have com-
petitive rates which would normally
have been obtained in 1988-89.

Mr McNee: With respect, that does not tell
us why the rate at Corrigin this year is
$16.72 per tonne for wheat hauled a
similar distance to that from Southern
Cross which enjoys a rate of $25.45
per tonne.

Mr GRILL: It is a factor of the agreement
and the radial rating system. I will not
go through the agreement. I thought
the member would have read it by
now. He has an interest in the grain
industry and should have made him-
self aware of the situation.
This year, this Government has
subsidised those rates to make them
more competitive for 1988-89. If the
member wants some comparative fig-
ures I will supply them. This Govern-
ment has extended to grain growers
increases in grain freight costs far be-
low anything that they have experi-
enced under the previous Govern-
ment.
Let us consider the increase in grain
freight rates in 1980-81. The grain
freight for that year increased by 20
per cent. In 1981-82, under the pre-
vious Government, it increased by 15
per cent. In 1982-83, under the pre-
vious Government it increased by
13.9 or around 14 per cent. Over that
three year period, grain freight rates
increased-

Mr McNee: Do not try to pull the wool
over my eyes. You might be able to
pull it over everyone else's eyes.
Answer the question.

Mr GRILL: The member does not like it.
Mr McNee: You have not answered the

quest ion. Tell me why there is a differ-
enice in the freight rate, and tell me
how you reconcile your statement
with that.

Mr GRILL: I will tell the member for Mt
Marshall a few facts which he will not
like. Under the previous Government
the total grain freight rates to farmers
in this State increased by a whopping
great 49 per cent. Under this Govern-
ment the grain freight rates have
increased by 10 per cent-about
one-fifth of the increase when the pre-
vious Government was in office.

In respect of the rest of the question, if
the slow learners on the other side of
the House cannot understand the
agreement which was negotiated by
the industry with West rail more than
one year ago, I suggest they go back to
the drawing board.

TRANSPORT: BUSES
Northern Suburbs: Dispute

458. Mr RUJSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Has the strike by the bus drivers in the

northern suburbs been resolved?
(2) If "Yes", what are the terms and con-

ditions agreed to by the Government
and the MTT to meet the driver's de-
mands?

(3) If "No" to (1), what is the present
position regarding this strike?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) to (3) 1 would not call the stoppages in

the northern suburbs by a section of
the bus operators a union strike. There
was a stop-work meeting of some dur-
ation.

Mr Mac~innon: Are the buses running?
Mr GRILL; There was a stop-work meet-

ing, and I said that I would not call it a
strike. There have been bans. The
meeting decided yesterday that the op-
erators would go back to work but that
certain bans which they had pre-
viously applied would be reapplied. I
do not applaud that.
I have been in Bun bury today, and as
far as I know there has been no settle-
ment regarding this matter-there
could have been, but I am not aware
of it.

Several members interjected.
Mr GRILL: Cerlain bans have been

reapplied.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: ALBANY TOWN
COUNCIL

Rating. Valuation
459. Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister for

Local Government:
Further to question 1594 on today's
Notice Paper in which the Minister
said that the Albany Town Council
did not require the approval of the
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Local Government Department or his
approval to use any particular unim-
proved valuation for rating purposes,
and notwithstanding that approval
was not necessary, does the Minister
or the Department of Local Govern-
ment agree with the action that the
Albany Town Council has taken?

Mr CARR replied:
No approval, as such, was given. I
understand thAt a telephone conver-
sation took place between officers
from the Town of Albany and some
employees of the Local Government
Department-it involved the
middle-range officer level of the de-
partment. Arising from that, the infor-
mation was conveyed to the council as
to what had been the intention of the
legislation which was introduced by
the Government into the Parliament
last year.

DEFENCE: SUBMARINES
Construction: Contract

460. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Defence
Liaison:
(1) Is the Minister aware that the South

Australian Premier is currently
campaigning to whi the Australian
Navy's submarine contract for that
State?

(2) Is Western Australia still in the race
for that contract?

(3) Will the contract be granted prior to
the South Australian election this year
or before the Western Australian elec-
tion which will be held next year?

Mr BRYCE replied:
(1) to (3) It is of no news to anybody that

the Premier of South Australia and his
counterparts in Queensland, Victoria,
and New South Wales, together with
the Government of Western Australia,
are campaigning to convince the Fed-
eral Government of the wisdom of
placing the submarine construction
programmes in their respective States.
The answer to the first part of the
question is "Yes". The Government is
well aware that the Premier of South
Australia is rather keen, but
unfortunately his case lacks the com-
pelling logic of the ease that has been
put together by the Western

Australian Government. The one
thing that South Australia, Victoria,
New South Wales, and Queensland
simply do not have is the compelling
logic associated with the need to pro-
vide dinkum and genuine submarine
defence facilities on the Western
Australian coast; that is, the Indian
Ocean coast. There is a great deal of
follow-on logic associated with the de-
cision to actually not only construct
submarines on this coast, but to base
them here.
Personally, I am very heartened by
what I understand to be the likelihood
of a decision to announce that the sub-
marine fleet will be based in the me-
dium to long-term on the Western
Australian coast in lieu of JIervis Bay. I
am aware that there is a strong head of
support for a move to shift the Navy
out of Sydney altogether with a signifi-
cant part of it-basically the surface
fleet-being shifted to Jervis Bay.
There seems to be a great deal of sup-
port by the Navy, the Department of
Defence, and especially in the mind of
a Western Australian who happens to
be the Federal Minister for Defence,
that part of the navy should be based
on the Western Australian coast. That
gives us a form of compelling logic in
respect of the subsequent and related
part of our case for an assembly fa-
cility. it is something which none of
those other States have and it is some-
thing which is fundamentally missing
from the approach they have taken.
They have been myopic in their ap-
proach and assumed they would have
a reasonable chance of securing the
entire projects in their States.
The only State to put forward a sen-
sible case and which has argued in
logical terms that important ingredi-
ents of this project would probably be
done in different parts of Australia,
was in fact Western Australia. The
Government is keen to see the final
assembly phase of that project in this
State and it is optimistic that it will
happen. I will be surprised, indeed, if
the study which is under consideration
by the Federal Government and the
two principal consortiums involved
would be anywhere sufficiently
concluded to make any decision be-
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fore the pending election in South
Australia, or for that matter, the one
in Western Australia.

PASTORAL INDUSTRY: LEASES
Exim Corporation: Purchase

461. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Lands
and Surveys:
(1) Following the report in the business

and industry section of The West
Australian on 12 November which
stated that Exim had purchased six
Kimberley pastoral properties, would
the Minister indicate if the report is
correct?

(2) If "Yes", would he name the proper-
ties that were purchased, because orig-
inally the Emanuel leases consisted of
four leases only?

Mr McI VER replied:
(1) and (2) 1 am not aware of the report to

which the member is referring. How-
ever, I will follow up the matter and
advise him accordingly.

TRANSPORT: BUSES
Northern Suburbs: Dispute

462. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Why is the Minister not taking more

interest in resolving the strike or bans
of the bus drivers in the northern sub-
urbs which is disadvantaging some
people?

(2) What steps has the Minister taken
towards resolving the bans and the
strike?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) and (2) The question presumes that I

am not taking an interest in the bans
applied by the bus drivers emanating
out of the Joondalup depot. The fact is
I am taking an interest in this matter.
It is being competently handled by the
new Chairman of the MTT, Mr Stuart
Hicks, and also by the F :dustrial Re-
lations Commission. I trtst the matter
will be resolved satisfactorily in a very
short time.
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